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Air Conditioning Changed the World: An Annotated Bibliography  

“Adam Ruins the Wild West.” Adam Ruins Everything, season 1, episode 16, Tru TV, 6  

 December 2016. Netflix,  www.netflix.com/watch/81072018?trackId=137522  

 89&tctx=0%2C0%2C60f61d5fc1dc4392e7ea38249f442f5b80f9b272%3A0395  

 13f6229808ab5fe5dbb79718423bc15a3114%2C%2C. 

 This episode of Adam Ruins Everything concentrates on disproving popular 

misconceptions about the Wild West and features a segment specifically on how air conditioning 

led to the West being settled more than any other factor. Adam Conover, the host, uses humor 

and actor scenarios to illustrate both the popular conception that the West was won by cowboys, 

and the actual truth that air conditioning allowed this migration. He focuses on the rise of movie 

theatres and the summer blockbuster, as well as air conditioning becoming widely available to 

American homes in the 1950s. He also details the population growths of states like Arizona and 

Nevada as a result of the growing prominence of air conditioning, demonstrating that it has 

transformed the West by allowing humans to live there comfortably year-round.  

While a humorous, entertainment show, Conover’s episode is well-researched and 

presented in a polished, organized fashion. Conover references studies (including verbal and 

written citations, as well as providing a complete bibliography on his website that is referenced 

during the episode), which increases his credibility and allows for easy fact checking. This 
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source will not be useful for explaining how life was before air conditioning, but it is useful for 

providing specific statistics on how populations changed due to air conditioning. It also 

illustrates the concept that air conditioning won the West, emphasizing air conditioning’s 

massive influence on and necessity to the modern world.  

Heller, Karen. “I don’t need air conditioning, and neither do you.” The Washington Post, 18  

 August 2016, www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/  

 i-dont-need-air- conditioning-and-neither-do-you/2016/08/18/b651c448-63cc-  

 11e6-96c0-375334 79f3f5_story.html?utm_term=.ee0ff03b2fec. Accessed 3 April 2019. 

 Karen Heller writes a personal account of her own experience living without air 

conditioning (AC), and how it is more possible and beneficial than others may think. She 

describes how her house in Philadelphia can accommodate hot weather due to its construction, 

supporting that AC does not have to be the only solution; she even notes that 33% of American 

households do not have AC, therefore it is not the predominant solution to heat. Heller continues 

to emphasize the cost-saving benefits as well as the lower carbon footprint of her choice to go 

without AC in an attempt to persuade the audience to do the same. She references several others 

who are against AC as further evidence of the possibility to be happy without AC. She also 

describes an unexpected benefit: by foregoing AC at home, people may gain companionship by 

interacting with others while cooling off in public places that do offer AC.   

 Written in 2016 amid increasingly hotter summers, Heller is a credible counter voice to 

the popularity of AC. Her personal experience is outlined, and the background checking of The 

Washington Post ensures that it is factual. She logically explains her reasoning for continuing to 

live in a house without AC and details how it is more than livable. She is biased against AC, but 
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she is explicit with this position consistently, as her purpose is to persuade. The statistics and 

references to other credible sources, including Chris George, Stan Cox, and Caroline Stern, 

provide additional support for her argument, making it reliable as both an anecdote and 

providing additional facts for the dangers and harms of AC. This source will be useful in 

outlining the damage AC has on society, particularly the cost and carbon footprint. It may also 

offer an alternative, positive solution to AC. 
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Annotated Bibliography Requirements 
 

Each Source Must Have:  
 

1. MLA-Formatted Works Cited Entry 

▪ See Purdue O.W.L. for help.  

▪ Put all info in correct order. Use n.d. if no date is listed.  
 

2. Paragraph 1 = Summarize the source (author’s claim, main ideas, support, etc.) 
 

3. Paragraph 2 = Assess AND reflect (analyze source’s credibility AND explain how it can 

be useful for your project; specifically, where/how will you use it?) 

 

General Guidelines:  
 

● Include all sources. (single MS Word document) 

● Do not include direct quotes in annotations. (just your words) 
 

● List sources alphabetically by first word in citation. (the, a, an don’t count – numbers 

before letters) 

○ Do not use any bullet points, numbering, etc. 
 

● Include MLA heading (upper left, your name, teacher, class-period, day month year) 

● Include MLA header (upper right, insert – page number) 

● Include a creative, relevant title (centered, no bold/underline/quotation marks/italics) 

○ Ex: Air Conditioning Changed the World: An Annotated Bibliography 

● Double-space your entire paper. Do not add extra spaces.  

● Use Times New Roman, 12 point font throughout.  

● Use 1-inch margins. 
 

● Left align each citation. 

○ Use hanging indent for citations over 1 line in length. (paragraph – indentation – 

special – hanging) 

● Indent each annotation paragraph. (tab once) 
 

● Use 3rd person throughout (do not use I, my, me, you, etc.) 
 

● Grammar matters. Use proper capitalization, spelling, and punctuation. This includes 

placement, as well as title punctuation. (longer works = underline, smaller works = 

quotation marks, punctuation within quotation marks, follow the formula, see examples) 
 

 

*** USE THE ABOVE AS AN EDITING CHECKLIST! *** 
 

Helpful Links:  
 

➢ https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_w

orks_cited_electronic_sources.html 

➢ https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/common_writing_assignments/annotated_bibliographies/i

ndex.html 

➢ https://www.csuchico.edu/lins/handouts/eval_websites.pdf 

➢ https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/establishing_arguments/research_and_

evidence.html 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_works_cited_electronic_sources.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_works_cited_electronic_sources.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/common_writing_assignments/annotated_bibliographies/index.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/common_writing_assignments/annotated_bibliographies/index.html
https://www.csuchico.edu/lins/handouts/eval_websites.pdf
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/establishing_arguments/research_and_evidence.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/establishing_arguments/research_and_evidence.html

