
“In Defense of Denial” Final Practice Questions  

1. In the Paragraph 6, the speaker’s primary purpose in stating, “Nevertheless, when I got the diagnosis 

eight years ago, I chose denial. If ever you’re entitled to be selfish, I thought (and still think), this is it” 

is to do all of the following EXCEPT 

a.  appeal to the audience’s sense of logic. 

b. emphasize he does not regret his choice.  

c. invoke the right of self-determination. 

d. undermine his own message of honesty at all costs.  

2. The speaker’s use of the acting reference throughout the speech is to do all of the following EXCEPT 

A. emphasize denial is a performance. 

B. establish others may not believe the lie. 

C. highlight his denial is multifaceted.  

D. display his pompous nature. 

3. The primary rhetorical function of the opening line: “And my basic intention has been to deceive. So 

I’m sorry about that. Some topics – Is it decaf? – require absolute honesty. With others – military 

secrets, noncontagious diseases – there may be legitimate exceptions” is to 

a. Exemplify the speaker’s dilemma.  

b. establish the speaker’s credibility. 

c. challenge the audience to debate his legitimacy.  

d. establish the moral guideline permitting his behavior.  

4. The speaker presents all of the following EXCEPT 

a. A message to highlight the benefits of denial 

b. A condemnation on letting one’s disease control one’s life 

c. A promotion of being honest with your close friends and family 

d. A critical reasoning for different strategies in dealing with a disease 

5. The speaker includes an allusion to the recent September 11 attack to  

a.  highlight the change in focus that comes from being ill.  

b. disapprove of the actions of the terrorists.  

c. develop an analogy between having a disease and being a victim.  

d. contradict his assertion that we have all the time in the world. 

6. The author relies most heavily on this technique:  

a. Ethos  

b. Understatement  

c.  Hyperbole  

d. Burlesque  

7. How do the opening paragraphs serve as an example of ethical appeal (ethos)?  

a. Classifies people with diseases as having 3 choices  

b. Identifies the famous people who suffer from Parkinson’s 

c. Establishes the author as an authority figure because he has Parkinson’s   

d. Encourages the reader to sympathize with the struggles of Parkinson’s patients 

 



 

Directions: Examine the cartoon) Then, use both “In Defense of Denial” and the cartoon to answer the 

following questions.  

 

1. Consider the sign labeled “Face Mask…” and the woman’s NFL t-shirt. What is ironic about this 

pairing?  

a. The sign identifies a face mask for football, but the woman is not in need of one since she does 

not play football.  

b. The sign identifies a face mask for football, but the woman is using make-up to protect herself 

from her football playing husband.  

c. The sign identifies a face mask for protection, but the woman is already injured.  

d. The sign identifies a face mask for protection, but the woman’s products are only superficial.   

 

2. What societal flaw is addressed in this cartoon? 

a. Government corruption  

b. single motherhood 

c. vanity 

d. acceptance of domestic violence 

 

3. By including a black eye in the picture, the cartoonist effectively uses… 

a. Logos to highlight how women are mistreated.  

b. Logos to highlight how a woman is able to endure through the use of tools.  

c. Pathos to create a sense of satisfaction that the woman is able to cover up a blemish.  

d. Pathos to create outrage for the plight of battered women.  

 

4. Which of the following statements is best supported by the ideas presented in both “In Defense of 

Denial” and the cartoon?  

a. Both selections suggest that denial is a common tactic to cope with negative things.  

b. Both selections suggest that denial is a good long-term solution.  

c. Both selections suggest that denial is always accepted by society.  

d. Both selections suggest that should only be practiced by those with life-threatening diseases. .  
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