
Conclusions

Don’t just repeat!



Wrap it up!

 You need to bring your argument to a close

Wrap up any loose ends

 The key is to keep from just summarizing/repeating what you just 

argued

 Try to further your argument, go big or go home!



Some ideas of how:

Restate your main point (kinda lame, though – but it can be 
used to lead into the rest of your conclusion)

Discuss the implications of your argument

End with an anecdote

Refer to the beginning (take it full circle)

Call to action

End with an analysis of the ideas themselves – do you agree or 
disagree with the argument (regardless of how it was made)?



Example 1:
From NFG: Hannah Berry, The Fashion Industry: Free to be an individual

With these pioneering fashion ads that celebrate blowing your own 

horn or shooting up fancy French lighting fixtures for fun, young women 

are told to accessorize their inner beauty with articles of clothing 

geared toward their distinctive individual desires. “You don’t have to 

just try to be beautiful in the ways other women do,” they say; “you can 

strike out on your own, and our products will help you do it.”  The extent 

to which women will respond to these messages remains to be seen, 

but certainly the ads themselves achieve a strikingly different look.  

Whether celebrating individual talents or random acts of defiance in 

our everyday lives, they dare us to accessorize our personalities.



Example 2:
From NFG, Stephanie Huff, Metaphor and Society in Shelley’s “Sonnet”

These metaphors of light are few, however, in comparison to those of 

grim distortion.  So, too, are this one individual’s radiance and zeal too 

little to alter the warped darkness they temporarily pierce.  This one 

person, though bright, is not bright enough to light up the rest of 

civilization and create real change.  The light simply confirms the dark 

falsity that comprises the rest of the world.  Shelley gives us one flame of 

hope, only to reveal to us what little chance it has under the 

suffocating veil.  Both the metaphors of grim distortion and those of 

radiant incandescence work together in this poem to highlight the 

world’s counterfeit nature.


