
ENGLISH 101:  Essay #4 
Causal Essay 

Length:  1250-1500 words 

Due Date: Wednesday, December 18th by 7:05 AM 

Desired Learning Outcomes: 

1. Formulate an original thesis based on a critical understanding of the causes and effects regarding an issue in 
America’s education system. 

2. Follow guidelines for effective unity, coherence, and development of paragraphs. 
3. Use the information from chapter 11 of EA to build an effective causal argument.  
4. Use quotations and/or paraphrases correctly as supporting evidence from the 4 outside sources (2 essays from 

RA and 2 sources of your choice), incorporating tags for voice and the correct punctuation.  NOTE: Quoting and 
documentation are mandatory for this assignment; if they are lacking, the paper will fail. 

5. Use the MLA style of parenthetical documentation for quotation and paraphrases.  Most handbooks 
recommend that 15-20% (no more or less) of the word count of the paper should be direct quotation. 

 

ASSIGNMENT: 

Focus on an issue within the American education system.  Think about the causes and effects of this issue and a little 
about possible solutions. 
 
You will craft a thesis that lays out the causes and effects of your issue and a possible solution. 
 
You will then argue the causes and effects of your chosen issue in your body paragraphs according to one of the three 
organizational methods from Chapter 11 of EA.  You will address the solution in your conclusion. 
 
You will include 4 sources in your essay.  2 of these sources will be from RA while the other 2 will be any sources of your 

choice that support your argument. 

 

ORGANIZATION METHODS: 

Arguments that state a cause and then examine its effects. 

 

Arguments that state an effect and then trace the effect back to its causes. 

 

Arguments that move through a series of links: A causes B, which leads to C and perhaps D. 


