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SYLLABUS FOR ENGLISH 102 
 

INSTRUCTOR: 
 
 Name: Tyler Hill 
 

Email: thill2@psd202.org 
 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
This course provides continued training and practice in composition and research processes.  Students will analyze a 
variety of texts and write several essays, including a 2500+-word research paper. 

 
ILLINOIS ARTICULATION INITIATIVE (IAI) NUMBER: 
Gen Ed IAI Number(s): C1 901R 

 
CREDIT AND CONTACT HOURS:  

      

3  Lecture/Demonstration 

   Lab/Studio 

3 Credit Hours 

 

PLACEMENT:   “C” or better in ENG 101.  

 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

 

 comprehend, analyze, and critique a variety of texts including academic discourse;  
 use various invention, drafting, and revising/editing strategies depending upon the purpose of the writing, the 

materials available to the writer, and the length of time available for the task;  
 engage a topic in which the writer explores writing as a means of self-discovery and produces a text that is 

designed to persuade the reader of the writer's commitment;  
 demonstrate a theoretical understanding of rhetorical context (that is, how reader, writer, language, and subject 

matter interact);  
 establish a voice appropriate to the topic selected and the rhetorical situation;  
 clarify major aims, arrange material to support aims, and provide sufficient materials to satisfy expectations of 

readers;  
 select, evaluate, and interact effectively with sources, subordinating them to the writer's purpose and creating 

confidence that they have been represented fairly;  
 demonstrate satisfactory control over the conventions of edited American English and competently attend to 

the elements of presentation (including layout, format, and printing); and  
 recognize the existence of discourse communities with their different conventions and forms.  

GENERAL EDUCATION STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
  Students will demonstrate organized and coherent communication, both oral and written. 
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 Students will demonstrate competence in using academic technology including finding, evaluating, and utilizing 
appropriate information sources. 

 Students will demonstrate an understanding of cultural issues. 

 Students will demonstrate an ability to think critically and analytically. 

 
REQUIRED TEXTS AND MATERIALS: 
Bullock, Richard, et al., editors. The Little Seagull Handbook with exercises+eBook. 2nd ed., W.W. Norton, 2014.* 
  
Holdstein, Deborah, and Danielle Aquiline. Who Says? The Writer’s Research. Oxford UP, 2014.  
 
Lunsford, Andrea, and John Ruszkiewicz, editors. Everything’s an Argument. 7th ed., Bedford, 2016. 
 
Silverman, Jacob. Terms of Service: Social Media and the Price of Constant Connection. Harper Perennial, 2016. 
 
*Your copy of The Little Seagull comes with free online access to the eBook version. You will have access to this eBook 
for the next four years. Follow the instructions on the card inside your book to set up your online account with Norton. 
 
Additional Materials: 

 One flash drive for saving documents 

 A college dictionary or access to a reliable online or app dictionary 

 
 

EVALUATION AND POLICIES: 
The grades for this course will be based on the following distribution: 
    
   Shorter Writing Assignments    35% 
   The Research Paper Project    40% 
   Research Paper Presentation    10% 
   Exercises, Exams, Quizzes, etc.     10% 
   Attendance and Participation      5% 
   TOTAL     100% 
 

AREAS OF EVALUATION: 
1. Shorter Writing Assignments—In order to meet state guidelines for transfer, you must complete a 

required number of words as formal written essay assignments, excluding quizzes, exams, journals, 
prewriting activities, and revising/editing activities.  Short analytical essays that equal at least 2250 
words of writing will be prepared for this course, in addition to one research paper of a minimum of 
2500 words.  The short assignments will provide opportunities to expand those skills already developed 
in English 101 and will also prepare you for the more intense and rigorous process of writing a longer 
research paper.  Your individual instructor will provide detailed assignment sheets, in electronic form.  

 

2. The Research Paper Project—The main writing project for English 102 is a carefully researched and 
documented research paper on an assigned topic.  Instructors will assign the individual steps and 
incorporate grades or points into the final assessment.  This project is the culmination of the JJC 
composition sequence and should therefore rely on more sophisticated and complex modes of 
organization, structure, and argument. It is not possible to pass English 102 without writing the research 
paper, including the assigned steps.  
 

Minimum requirements for the research paper are as follows: 

 A minimum of 2500 words of text, excluding prefatory pages and the Works Cited page. 
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 A minimum of 10 sources in the Works Cited.  Electronic sources will be limited by the 
instructor, and general references such as encyclopedias and dictionaries, including 
online references such as Wikipedia, will not be counted. 

 All sources must be used in the paper, and all documentation must follow correct MLA 
format.  Sources may be used and counted for quotations, paraphrases, and 
summarized ideas. 

 Steps toward the completion of the paper must be submitted in a timely fashion and 
will contribute to the final grade for the paper. 

 
3. Presentation—You will complete a PowerPoint or other acceptable presentation on your research 

paper, including your purpose and a self-assessment.  
 
4. Exercises, Exams, Quizzes, Journals, Discussion Posts, and Other Assessments—Your instructor will 

determine a variety of appropriate means of assessment. 
 

5. Attendance and Participation—Attendance is mandatory in all English courses at JJC. Therefore, 
repeated or chronic absences will negatively affect students’ grades in this course. Your instructor will 
establish a policy for attendance and participation, including whether tardiness and absences other than 
for school-sponsored activities will be excused.  Instructors may initiate an administrative withdrawal for 
excessive absence, which is commonly defined as in excess of 150 minutes of class time, at any time 
before the midterm date. However, you are ultimately responsible for processing a withdrawal and 
should not assume the instructor has done so. Instructors may ask for documentation for absences at 
their discretion. If you are enrolled in a dual-credit section, please note how this may affect your dual 
credit for this class. 

 
POLICIES: 
Please refer to the English Department’s Guide to Student Learning for English 101 and 102 for additional 
policies. Your instructor will provide you a copy or a link to this document. 

 
 
1. Computer Lab Classes—Your instructor will determine a schedule and request computer lab time as 

he/she feels the need for research, drafting, and completion of papers.  Otherwise, open labs are 
available for your use throughout the campus or at various library facilities. 

 
2. Late Assignments—Your instructor will establish a policy for late essays and other assignments.  A 

suggested standard would be that essays submitted late will lose one letter grade per class session.  
After one week, an essay will not be accepted and a zero will be averaged.  Failure to submit a research 
paper will result in failure of the entire course.  Individual instructors may also establish a policy for 
excused lateness.  The college policy for all authorized school activities is to excuse the absence and 
allow for make-up work.  Coaches, field-trip leaders, and instructors provide documentation for school 
activities. 

 
3. Intellectual Property—Students own and hold the copyright to the original work they produce in class. It 

is a widely accepted practice to use student work as part of the college's internal self-evaluation, 
assessment procedures, or other efforts to improve teaching and learning and in promoting programs 
and recruiting new students. If you do not wish your work to be used in this manner, please inform the 
instructor.  

 
4. Attendance and Tardiness— Your instructor will establish a policy for lateness and attendance, 

including whether or not tardiness and absences other than for school-sponsored activities will be 
excused.  Instructors may initiate an administrative withdrawal for excessive absence, which is 
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commonly defined as in excess of 150 minutes of class time, at any time before the midterm date.   
However, you are ultimately responsible for processing a withdrawal and should not assume the 
instructor has done so. Instructors may ask for documentation for absences at their discretion. If you are 
enrolled in a dual-credit section, please note how this may affect your dual credit for this class. 

 
5. Final Exams—All final exams or other final assessments will take place according to the published 

college calendar.  No instructor will administer final exams for the entire class during instructional time, 
but ending dates for courses vary, and everyone should check the course schedule for accurate 
information.  Vacations are not an acceptable excuse for an early final exam!  If an individual needs to 
make a special arrangement due to health or an emergency, that student may consult the instructor.  An 
instructor may also decide to issue a grade of Incomplete if the student’s medical or personal needs 
warrant this grade, but a college form must be completed to issue this grade. 

 
6. College Statement about Grades of “F” and Withdrawal from Class—Students may withdraw from a 

course by processing an add/drop form during regular office hours through the Registration and Records 
Office at Main Campus or Romeoville Campus, or by phone at 815-744-2200. Please note the withdrawal 
dates listed on your bill or student schedule. Every course has its own withdrawal date. Failure to 
withdraw properly may result in a failing grade in the course.  At any time prior to the deadline dates 
established, an instructor may withdraw a student from class because of poor attendance, poor 
academic performance or inappropriate academic behavior, such as, but not limited to, cheating or 
plagiarism. If you are enrolled in a dual-credit section, please note how this may affect your dual credit 
for this class, as well as your future plans for completing any degree. 

 
7. Intellectual Honesty— Students need to review the statement in the departmental Guide to Learning 

and consult section R-4 on plagiarism in the The Little Seagull Handbook and chapter 3 of Who Says?.   
JJC subscribes to www.turnitin.com, an online plagiarism detection service, and instructors reserve the 
right to submit students’ written assignments to this resource or set up Turnitin dropboxes in Canvas.  In 
general, at the very least a grade of zero will be assigned to work that has been detected as plagiarized.  
The instructor may also fail students for the entire course and/or pursue Code of Conduct measures 
with the Dean of Student Development. 

 
8. Sexual Harassment—Joliet Junior College seeks to foster a community environment in which all 

members respect and trust each other. In a community in which persons respect and trust each other, 
there is no place for sexual harassment. JJC has a strong policy prohibiting the sexual harassment of one 
member of the college community by another. See the JJC Catalog or Student Handbook at 
http://catalog.jjc.edu.  According to the JJC Code of Conduct, “The Illinois Human Rights Act defines 
sexual harassment in higher education as any unwelcome sexual advances or requests for sexual favors 
made by an executive, administrative staff or faculty member to a student, or any conduct of a sexual 
nature exhibited by such person(s) toward a student, when such conduct substantially interferes with 
the student’s educational performance or creates an intimidating, hostile, or offensive educational 
environment.”  Sexual harassment may also occur between two or more students.  A more detailed 
explanation can be found in the Code of Conduct, and this behavior will not be tolerated.  Report any 
incidents to the Dean of Students in D-1010 or the Vice President of Student Development. 

 
9. LMS —Many instructors will utilize a Learning Management System (LMS) to post documents, handouts, 

and other useful resources.  You may be required to participate in online discussions, submit materials 
to digital drop boxes, or to participate in other activities through the course site. Instructors may also 
grade work electronically through a course management system such as Canvas, Edmodo, Turnitin.com 
or other systems. 

 

http://www.turnitin.com/
http://catalog.jjc.edu/
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10. Student Code of Conduct and Academic Honor Code—Each student is responsible for reading and 
adhering to the Student Code of Conduct as stated in the college catalog and on the JJC Website. In 
addition, the objective of the academic honor code is to sustain a learning-centered environment in 
which all students are expected to demonstrate integrity, honor, and responsibility, and recognize the 
importance of being accountable for one’s academic behavior. Please see http://www.jjc.edu/academic-
behavior-standards/Pages/code-of-conduct.aspx for detailed information. 

 
 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: 
 

Library:         2nd Floor, Campus Center 
         (A Building), ext. 2665   
The Library at JJC does not only function as a resource space for print and electronic research materials.  
The Library has study spaces – individual and group – along with computer labs.   The Library also 
provides students with in-person and online instruction sessions on why using a college library for 
research creates successful research papers, as well as, how to become a more efficient and effective 
researcher.  The Faculty Librarians are available for one-on-one help, or small group instruction. 
http://www.jjc.edu/library/Pages/default.aspx  

 
The Tutoring and Learning Center     C-2010, ext. 2730 
Professional, degreed tutors provide individual help by appointment.  Visit their Website at 

http://www.jjc.edu/tlc/Pages/default.aspx.  
 
Project Achieve        A-1115, ext. 2303 
English tutoring is available by appointment for students who qualify. 
http://www.jjc.edu/project-achieve/Pages/default.aspx 

 
StAR (Students’ Accommodations and Resources)   A-1125, ext. 2230 
Staff is available to students with physical disabilities, diagnosed learning disabilities, visual or hearing 
impairment, and limited English proficiency (English as a second language) as well as to students who 
need tutorial support to complete vocational classes or students who are on academic probation. 
http://www.jjc.edu/disability-services/Pages/default.aspx 

 
Computer  Labs       C-2014, C-2015, C-2016, C-2017 
These labs are open each day and are intended for students to use for preparing their papers, 
completing assignments, and conducting electronic research.  Other labs are available throughout the 
campus. 
 
Academic Skills Center       A-1138, ext. 2284 
Testing and tutoring services (ACT COMPASS, GED, TEAS, iCampus) 
http://www.jjc.edu/academic-skills-center/Pages/default.aspx 

 
International Students / LEAP Center     A-1114, ext. 2262 
Tutors for assisting with English language pronunciation, vocabulary, speaking, and listening skills for 
non-native speakers of English. 
http://www.jjc.edu/international-students/Pages/Intensive-EAP.aspx 

 
 

SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS: 
 
WEEK 1: Introduction to the Course—Purpose and Overview 

http://www.jjc.edu/academic-behavior-standards/Pages/code-of-conduct.aspx
http://www.jjc.edu/academic-behavior-standards/Pages/code-of-conduct.aspx
http://www.jjc.edu/library/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.jjc.edu/tlc/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.jjc.edu/project-achieve/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.jjc.edu/disability-services/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.jjc.edu/academic-skills-center/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.jjc.edu/international-students/Pages/Intensive-EAP.aspx
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Overview of syllabus, Guide to Learning, and supporting materials (e.g., Canvas site) 
Overview of readings and requirements for course, including selected longer works 
Review and/or Refocus on argumentative essay writing 
READINGS: 

 Review of EA chapters 1 and 7 (based on assessment of student prior knowledge of argument) 

 EA chapter 17 

 Who Says? chapter 2 
OTHER ASSESSMENTS—Instructor’s choice throughout course: 

 Quiz on reading assignments 

 Reading journal: brief summaries of single readings 

 Online Website resources 

 Prewriting activities 

 Peer groups 

 Grammar review/exercises as needed and in context 
 
WEEK 2: Introduction to Research Methods 
READINGS: 

 EA chapters 18 and 19 

 Who Says? chapters 1 and 6 

 Little Seagull sections R1-R3 (optional) 
 
INTRODUCTORY LIBRARY SESSION:  This session can be 20-30 minutes in length.  It is an overview of what the library is, 

how we help students through our resources, and discussing why an academic library will help them become 
more successful researchers.  There will be a short assignment during the session on understanding what the 
library is. These should be scheduled by the Instructor during a designated class period in Week 2 or 3. 

 
(Note for Instructors:  The Faculty Librarians are available for multiple-visit instruction sessions.  Using the Library 

and the Librarians throughout the semester has proven to enhance students’ understanding of the research 

process, using appropriate academic sources and ultimately leading to more successful research papers.  To 

schedule an introductory session, Contact the Librarians at 815.280.2665 or fill-out the online request form.) 

 

(Option:  You do not need to schedule a first library visit during this early time in the semester if you do not feel it 

appropriate or necessary yet. Feel free to schedule times that best suit your course and your students’ needs).  

WEEK 3: Arguing to Evaluate (Shorter Essay 1—Evaluation Essay) 
READINGS: 

 EA chapter 10 

 Who Says? chapter 5, chapter 3 if necessary 
WRITING REQUIREMENT:  Evaluation Essay (minimum 1000 words) 
 
WEEKS 4-6: Focus on Extended Argument—Terms of Service 
READINGS:  

 Terms of Service (chapter assignments distributed over three weeks) 

 Supplemental materials provided by the instructor 

ASSIGNMENTS: Instructors may require small and large group discussions/debates, summary/response assignments, 
quizzes, a reading journal, or other exercises and assignments during the reading of Terms of Service. 

 
WEEK 7: Analyzing Longer Texts (Shorter Essay 2) 
READINGS: 

http://www.jjc.edu/library/Pages/ClassInstruction.aspx
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 Longer analysis can take multiple argumentative forms, so instructors may choose to focus on EA chapter 8, 9, or 
11 to guide form of longer analysis 

 WS chapters 7 and 9; review of chapter 3 if necessary 

 EA chapters 20-22 
WRITING REQUIREMENT: Shorter Essay 2, Analysis of a Longer Text (minimum 1000 words; outside research required) 
 
WEEK 8:  The Research Paper—Beginnings…Choosing a Topic 
READINGS: 

 EA review of argumentative styles (instructors may require a specific kind of argumentative format for research 
papers—if so, assign/review appropriate chapter of EA [for example, if instructor wants research paper to be 
Rogerian or Toulmin in structure, assign EA chapter 7]) 

 WS chapter 4 
 

Instructor’s Choice: Secondary Library Instruction Session:  During Weeks 8 and 9 bring your class back for more in-depth 

discussion and activities involving the research process.  Sessions will be the entire class period – or longer if need be.  

Students will learn concepts of information literacy (What is a “credible” source, what is credibility? Why does this matter? 

Students will learn how to find and use current, relevant, authoritative and non-biased information for their research 

projects.)  Students will also get more involved explanations of why and how we use the electronic resources at the library 

(databases, e-books, digital collections) 

 
WEEK 9: The Research Paper—Finding Sources, Creating a Working Bibliography 
READINGS: 

 Review as necessary of relevant chapters in WS and EA 

 Review of MLA formatting (for fall 2016 semester use EA chapter 22 only—other texts have not been updated 
with new MLA style. The English department also has copies of the new MLA handbook you may consult for 
teaching the new MLA style) 

LIBRARY and LAB TIME:  Scheduled library time is recommended for work on the working bibliography.  Computer lab 
time is also desirable for online research.  
WRITING REQUIREMENT:  Working Bibliography 
 
WEEK 10: The Research Paper—Proposing a Topic (Shorter Essay 3, Research Paper Proposal) 
READINGS: 

 EA chapter 12 
WRITING REQUIREMENT: Research Paper Proposal (minimum 750 words) [proposal should include a working thesis] 
 
WEEK 11: The Research Paper—the Annotated Bibliography 
READINGS: 

 WS chapter 8 

 TLS section W-12 

 Review of MLA formatting 
WRITING REQUIREMENT:  Annotated Bibliography (minimum of 10 annotations) 
 
WEEK 12: The Research Paper—Outlining and Drafting  
READINGS: 

 WS reviews of chapters 2, 3, and 8 
WRITING REQUIREMENT:  Revised Thesis and Outline 
 
WEEKS 13 and 14: The Research Paper—Rough Draft to Final Draft 
READINGS: 

 WS chapter 10 
WRITING REQUIREMENT: Rough draft Week 13; final draft Week 14 
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ASSIGNMENTS:  Instructors may use a combination of peer review, group conferences, or individual conferences to 
review drafts of the research paper 

 
WEEK 14: Final Draft of the Research Paper 
WRITING REQUIREMENT:  Completed Research Paper at end of Week 14 (minimum 2500 words) 
Instructors may also use time this week to set up presentation assignment (cover chapters listed below for Week 15) 
 
WEEKS 15 and 16: Presentations  
READINGS: 

 EA chapters 14 and 15 

 WS review chapter 10 

ASSIGNMENT: PowerPoint Presentations for all students; peer evaluations of presentations using peer rubric (2 students 

per presentation recommended) 

FINAL EXAM WEEK: 
FINAL EXAM:  Additional writing or activities—instructor’s choice: 

 A self-assessment paper—overall course learning. 

 A revision of the research paper (limited to students between a “C” and a “D” who might benefit from the 
revision and who have been diligent throughout the course). 

 A written response or rhetorical or textual analysis of a partner’s research paper. 
 


