
ENGLISH 101:  Essay #3 
Definition Essay 

Length:  1000-1250 words 

Due Date: Wednesday, November 22nd by 12:00 AM 

Desired Learning Outcomes: 

1. Formulate an original thesis based on a critical understanding of the definition of a word or term. 
2. Follow guidelines for effective unity, coherence, and development of paragraphs. 
3. Use the information from chapter 9 of EA to build an effective argument of definition.  
4. Use quotations and paraphrases correctly as supporting evidence from the 3 outside sources, incorporating 

tags for voice and the correct punctuation.  NOTE: Quoting and documentation are mandatory for this 
assignment; if they are lacking, the paper will fail. 

5. Use the MLA style of parenthetical documentation for quotation and paraphrases.  Most handbooks 
recommend that 15-20% (no more or less) of the word count of the paper should be direct quotation. 

 

ASSIGNMENT: 

Focus on a term or word that comes out of daily life in modern day America.  Think about a term that may have a 
controversial definition, or a term that has serious consequences for our society based on how it can or should be 
defined. 
 
You will craft a thesis that argues for a particular definition of your chosen term. 
 
You will then defend your definition within the body of your essay by interrogating, critiquing, and defending it and 
competing definitions/interpretations. 
 
You will also argue about the consequences of your definition: why should the word be defined this way?  What does 
that mean for our society?  What effect does that definition have on America or a certain segment of America?  
 
You will include 3 outside sources in your essay.  These sources should be used to defend your definition through real-

world examples in order to show the current relevance of your argument.  You should also include sources that force 

you to effectively address the opposition. 

 

Possible Terms: 

 Terrorism 

 Freedom 

 Race 

 Gender 

 Immigrant 

 American 

 Privacy 

 Liberal 

 Conservative 

 Feminism 

 Citizenship 

 Intelligence 

 Progress 

 Success 

 Family 

 Poverty 


