
Rhetoric 101 – Literature Analysis: Self Edit 

In order to complete this peer edit, please take out your copy of the essay assignment and rubric.  Answer ALL the 

questions. 

1. Read through the introduction.  Is there an attention-getter?  Circle it.  Does it in fact grab your attention?  If not, 

how can this be improved?  Underline the basic introduction to the author and story.  Draw a box around the 

thesis statement.  Does it have all the required components?  Does it have a clear claim?  Does it contain a literary 

element?  What needs to change or be fixed?   

2. Each body paragraph should focus on analyzing something within the story or set up an analysis of something 

within the story.  Paragraphs should not solely focus on an outside source; those sources should lead to your 

analysis or support your analysis. Does each paragraph do this?  Is there a clear topic sentence that identifies what 

the paragraph will be proving?  Is specific evidence used to support the analysis in each paragraph?  Is each piece 

of evidence integrated?  Is each piece of evidence analyzed and used to support the thesis? 

3. Ensure transitions are used between individual points and between paragraphs.  Circle all transitions.  Mark any 

places that need transitions. 

4. Does each paragraph build on the one before it and lead to the one after it in support of the thesis? 

5. Identify all direct quotations from the story and outside sources.  Is MLA format used for the in-text citations?  

6. You must have a Works Cited Page.  Be sure to follow MLA format on this page—the correct citation for the 

short story and outside sources 

7. Check MLA format – header, running header, title, margins, and font 

8. Check grammar.  Read through not only for punctuation, but for clarity and concise language. 
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