
By Franz Kafka



Franz Kafka

 1883-1924

 Born into a middle-class, Jewish family in Prague

 Worked as a lawyer, wrote on the side

 Strained relationship with his father, engaged many times but never married

 Was a socialist/anarchist

 Wrote in a way that fused realism and the fantastic

 Typically wrote about isolated protagonists faced by bizarre or surrealistic 
predicaments and incomprehensible social-bureaucratic powers

 Has been interpreted as exploring themes of alienation, existential 
anxiety, guilt, and absurdity

 Wanted his work burned after his death, his friend didn’t listen

The story

 First published in 1915

 Tells the story of a business man who lives 
with his family, suddenly wakes up one 
morning to find himself transformed into a 
“monstrous vermin”

 Famous for its different subject matter and 
different writing style

 Think about how it might be interpreted 
based on the themes he explored



 Annotate for the following:

 The description of Gregor and how he reacts to his change.

 The attitude of Gregor towards his job and employer.

 The relationship between Gregor and the members of his family.

 When finished, answer the following:

1. Why does Gregor have the job he does?  How does he feel about that job?

2. How is work and its role in life portrayed overall in this story?  Think about the different 
characters’ relationships to it.

3. What is Gregor’s relationship with his family like?  Does it change over the course of the 
story?  How?

4. Does Gregor change or stay the same over the course of the story?  Why?

5. What is the meaning of the picture frame in the story?

6. Why a “horrible vermin?”  Why do you think Kafka had his main character turn into this?

7. Why doesn’t anyone think of curing or helping Gregor?  What point do you think Kafka is 
making?


