
A Tale Of Two Cities Book the Third “The Track of a Storm” Annotation Guide  

Use these questions to help guide your reading; these are moments of importance that may slip your notice. 

These can also be things that you annotate for in your book.  

Note: Charles is called an emigrant often because he has left France to live in England.  

Note: Some footnotes are available here for you to use.  

 

Chapter 1: In Secret (236-246) 

1. How is Darnay’s travel described? Pay particular attention to Dickens’ repetition and his 

characterization of the revolutionaries in each town. 

2. What does Darnay realize (“began to perceive”) once he has arrived in France? Consider how this may 

foreshadow things to come. 

3. “The universal watchfulness so encompasses him, that if he had been taken in a net, or were being 

forwarded to his destination in a cage, he could not have felt his freedom more completely gone” 

(236): what is Dickens emphasizing in this quotation? 

4. The red-capped revolutionaries wake up Charles in the middle of the night; what do they tell him? 

(237) How does Charles feel while riding with his armed escort? (238) What does he not allow himself 

to feel? 

5. What finally is “alarming” to Charles? 

6. What does Charles say to defend himself? How does the crowd react? 

7. What decree was passed on the day Charles left England? 

8. What are Charles and his escort not able to get on the road to Paris? (239) When Charles arrives at 

Paris, what is he surprised to hear himself called? 

9. What does Charles notice about getting in and out of Paris? (Ingress and egress) (240) Which main 

character ended up as Charles’ escort? 

10. Under what charge is Charles arrested? Where is he to be held? 

11. What questions does Defarge ask Charles? What word serves “as a gloomy reminder”? (241) Defarge 

says “‘Other people have been similarly buried in worse prisons, before now’” (242): how does Charles 

respond? What is Defarge’s response in turn? What is being emphasized in this exchange? 

12. What does Defarge repeatedly say he will do for Charles? 

13. What is Charles surprised to see that the people are used to? 

14. Charles now regrets coming to Paris; what detail foreshadows that he may come to regret this even 

more? (243) What thing was not yet well-known to the people? 

15. The man with the bloated face repeats “‘how many more!’” (243); what is being emphasized here? 

16. How is La Force described? (244) 

17. Charles mentions that they seem to be ghosts; consider how this is both literal and figurative. 

18. What is the “inversion” or juxtaposition of the prisoners? 

19. What does the prisoner ask Charles? Consider how it fits in with the title, and how it describes his 

imprisonment. 

20. How is Charles imprisoned? 

21. When Charles is left alone, what does he say it is like? 

22. What does Charles think about and do in order to stay sane during the final paragraph? 

 

Chapter 2: The Grindstone (246-252) 
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23. The Monseigneur from 2.7 is mentioned again; what has happened to him? To his house? 

24. What day is it? 

25. What is the grindstone and how is it described? (248) What does Lorry thank god for? How is this 

dramatic irony? 

26. What feelings does Lorry start to have?  

27. Who shows up? (249) 

28. What about Manette has given him status and power in France?  

29. What does Lorry ask Lucie and Manette not to do? Do they listen?  

30. What does he tell Lucie she must do as a matter of Life and Death?  

31. What is going on in the yard? How are the men working the grindstone? Be on the lookout for motifs.  

32. What can you infer is the stain? (251) 

33. Lorry tells Manette that the frenzied crowd is doing what exactly?  

34. What does Manette leave to do? How does the crowd assist him in this mission?  

 

Chapter 3: The Shadow (253-257) 

35. What juxtaposition is made between Mr. Lorry’s business mind (that cares about Tellson’s Bank) and 

his personal?  

36. Why does Lorry decide against asking Defarge for help?  

37. Who drops off Doctor Manette’s note? What does it say? (254) 

38. What does Lorry ‘scarcely notice’? Considering what we know about his new companion, why is it bad 

that Lorry doesn’t fully understand what’s going on?  

39. They see Madame Defarge outside; what is she doing, and why does she come with to see Lucie?  

40. What does Charles’s note to Lucie say? (255) How does she respond to it?  

41. Why do little Lucie and Miss Pross need to come meet Defarge and Madame Defarge (and the 

Vengeance)? 

42. Who do you think “the shadow attendant” is? (256) Think about symbolism as well what you know the 

Defarges are currently involved in.  

43. What does Lucie ask Madame Defarge? How does she respond?  

44. Make careful note of Madame Defarge and the Vengeance's remarks on the wives and mothers of 

prisoners; what have these women suffered, and why does it appear they do not care about “the 

trouble of one wife and mother” (257)?  

 

Chapter 4: Calm in Storm (258-262) 

45. How many days was Manette gone for?  

46. What major event did the other characters keep from Lucie’s knowledge?  

47. How did the Tribunals work? What main character sits on the Tribunal?  

48. What is Manette about to do for Charles?  

49. What juxtapositions do we see in the council members as well as the crowd outside? How do we see 

opposites demonstrated inside the same group?  

50. Lorry worries at first that Manette might relapse and regress, but then realizes “For the first time the 

Doctor felt, now, that his suffering was strength and power” (259); what else does Lorry realize “for the 

first time” and why is that so important?  



51. What job does Manette now have?  

52. How has Manette changed Charles’s imprisonment? How is it now better than it was before?  

53. Why is Lucie not allowed to write Charles a note? (What fear prevents this?)  

54. In Doctor’s new life, what former weakness is now his strength? What is Dickens doing with this 

juxtaposition and reversal?  

55. Time passes and the new era starts; what are some of the historical events?  

56. What is the law of the Suspected? How is the prison system currently working? What are the prisons 

filled with? What is the “one hideous figure”? (261) 

57. What attributes are given to La Guillotine (261-2)?  

58. While Manette is confident, how long is Charles in prison for? How is Paris currently described?  

 

Chapter 5: The Wood-sawyer (263-268) 

59. How has Lucie dealt with Charles’s imprisonment?  

60. How has Lucie changed? How has she stayed the same?  

61. What daily habit does Lucie start (264)? Why does she do this?  

62. What type of greeting is now mandatory?  

63. Who is the wood-sawyer? What was his previous profession (and thus, how we have already met him 

in the story; think back to 2.15)?  

64. The wood-sawyer makes Lucie uncomfortable; how does she deal with him?  

65. What phrase does the wood-sawyer keep repeating?  

66. On the particular day in December, what happens when Lucie goes to wait in her usual spot?  

67. How has the act of dancing been turned wrong? Consider Dickens’ diction as he describes the way the 

citizens are dancing and why Lucie doesn’t like the Carmagnole (266-7).  

68. What is the new development with Charles? What will happen tomorrow?  

69. What skill of Lorry’s does Dickens mention again (268)?  

70. Who is riding with Lorry, and why do you think Dickens uses these rhetorical questions to describe it?  

71. Who do you think the coat left behind on the chair belongs to?  

 

Chapter 6: Triumph (269-275) 

72. How are prisoners summoned to the Tribunal? How does the manner in which everyone treats this 

reinforce that a lot of people have been called (and presumably killed)?  

73. Dickens describes the fervor of the citizens towards the guillotine as “a wild infection” in “seasons of 

pestilence”; what purpose does this disease language serve?  

74. How prisoners have their trial before Charles gets his turn? How did their cases turn out? (So what’s 

the likelihood of Charles’s outcome based on theirs) (270)? 

75. How does Charles think “the usual order of things was reversed”?  

76. What does Charles notice about the Defarges?  

77. Charles’s crime is once again restated; what is it? (at the bottom of 270) 

78. How does Charles respond to the questions? (271) What response causes several angry faces to then 

cry? What do you think Dickens is doing with this juxtaposition?  

79. Charles answers questions based on who’s instructions?  

80. Who are Charles’s two witnesses? What do they say? (272-3) 
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81. What is the verdict? (273) How does the crowd now treat Charles?  

82. When Charles and Manette leave, what two faces are not there? (You will need to make an inference 

for this; what two faces were there in court that he would recognize later?) 

83. What color focuses heavily on Charles’s trip home (274)?  

 

Chapter 7: A Knock at the Door (276-280) 

84. How does Lucie respond to Charles’s return home? What was “impossible to forget”?  

85. Make note of Dickens’s use of shadows and darkness; what is this referencing? Why is it on the 

periphery of Charles coming home? Consider how this may be foreshadowing.  

86. How does Doctor Manette feel?  

87. What is the family’s living situation? Who also sleeps at their house at night?  

88. What is the ordinance of the Republic (rule) about doors?  

89. Who does the shopping for the family? Why do they buy only in small quantities? How do they go 

about shopping? (277) 

90. What does Miss Pross say that makes Lucie hush her? (278) 

91. Why hasn’t the family already left?  

92. What does Lucie recognize before anyone else? (279) 

93. What do the four men come to do?  

94. What will they not tell Charles?  

95. Doctor Manette tries; does he get more luck?  

96. Who have denounced Charles?  

97. What will they find out tomorrow?  

 

Chapter 8: A Hand At Cards (281-292) 

98. Miss Pross and Jerry Cruncher are out shopping; what do they not know has happened?  

99. What brings them to The Good Republican Brutus of Antiquity? 

100. What causes Miss Pross to “utter a scream, and [clap] her hands” (282)? What does Dickens 

write about outward appearances here? (Consider juxtaposition)  

101. How does Cruncher respond to this surprise?  

102. Miss Pross calls the man Solomon; why does this anger him?  

103. The man has Miss Pross come outside; what do they talk about? How does he treat her? How 

does she feel about this? (283) 

104. What consequences does the man (Solomon) fear will happen as a result of talking to Miss 

Pross?  

105. Cruncher recognizes the man but knows him by another name; what name is this? Where have 

we previously met this character?  

106. Cruncher says “I wish for your sake Mr. Barsad was not a Sheep of the Prisons”; what is this, 

and why does Cruncher talking about it cause him to go pale?  

107. Sydney Carton returns; he has just arrived in Paris and was following Barsad: why did he do 

this? What did he learn? (284-5) 

108. Why does Sydney not like Barsad? (Consider what he says about Darnay) 

109. What proposal does Sydney offer Barsad? How does he respond to this? (285) 
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110. The group walk to Tellson’s Bank to see Lorry; what event does Sydney tell Lorry has happened, 

and how does he know about it?  

111. What shakes Sydney? (What detail about the arrest worries him?)  

112. Sydney talks about desperate times; how does he characterize their situation? (287) 

113. Sydney is described as having “good cards”; what information does he have on Barsad, and how 

could this be compared to playing cards (like poker)?  

114. What is Sydney’s “Ace”? Why is this piece of information his trump card?  

115. What “cards” do Barstad hold? Basically, what is his real situation? (288) 

116. When is Sydney’s deadline? (When will he play his Ace)? (289) 

117. Barsad tries to plead; what is Sydney’s response when Barsad asks him not to because of Miss 

Pross (his sister)?  

118. Sydney has another card; what other man does he say he saw with Barsad? Think back to 

where we also know this character from.  

119. Barsad claims that Cly is dead; how does Cruncher confront him? (Think back to his “honest 

profession” from Book the Second) (290) 

120. What new card does Carton now to play? (291) 

121. What does Barsad confess to?  

122. What does Sydney ask of Barsad?  

123. What does Barsad assume Sydney is after? What does Sydney say about this?  

124. What do Sydney and Barsad do at the end of the chapter?  

 

Chapter 9: The Game Made (293-304) 

125. Lorry is unnerved with Cruncher; what does he ask him, and how does Cruncher respond?  

126. What is Cruncher’s justification for why it is okay for him to do what he does? (ie. steal dead 

bodies) (294) 

127. What request does Cruncher make of Lorry? What does Cruncher vow to do in return? 

128. Sydney and Barsad come back out; what does Sydney say to him as he leaves? (295)  

129. What has Sydney ensured?  

130. How has Darnay’s arrest affected Lorry?  

131. What does Sydney say they can’t tell Her (Lucie)?  

132. How do you know Sydney still loves Lucie? (296) 

133. What has Mr. Lorry finally finished with?  

134. Sydney asks Lorry about his life; what does he ask him? (297)  Why do you think Sydney is now 

thinking about was gives life meaning?  

135. Consider when Sydney says “‘I am not old, but my young way was never the way to age’” (297); 

how does this compare to what Lorry said, and what do you think Carton is hinting at?  

136. What does Sydney linger (or hang back) to do? Where does he end up? (298)  

137. When Sydney asks “‘How goes the Republic’”, what is the response? What do you think is 

emphasized with these 2 things being connected?  

138. Make an inference: what job does Samson the Barber actually have?  

139. Sydney goes to a chemist, and while we aren’t told specifically what he buys, what does he 

leave with? What question does the chemist ask before giving it to him? (299) 
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140. What is being emphasized about Sydney’s actions when Dickens described him as having 

nothing left to do: “It was not a reckless manner, the manner in which he said these words aloud under 

the fast-sailing clouds, nor was it more expressive of negligence than defiance. It was the settled 

manner of a tired man, who had wandered and struggled and got lost, but who at length struck into his 

road and saw its end” (299).  

141. Sydney thinks back to when he was young and went to his mother’s grave with his father; what 

does he describe?  

142. What does Sydney notice as he continues walking around the city? (300) 

143. Right before daybreak, what does Sydney see? What is the focus after the sun rises? (301) 

144. When Sydney goes to the court, how is it described?  

145. Note: even here Sydney doesn’t mention Lucie by name; what effect does she have on him? 

Why do you think Dickens notes this?  

146. How is the Tribunal characterized?  

147. How is Charles described?  

148. We finally learn: who, besides the Defarges, has openly denounced Charles?  

149. What does Doctor Manette say?  

150. Once again, what duty does the Republic expect regarding sacrifice? (303) 

151. What does Defarge say in his testimony?  

152. What piece of evidence does Defarge produce?  

 

Chapter 10: The Substance of the Shadow (305-318) 

153. Note: use this link to explain terms and check out the Shmoop play by play summary to help 

you understand what’s happening.  

154. This chapter is a letter written by Manette while he is in prison; how does Manette write and 

store his letter?  

155. How long has he been in prison when he writes this? Why now does he feel the need to write 

it?  

156. A carriage drives by; what happens?  

157. Manette describes the men as being “imperious”; why does Manette get into the carriage? 

(306) 

158. What will they not tell him? What is their reason?  

159. Why are there the marks (* * * *)? What do they represent?  

160. What happens when the man opens the door? What does Manette realize? (307) 

161. Who is the patient? What is her condition?  

162. What clues do we get from the scarf?  

163. What does the patient say?  

164. How does Manette distinguish between the two (twin) brothers?  

165. How long has the patient been like this?  

166. Manette says time will be lost, why is this? How do the brothers solve this problem?  

167. When Manette looks at the medicines, he says: “I opened some of the bottles, smelt them, and 

put the stoppers to my lips. If I had wanted to use anything save [except for] narcotic medicines that 

were poisons in themselves, I would not have administered any of those” (308); A narcotic is a drug 
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that tends to induce “sleep or stupefaction” (OED); the “narcotic medicines” are in this case probably 

opiates. (From Stanford)  

168. Who is the second patient? What is his condition? When was he injured? (309)  

169. How does the elder brother look at the boy? How does he feel about him?  

170. According to the elder brother, what happened?  

171. The boy talks about pride, and then tells Manette his side of the story: what is it? (310)  

172. The boy talks about what they are “obliged” to do? HOw does he feel about this?  

173. What does the one brother ask for? Why does this disgust the boy and his sister? (311) 

174. What is it within the Nobles Rights?  

175. What’s the deal with the dog-cart? Why is the husband being forced to do this?  

176. After her husband died, what happened to his sister?  

177. So what happened when the boy showed up in the loft? (312) 

178. What “curse” does the boy lay on the Marquis when he marks the cross of blood?  

179. How does the boy die?  

180. Once the girl stops shrieking, Manette helps her and realizes “her condition to be that of one in 

whom the first expectations of being a mother have arisen” (313); what is he saying here?  

181. When Manette tells the elder brother (the Marquis) the girl is alive, but likely to die, what does 

the Marquis say? What is Manette’s reply?  

182. The Marquis says that there are “things to be seen, and not spoken of”; what is he demanding 

of Manette? How does Manette evade or avoid making a direct promise?  

183. A week later, the girl is about to die; how do the brothers change their behavior when they 

know she is about to die?  

184. What was the sole concern for the brothers? (note: it’s not the fact that a girl is dying in their 

house) How is this related to their pride? 

185. When the girl finally dies, what do the brothers offer Manette? Does he accept this?  

186. What was left at Manette’s door the next morning? (315) 

187. Despite knowing that Nobles have immunity, what does Manette still want to do?  

188. A lady comes to see Manette; who is she and what does she want?  

189. What type of marriage does this lady have?  

190. She has a son; who is he revealed to be? (hint: he’s a main character) 

191. Manette hand delivers his letter; why does he do this?  

192. Manette is taken away in a carriage; what happens? How are the brothers involved?  

193. At the end of his letter, who does Manette denounce?  

194. After the letter is read, what is Charles sentenced to?  

 

Chapter 11: Dusk (319-322) 

195. How is Lucie able to hold it together after Darnay’s sentence is read? 

196. Lucie and Charles are allowed to embrace and say goodbye; what does Lucie mean when she 

says “we shall not be separated long” (319)? 

197. What does Darnay say to Manette? What has he now realized? 

198. Sydney Carton to the rescue!! What does he do for Lucie? What instructions does he give to 

Miss Pross? 
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199. What does Little Lucie say to Carton? 

200. When Carton leaves, hoe does he say goodbye? 

201. What does Carton ask Manette to do? 

202. What do neither Lorry nor Carton have? (322) Why did Sydney ask Manette to try? 

203. What are Sydney and Lorry sure will happen to Charles? 

 

Chapter 12: Darkness (323-330) 

204. In the opening paragraph, what does Sydney say he should do? Are you starting to get a hint of 

what his plan is? 

205. Where does Sydney head to? Why? 

206. What has Sydney NOT done that is out of character for him? Do you have a sense that 

something is up? 

207. What causes Madame Defarge to do a double take? What does the group talk about? (324-5) 

Defarge talks about needing to stop; what reason does he give? When does Madame say they should 

stop? (She’s the scariest, right?) 

208. Defarge wants to avoid hurting Manette; how does Madame respond? 

209. What does Madame Defarge say about finding the letter? 

210. BIG REVEAL!! Who is Madame Defarge really? 

211. What phrase does she repeat? (326) How does this emphasize her priorities? 

212. Sydney returns to the Manette home; what is the situation there? 

213. When Manette returns, what does his face tell Lorry and Sydney? What has happened to 

Manette? 

214. Sydney gives instructions to Lorry; what are they? Pay particular attention to the certificates. 

215. How does Sydney know the Manette family is in danger? 

216. How exactly will the family leave Paris? How will they convince Lucie to leave? 

217. What does Sydney make Lorry promise him? (330) What does Sydney do before he leaves the 

house? 

 

Chapter 13:  “Fifty-two” (331-342) 

218. What cycle of life at the black prison of the Conciergerie is described?  

219. What is the range of victims? How many are there to be?  

220. Charles is resigned to die, but what feelings is he dealing with?  

221. What is Charles thinking?  

222. What does Charles write to Lucie? (332) What is the last thing he asks her to do?  

223. Charles writes to Lorry; what are the two main focuses in his letter?  

224. Who does Charles “never once” think of?  

225. What does Charles dream of? (333) 

226. What does Charles think about in the morning?  

227. What does Charles repeat to himself as he paces?  

228. Sydney Carton arrives in Charles’s prison cell; what happens? What does he force Charles to 

change? Write?  

229. What is the vapour? (336) What is Sydney doing?  



230. How does Sydney pull off the switch? (337) 

231. What happens when the time comes? (338) 

232. Who is the girl? Why is she in prison? What does she realize, and what does she ask Sydney to 

do? (339)  

233. The Manette family is leaving in a carriage; what is happening?  

234. What does Lucie ask Lorry? How does this reveal her fear?  

235. How does the rest of the day progress? What is Dickens emphasizing? (consider how the 

characters feel?) 

 

Chapter 14:  “The Knitting Done” (343-354) 

236. Madame Defarge is hosting a meeting at the wood-sawyer’s; what is Defarge’s weakness?  

237. What does Madame Defarge say must happen?  

238. What does Madame Defarge fear might happen? (344) 

239. While plotting death, what person does she consider saving? Is she going to be able to do so?  

240. What “small individual fears” does the wood-sawyer have? (345) 

241. What is Madame Defarge’s plan? 

242. Why is Madame Defarge the most dreaded woman? How is she characterized by Dickens? (346) 

243. Why do you think Dickens emphasizes, over and over again, that she has no pity?  

244. Why do Miss Pross and Jerry Cruncher not ride with the Manette family and Lorry? How do 

they plan to leave France? (347) 

245. What is Miss Pross worried about? What is she incapable of doing?  

246. What are Jerry’s 2 promises? What can you infer is he talking about in the first promise, and 

why do you think he doesn’t explicitly say it to Miss Pross? (348) 

247. Who keeps approaching during Miss Pross and Jerry’s conversation? How is this building 

tension/suspense?  

248. While Miss Pross is getting ready, who shows up? (350) 

249. Why does Miss Pross close all the doors?  

250. How are Miss Pross and Madame Defarge doubled and juxtaposed?  

251. Miss Pross only speaks English, and Madame Defarge only speaks French; how do they manage 

to communicate?  

252. What does Miss Pross resolve to do?  

253. Madame Defarge starts to suspect that they have left, but why does she not know for sure? 

(352) 

254. Miss Pross and Madame Defarge fight; who gets shot! 

255. Miss Pross leaves; what does she do?  

256. What does Miss Pross never do again?  

 

Chapter 15:  “The Footsteps Die Out for Ever” (355-360) 

257. Consider how the revolution and the Guillotine is described in the opening paragraph? What 

does the planting (sowing) and reaping (harvesting) symbolism represent?  

258. Who is the one man that gets pointed out? How is he described? (356) 



259. Barsad, “the Spy and prison-sheep”, watches the procession to the Guillotine; what is he 

worried about?  

260. The Vengeance is calling for Madame Defarge; why is she not there?  

261. What has Sydney kept doing (that he promised before)? Why is this comforting?  

262. The girl speaks of her little sister; what does she ask Sydney?  

263. What does the number twenty-three signify?  

264. What would have been Sydney’s thoughts (if he could have written them down)? (359) 

265. In Sydney’s final thoughts, was his sacrifice worth it?  


