
TERMS FOR FICTION

English 101



Overview of Terms and 
Concepts
 Narrator

 Setting

 Plot

 Character

 Diction

 Theme

 Genres and Conventions



A speaker through whom the author presents 
a story.  The narrator may also be a character.

• Person

• Persona

• Focus or Point of View

• Reliability

• Defining the narrator of a work

Narrators



Person

Singular Plural

 First Person—I, me, my

 Second Person—you

 Third Person—he, she, it

 First Person—we, us

 Second person—you

 Third person—they 



Persona

 A Latin term meaning “mask.”

 Often applied to a first-person narrator.

 Sometimes equated with the implied author.

 Not literally the author of the work.



Focus or Point of View

 Omniscient—a third-person narrator who 
knows all—the actions and thoughts of all 
characters.

 Limited

 Central Consciousness—a third-person narrator 
who concentrates on one character’s actions and 
thoughts.

 First-person narrators are always limited to their 
own thoughts, actions, and perceptions, which 
may include issues of reliability.



Reliability

Issues of narrative reliability include the 
following concerns:

 Honesty, deliberate or accidental

 Limits of intellect

 Limits of maturity

 Limits of knowledge concerning events

 Limits of knowledge of culture, class, or social 
conventions



Defining the Narrator of a 
Work

Person + Number + Point of View + Reliability = 
Type of Narrator



The combination of place, historical 
time, and social milieu.

• Time

• Place

Setting



Time
 Literal Times

 Historic Time—actual dates; may include the 
future.

 Clock Time—actual minutes and hours

 Symbolic Times
 Seasonal Time—spring, summer, autumn, winter–

associations with the cycles of life and specific 
genres

 Cyclical Time—day and night, sunrise and sunset, 
noon and midnight

 Undefined Times—meant to be “universal”



Place

 Literal Places—
geographic names, 
actual or fictional.

 Symbolic Places—
often connected to 
genres.

 Undefined Places—
deliberately undefined 
and meant to be 
“universal” or 
mysterious. Faulkner’s  Fictional 

Yoknapatawpha County
Mississippi



The arrangement and interrelation of events.
• Five Stages of Plots

• Conflicts

• Turning Point

• Flashbacks

• Linear vs. Episodic

Plot



Five Stages of Plots

1. Exposition—Defines character and setting

2. Rising Action—Exposes conflicts

3. Climax—Peak or turning point of conflict or 
conflicts

4. Falling Action—Unraveling of events

5. Resolution or Dénouement—Conclusion

NOTE:  A work may have more than one conflict 
and climax, and the plot may not resolve at 
all.



Conflicts

 INNER CONFLICTS
 A conflict within a main character or narrator

 Common to first-person narrators

 Often connected to an action or failure to act

 OUTER CONFLICTS
 Often identified as man vs. man, man vs. society, or 

man vs. nature

 More common to action stories and third-person
narratives

NOTE:  Many works have multiple conflicts, with varying 
turning points and resolutions or lack of resolution.



.Turning Points

 Inner Conflicts—a moment of recognition or 
decision.

 Outer Conflicts—a pivotal moment of change 
that propels the action 



Flashbacks

 “A scene that interrupts the present action of 
a narrative work to depict some earlier 
event—often one that occurred before the 
opening scene of the work—via reverie, 
remembrance, dreaming, or some other 
mechanism” (Murfin, The Bedford Glossary of 
Critical and Literary Terms 179).

 In media res—the Latin term for beginning a 
narrative “ in the middle of things” and then 
flashing back.



Linear vs. Episodic Plots

Linear Episodic or “Epic”

 A single, unified time, 
place, and action.

 A clear cycle of plot parts, 
with a definitive resolution.

 Questioned for lack of 
“reality” in 20th-century 
works.

 Associated with Aristotle, 
Poetics

 A series of stories or 
episodes, with multiple 
plot lines, settings, and 
conflicts.

 Common to soap operas 
and series.


