
ENGLISH 101:  Essay #2 
Classical Oration & Short Literature 

Length:  1000-1250 words 

Due Date: Sunday, October 30th by 7:05 AM 

Desired Learning Outcomes: 

1. Formulate an original thesis based on critical reading and understanding of a literary work; Argue your own 
interpretation of the literary work while addressing other interpretations. 

2. Follow guidelines for effective unity, coherence, and development of paragraphs. 
3. Use the vocabulary of literary analysis (PPT notes) accurately to interpret the work of literature. 
4. Use quotations and paraphrases correctly as supporting evidence from the source materials, incorporating tags 

for voice and the correct punctuation.  NOTE: Quoting and documentation are mandatory for this assignment; if 
they are lacking, the paper will fail. 

5. Use the MLA style of parenthetical documentation for quotation and paraphrases.  Most handbooks 
recommend that 15-20% (no more or less) of the word count of the paper should be direct quotation. 

 

ASSIGNMENT: 

For your literary analysis essay, you will use Ernest Hemingway’s “Cat in the Rain,” Franz Kafka’s “The Metamorphosis,” 
or William Faulkner’s “A Rose for Emily.” We have read through and discussed criticism on each short story. You are free 
to use the criticism we have discussed in class to help support your thesis (you are not required to use this); however, 
you will need to use three criticisms total, which will require you to do some research on your own.  You will need to 
refer to the JJC Databases; all your criticisms/support must be scholarly and credible. You are not limited to databases, 
but be very careful with sources you simply find through the internet. Ask yourself the following: Who is the author? 
What is the original source in which this was found?  What do you know about that source? Use newspapers, literary 
review sites, databases, interviews, documentaries, etc.  
 

**Please remember, you do not have to find criticism on the short story or about your specific topic.  It can be about 

the author in general, other stories, types of writing, or even historical information.  Find what you need to support your 
own original thesis. 
 
You have choices in terms of which literary element you choose to focus on for this essay. Below are your choices: 
 
Narration: In “Cat in the Rain,” the story is told from a 3rd person narrator, but it is told from the American wife’s point 

of view. In “The Metamorphosis,” the story is told from a 3rd person narrator, but it is mostly limited to Gregor’s point of 

view; and in “A Rose for Emily,” the story is told from a first person plural narrative voice; however, the point of view is 

questionable.  

Setting: time and place, specific and general, historical and literary. 

Characterization: Choose one character to analyze specifically in terms of the true meaning of the story OR choose one 

relationship that also exemplifies the true meaning of the story. 

Note: You should refer to your notes regarding narrative elements/terms. 

 

 

 

 

 



*”Cat in the Rain” was pulled from the following collection (use Purdue Owl to cite appropriately): 

Title: In Our Time 

 Author: Ernest Hemingway 

 Publisher: Scribner 

 City/State: New York 

 Copyright: 1925 

 *Don’t worry about the page ranges 

 

*” Metamorphosis” was pulled from the following collection (use Purdue Owl to cite appropriately): 

Title: Project Gutenberg EBook 

 Author: Franz Kafka 

 Translator: David Whyllie 

 Publisher: Project Gutenberg 

 City/State: n/a 

 Copyright: 2002 

 *Don’t worry about the page ranges 

*”A Rose for Emily” was pulled from the following anthology (use Purdue Owl to cite appropriately): 

 Title: The Story and Its Writer: An Introduction to Short Fiction 

 Editor: Anne Charters 

 Publisher: Bedfort/St. Martin’s 

 City/State: Boston 

 Copyright: 1995 

 *Don’t worry about the page ranges 


