
More Final Exam Practice

Nixon & Reagan Speeches

NOTE: The Nixon speech was never delivered.

Contingency = just in case (back up plan)



1. Which quote best expresses the intended 
message of Nixon’s speech??

A. “Fate has ordained that the men who went to the moon to explore 

in peace will stay on the moon to rest in peace.”

B. “In their exploration, they stirred the people of the world to feel as 

one; in their sacrifice, they bind more tightly the brotherhood of 

man.”

C. “In modern times, we do much the same, but our heroes are epic 

men of flesh and blood.” 

D. “For every human being who looks up at the moon in the nights to 

come will know that there is some corner of another world that is 

forever mankind.”



1. Which quote best expresses the intended 
message of Nixon’s speech??

A. “Fate has ordained that the men who went to the moon to explore in 
peace will stay on the moon to rest in peace.”

B. “In their exploration, they stirred the people of the world to feel as one; in 
their sacrifice, they bind more tightly the brotherhood of man.” →focus 
should be more on the astronauts being remembered, than that they 
brought the nation together

C. “In modern times, we do much the same, but our heroes are epic men of 
flesh and blood.” 

D. “For every human being who looks up at the moon in the nights to 
come will know that there is some corner of another world that is 
forever mankind.” 
➔ Focusing on remembering those who died
➔ Tip: Pay attention to the END of the text for theme!



2. The theme Nixon’s speech  is which of the 
following?
A. Despite this loss, America’s space program will 

continue. 

B. The future of the space program is uncertain. 

C. There are some tragedies that you can’t get over. 

D. Space is a dangerous and terrifying place.



2. The theme Nixon’s speech  is which of the 
following?
A. Despite this loss, America’s space program will continue. 

➔ Note how often it talks about continuing

B.  The future of the space program is uncertain. → no mention 

that they will stop; the program will continue as planned

C.  There are some tragedies that you can’t get over.  → they will 

get over it

D.  Space is a dangerous and terrifying place. → while potentially 

true, his focus is more on remembering those who died



3. Nixon repeats the phrase “they will be 
mourned”; does does this repetition 
accomplish for the audience?

A. It reveals that Nixon is forgetting what he’s talking about, so 

he’s repeating himself. 

B. It shows that Nixon doesn’t care about his audience. 

C. It enhances the importance that the astronauts will be 

mourned.  

D. It portrays that this is very emotional.  



3. Nixon repeats the phrase “they will be 
mourned”; does does this repetition 
accomplish for the audience?

A. It reveals that Nixon is forgetting what he’s talking about, so 

he’s repeating himself. → not a thing

B. It shows that Nixon doesn’t care about his audience. → this 

defeats rhetoric’s purpose

C. It enhances the importance that the astronauts will be 

mourned. 

D. It portrays that this is very emotional.  → focus more on the words, and 

try to be specific



4. Regan states, Nancy and I are pained to the core by 
the tragedy of the shuttle Challenger. We know we 
share this pain with all of the people of our country. This 
is truly a national loss.” The main purpose of this is 

A. To show the audience that he and his wife are different. 

B. To show the audience that he has a wife. 

C. To show the audience that he and his wife share the country’s 

sorrow. 

D. To show the audience that he and his wife are American. 



4. Regan states, Nancy and I are pained to the core by 
the tragedy of the shuttle Challenger. We know we 
share this pain with all of the people of our country. This 
is truly a national loss.” The main purpose of this is 

A. To show the audience that he and his wife are different. → this would 
indicate that the president and his wife have different grief responses 
(which they don’t)

B. To show the audience that he has a wife. → a previously well-established 
fact

C. To show the audience that he and his wife share the country’s sorrow. 
➔ Nancy = wife; they are like all Americans right now in how they 

feel
D.  To show the audience that he and his wife are American. → a previously 
well-established fact



5. When Nixon writes, “Others will follow, and surely find 
their way home. Man's search will not be denied. But 
these men were the first, and they will remain the 
foremost in our hearts. For every human being who looks 
up at the moon in the nights to come will know that 
there is some corner of another world that is forever 
mankind”, what is the tone of these lines? 
A. Apathetic

B. Mournful

C. Inspirational

D. Light-hearted



5. When Nixon writes, “Others will follow, and surely find their 
way home. Man's search will not be denied. But these men 
were the first, and they will remain the foremost in our hearts. 
For every human being who looks up at the moon in the nights 
to come will know that there is some corner of another world 
that is forever mankind”, what is the tone of these lines? 

A. Apathetic → he cares (apathy=don’t care)
B. Mournful→ while they died, this is more about honoring their 

memory than being sad they died
C. Inspirational

➔ He’s still looking forward, and he’s saying we will literally, 
be able to look up to them

D. Light-hearted → he has a more formal tone (respect for the situation)



6. In paragraph 4, Reagan’s intended 
audience shifts 

A. From the families to the nation. 

B. From the nation to the families. 

C. From school children to the nation. 

D. From the nation to school children. 



6. In paragraph 4, Reagan’s intended 
audience shifts 

A. From the families to the nation. 

B. From the nation to the families. 

C. From school children to the nation. 

D. From the nation to school children. 



7. Which part of Reagan's speech appeals 
most to the audience’s sense of logic? 

A. Paragraphs 1 & 2

B. Paragraphs 3 & 4

C. Paragraph 6

D. There is no logos in the speech. 



7. Which part of Reagan's speech appeals 
most to the audience’s sense of logic? 

A. Paragraphs 1 & 2 → while he intros the speech and talks about 
what he will address, and says he’s sad, he’s not providing 
much in the way of new info

B. Paragraphs 3 & 4
➔ While it’s not a statistic, it’s still factual information 

about the space program and the families; it includes 
details about the families and those who died

C.  Paragraph 6
D.  There is no logos in the speech. 



8. In paragraph 4, Reagan discusses the 
families. He includes this section in order to 

A. Provide a transition to his final point. 

B. Increase his credibility and appeal to their 

emotions. 

C. Address the opposition. 

D. Provide concrete data about the space program. 



8. In paragraph 4, Reagan discusses the 
families. He includes this section in order to 

A. Provide a transition to his final point. → not the end

B. Increase his credibility and appeal to their 

emotions. 

➔He’s showing, as president, he cares about 

his people, and acknowledges their grief

C.  Address the opposition. → no opposition here

D.  Provide concrete data about the space program.  



9. A common theme of both speeches can be 
identified as 

A. Life is short and painful 

B. Despite tragic loss, those lost will be 

remembered. 

C. Tragedy breaks the American spirit. 

D. Tragedy gives our lives meaning. 



9. A common theme of both speeches can be 
identified as 
A. Life is short and painful → while they died suddenly, this is a 

tragedy rather than the rule
B. Despite tragic loss, those lost will be remembered. 

➔ Each speech talks about those lost
C.  Tragedy breaks the American spirit. → the presidents are 
refusing to say the country is broken; we can overcome this
D.  Tragedy gives our lives meaning. → infers that only by bad 
things happening do we have meaning; they’re saying we should 
find meaning IN SPITE of this, not because of it



10. Both speeches share the same tone. What 
is the tone of both pieces? 

A. Apathetic 

B. Determined 

C. Conceited

D. Modest



10. Both speeches share the same tone. What 
is the tone of both pieces? 

A. Apathetic → he cares (apathy = not caring)

B. Determined 

➔While a tragedy has struck, the presidents are 

determined to remember the astronauts, and 

move on

C.  Conceited → he’s not being selfish/egotistical here; the 

focus is on the victims

D.  Modest → he’s not minimizing their achievements 



11. The purpose for both Reagan and Nixon is 
to sway their audience to believe that 

A. Tragedy separates people and isolates them. 

B. Tragedy results in a great memory of what 

happened. 

C. Tragedy only results in feelings of defeat. 

D. Tragedy can provide purpose and the desire to 

continue on. 



11. The purpose for both Reagan and Nixon is 
to sway their audience to believe that 

A. Tragedy separates people and isolates them. → he’s trying to 

unite the country in their grief 

B. Tragedy results in a great memory of what happened. → this 

almost implies that it’s worth it for the memory of that day; inaccurate

C. Tragedy only results in feelings of defeat. → he’s telling the country 

they can overcome

D. Tragedy can provide purpose and the desire to continue 
on. 
➔ Just because this really bad thing happened, doesn’t 

mean that American won’t continue to go on



12. Both Reagan and Nixon use the word 
“we”; what is the purpose of this repetition? 

A. It separates the president from his people. 

B. It establishes a commonality between the president and 

his people. 

C. It explains the tragic events. 

D. It creates logos. 



12. Both Reagan and Nixon use the word 
“we”; what is the purpose of this repetition? 

A. It separates the president from his people. 

B. It establishes a commonality between the president 

and his people. 

➔ “We” & “us” unite people as a 1st person pronoun

C.  It explains the tragic events. 

D.  It creates logos. 



13. Which quote best expresses Reagan’s 
intended message? 
A. “We mourn their loss as a nation together.”

B. “I've always had great faith in and respect for our space program, and what 

happened today does nothing to diminish it. We don't hide our space program. We 

don't keep secrets and cover things up. We do it all up front and in public. That's the 

way freedom is, and we wouldn't change it for a minute.”

C. “I want to add that I wish I could talk to every man and woman who works for NASA 

or who worked on this mission and tell them: "Your dedication and professionalism 

have moved and impressed us for decades. And we know of your anguish. We share 

it."”

D. “The crew of the space shuttle Challenger honored us by the manner in which they 

lived their lives. We will never forget them, nor the last time we saw them, this 

morning, as they prepared for their journey and waved goodbye and "slipped the 

surly bonds of earth" to "touch the face of God."”



13. Which quote best expresses Reagan’s 
intended message? 
A. “We mourn their loss as a nation together.” → this more describes the action
B. “I've always had great faith in and respect for our space program, and what 

happened today does nothing to diminish it. We don't hide our space program. We 
don't keep secrets and cover things up. We do it all up front and in public. That's the 
way freedom is, and we wouldn't change it for a minute.” →  this is more focused on 
freedom and the program’s history

C. “I want to add that I wish I could talk to every man and woman who works for NASA 
or who worked on this mission and tell them: "Your dedication and professionalism 
have moved and impressed us for decades. And we know of your anguish. We share 
it."” →  this is thanking people at NASA

D. “The crew of the space shuttle Challenger honored us by the manner in which 
they lived their lives. We will never forget them, nor the last time we saw them, 
this morning, as they prepared for their journey and waved goodbye and 
"slipped the surly bonds of earth" to "touch the face of God."” → address that 
the astronauts will be remembered



14. When Nixon describes the astronauts and 
who will mourn them, what rhetorical device 
is primarily used? 

A. Emotional Appeal (pathos)

B. Appeal to authority (ethos)

C. Logical Appeal (logos)

D. Figurative language 



14. When Nixon describes the astronauts and 
who will mourn them, what rhetorical device 
is primarily used? 

A. Emotional Appeal (pathos) → mourning appeals to 

the emotions (sadness/grief)

B. Appeal to authority (ethos)

C. Logical Appeal (logos)

D. Figurative language 





Watch the speech!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qa7icmqgsow

