
English 2 Honors Semester 2 Final Exam Study Guide 
 
 
Skills/Devices to Know  

characterization 
colons  
commas  
conflict 
context clues  
diction 
digression  
ethos  

exposition  
imagery 
inference 
juxtaposition  
logos 
metaphor 
pathos  
purpose 

repetition 
semicolons  
setting 
speaker 
symbolism 
theme 
tone 
tone shift 

    

Additional Words to Know  
abide 
allusion 
ambiguous 
apathetic 
aperture 
arrogant 
communal 
condemnation 
contempt  
credulity 
demeaning 

derisive 
didactic 
expectorating 
facetious 
feebly 
haughty 
heredity 
incessantly  
induce 
inflationary 
inherent  

ironic 
jovial 
menacing 
nostalgic 
pompous 
primitive 
procurement 
rescinded 
reverent 
sabotage 
unwarranted 
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1. Commas (,) in a series (lists): Use commas to separate 3 or more words, phrases, or clauses in a list.  

Ex:  Many teachers enjoy sleeping late, reading books, and relaxing vacations. 
  

2. Semicolons (,) in a series with commas: Use semicolons between items in a list that already involve commas. 

Ex:  The sweaters I bought today are blue, yellow, and white; red, black, and white; and green, orange, and tan.  
 

3. Colons (,) before a series: Use a colon after an independent clause when introducing a list. 

Ex:  Summer break allows time for many activities: walking my dogs, reading new books, and going to the beach. 
 

4. Commas (,) to join 2 sentences: Use a comma & a logical coordinating conjunction (F.A.N.B.O.Y.S. = for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) 

to join 2 independent clauses (complete sentences). 

Ex:  My dogs love cuddling on the couch, but they never turn down a trip to the park.       
 

5. Semicolons (;) to join 2 sentences: Use a semicolon to join 2 closely related, independent clauses. 

Ex:  My dogs love cuddling on the couch; however, they never turn down a trip to the park.  
 

6. Colons (;) to join 2 sentences: Use a colon to join 2 independent clauses when the second clause emphasizes or explains the first. 

Ex:  I always recommend Cooper’s Hawk: it offers an extensive and affordable menu 
 

7. Commas (,) after introductory clauses, phrases, or words: Use a comma after a phrase, clause, or word that comes before the 

main clause. Common starters include: if, before, because, while, nonessential appositive phrases, long prepositional phrases, 

infinitive phrases, & transition words.   

Ex:  After studying for the final exam, I’ll pass the test and celebrate the arrival of summer break! 
 

 

8. Commas (,) with consecutive adjectives: Use a comma between 2 or more equal ranking words describing the same person, 

place, thing, or idea. If you’re able to flip flop the order of the adjectives or you can insert the word “and” between them & the 

sentence still makes sense, then you should insert a comma between the two adjectives. No sense = no comma. 

Ex:  The funny, suspenseful movie was underrated.                        comma needed    (funny suspenseful movie = suspenseful funny movie) 

 He wrote his first historical novel for a school assignment.    NO comma needed              (first historical novel ≠ historical first novel) 

***Visit Purdue OWL or ChompChomp online for more grammar practice.  
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