
ANALYSIS OF SHORT LITERATURE
Rhetoric 101



ERNEST HEMINGWAY’S
“CAT IN THE RAIN”

Ernest Hemingway (1899-1961), arguably one of the most prominent American story-tellers of his time, 
wrote “Cat in the Rain,” first published in 1925. 

The story is about an American man and wife on vacation in Italy. 

Due to its placement as realistic literature, it is considered part of the Modernist genre. 

Acclaims are as follows:
When it was published, In Our Time received acclaim from many notable authors of the period, including 
"Ford Madox Ford (“The Good Soldier”), John Dos Passos (USA Trilogy), and F. Scott Fitzgerald (The 
Great Gatsby)" who praised "its simple and precise use of language to convey a wide range of complex 
emotions, and it earned Hemingway a place beside Sherwood Anderson (Winesburg, Ohio) and Gertrude 
Stein (The Biography of Alice B. Toklas) among the most promising American writers of that period."[2] In a 
New York Times book review from October 1925, titled Preludes to a Mood, the reviewer praised 
Hemingway for his use of language, which he described as "fibrous and athletic, colloquial and fresh, hard 
and clean; his very prose seems to have an organic being of its own. Every syllable counts toward a 
stimulating, entrancing experience of magic."[

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford_Madox_Ford
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Dos_Passos
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/F._Scott_Fitzgerald
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sherwood_Anderson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gertrude_Stein
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cat_in_the_Rain#cite_note-Hemingway_1925.2C_2006-2
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cat_in_the_Rain#cite_note-3


MULTIPLE READINGS
For our first time through, pens down. 
We are going to do a general reading simply to familiarize ourselves with context, 
meaning, setting, and characterization. 

For our second reading, we are going to need three volunteers, willing to read with 
some affliction, charisma. We will need a narrator, the American wife, the maid, the 
padrone, and George. 

While reading, please annotated for the following questions as best you can on your 
own. 

After our second reading, you will work with your study buddy, collaborating ideas 
and discussing these questions based on your original ideas (15 minutes). You must 
prove your responses (evidence).



YOUR ASSIGNMENT
While you delve into the short but complex story by Hemingway, you should be actively reading – pen in hand. 

Annotate for the following:
a) imagery – note the nature references; what do they all mean? (If you are familiar with Hemingway, this may help).
b) contrasting relationships, actions, or dialogue
c) characterization of both the American wife, her husband, the Padrone
d) the switch from “wife” to “girl” – why??

When we are finished with the second reading, complete the following:
1) This story is about much more than a woman finding a cat. Considering the context of when the story was written, what is 
this story really about? Provide evidence for your analysis from the story as well as outside research regarding what was 
happening during this time period.  
2) Dissect the relationship of the American married couple. Choose one adjective to describe this relationship; provide 
evidence for your claim (Don’t just play it safe – think of a specific adjective and prove it).
3) The ending to this story is ambiguous. Why do you think Hemingway left it this way? Analyze, and provide evidence, for your 
interpretation of the ending to this story. 
4) This story is told from a third person point of view. Why? What are the advantages and disadvantages, in this particular 
case, to telling the story from this perspective?
5) Some people consider this a feminist story while others argue, looking at Hemingway’s background, that it couldn’t possibly 
be a feminist text. What do you think? Provide evidence for your claim. 



CRITICISM

All citation information is included on the cover page of your handout.

Complete the following as you read through the scholarly article on “Cat in the 
Rain”

 Annotate the criticism for areas that you agree with and areas that you disagree with and then in the 
margins write why.

 Circle and define all unknown vocabulary.

 True annotations

(mark areas that you agree with that cite information from the source accurately, mark areas 
that cite information from the short story that you do not think are analyzed appropriately)

 Annotate for areas that you didn’t think of or about until you read the criticism.

 Annotate for areas that use argumentative (persuasive) language.

 Underline the Miller Coe’s thesis statement


