
A Tale of Two Cities Book the Second Ch.1-14 Reading Guide (optional) 

 

Chapter 1: Five Years Later (47-52) 

1. How is Tellson’s Bank by Temple described?  

2. Why is it juxtaposed that it is “very small, very dark, very ugly, very incommodious” but “that the 

partners in the House were proud of its smallness, proud of its darkness, proud of its ugliness, proud of 

its incommodiousness”? Why does Dickens open book 2 with this contrast?  

3. Why are sons often disinherited? What does this suggest about the country’s ability to change and 

grow?  

4. What type of people are put to Death? (48) Does this actually prevent crime?  

5. What is the odd-job man’s name? Where have we met him before in Book 1?  

6. What’s the deal with Cruncher’s boots?  

7. What is the woman doing that so aggravates Cruncher? 

8. Why do you think Dickens subtly reveals that this is a family, rather than directly coming out with it?  

9. What does “Aggerawayter” the word look like? What name do you think Cruncher is trying to call his 

wife (but is mispronouncing)? What does this reveal about their relationship?  

10. What does young Jerry remark about his father’s fingers? This foreshadows what his true nighttime 

activities are later in the book, so make note of it now.  

 

Chapter 2: A Sight (53-58) 

11.  The Old Bailey is a famous criminal court in London; what kind of errand was Jerry Cruncher sent on at 

the end of Chapter 1? Who is he going to the Bailey to see? What does he have to do? 

12. What crime is heard at the Bailey that morning? How does Cruncher characterize quartering? What is 

the clerk’s response?  

13. What does the short conversation about the justice of the law at the bottom of 53 reveal about legal 

attitudes? Does the punishment match the crime?  

14. What are the two types of ways to earn a living at the top of 54? What might this be symbolic of?  

15. What is significant about the Old Bailey’s aphorism  “Whatever is, is right” and why do you think 

Dickens follows it up with another bit of parallelism, “ that nothing that ever was, was wrong”? (54) 

16. Is there actually a play going on at the Bailey and Bedlam? What does this connotation then reveal? 

(54-55) 

17. What is the punishment for the treason case?  

18. What is the expected outcome of the trial according to the man Jerry talks to?  

19. How is the prisoner (Charles Darnay) characterized and described?  

20. Dickens writes that “The sort of interest with which this man was starred and breathed at, was not a 

sort that elevated humanity” (56): what comment is Dickens trying to make about onlookers and 

gawkers? Should court cases be a spectacle (entertainment)?  

21. What “sight” makes Darnay such a compelling person of interest?  

22. How does Darnay behave during the trial?  

23. What two people does Darnay look at? (58) 

 

Chapter 3: A Disappointment (59-71) 

24.  According to the Attorney General, how long had Darnay been committing treason?  
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25. Who is the patriot? What testimony does he give? (60-61) 

26. Who is the virtuous servant? What is his testimony? (61-62) 

27. What questions are Lorry asked? (62-63) 

28. What questions are Miss Manette asked? (63-65) 

29. What help does the prisoner provide Miss Manette on the ship?  

30. What comments did the prisoner make about the American Revolution?  

31. What questions are Dr. Manette asked? (66) 

32. What memories does Dr. Manette NOT have? What is he “blank” on? (66) 

33. Why is the man who had been staring at the ceiling (Mr. Carton) suddenly important? What about him 

surprises everyone in the courtroom? (67) 

34. What counter story does Mr. Stryver (the defense lawyer) present regarding Barsad and Cly? (67) 

35. What does the jury say? (69) 

36. What job does Lorry give Jerry Cruncher? (69) 

37. What does Carton offer to do for Lorry? 

38. What verdict does Darnay expect? What does Carton say on this?  

39. What is the verdict? How might this relate to the chapter title, “A Disappointment”?  

 

Chapter 4: Congratulatory (72-77) 

40.  What contrast/juxtaposition is described in Doctor Manette’s condition? (72)  

41. What is so special about his daughter Lucie? Consider the symbol that she is described with (and think 

of Book the Second’s title) (72) 

42. Why does Mr. Lorry want everyone to leave? (73)  

43. What do Lorry, Darnay, and Carton discuss? (74)  

44. Why is discussing what recently happened none of Carton’s business? Based on this, what does Carton 

mean when he says he has no business? (Consider, what job does he have, if any?) (74)  

45. Carton is drunk; what does this reveal about his character?  

46. How are Darnay and Carton similar, yet very different? (doubling)  

47. What is Darnay’s greatest desire? (75) 

48. What makes Carton say “I begin to think we are not much alike in any particular, you and I” (75)?  

49.  Why does Carton ask Darnay if it was worth it? (76) What feelings does Carton then have as a result?  

50. Why do you think Carton asks Darnay “Do you think I particularly like you”? (76) 

51. Why is Carton disappointed? (77)  

52. Remember that Darnay tells Carton “You might have used your talents better” (77); consider what this 

might foreshadow.  

53. Consider Carton’s monologue to himself in the mirror; what is he concerned with?  

Chapter 5: The Jackal (78-83)  

54. Carefully consider the multiple definitions of the word “jackal”; who is the jackal and how does this 

reflect their character and role?  

55. Why do you think Dickens opens with talking about how many people get drunk and drink alcohol 

during this time? (Remember, the novel takes place 80 years before it was written in 1859). 

56. What’s the relationship between Mr. Stryver and Sydney Carton? 

57. What is the defining characteristic of each man? 

https://www.dictionary.com/browse/jackal
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/jackal


58. When Sydney Carton shows up (drunk) to Stryver’s office (on page 79), how does Carton describe 

Darnay (“the day’s client”)? 

59. How does Carton feel about luck? 

60. What nickname does Stryver have for Sydney?  

61. Consider: why does Dickens describe Sydney and Stryver’s work as a “repast”?  

62. What detail on page 81 proves that Sydney is actually capable of doing good work?  

63. How does Stryver characterize Sydney? (81) 

64. What does Sydney reveal about how he was as a student at Shrewsbury? What does this reveal about 

him as a character?  

65. What does Carton mean when he says “‘you have fallen into your rank, and I have fallen into mine’” 

(81-82)? How might this build upon his previous statements regarding himself and luck?  

66. How does Sydney really feel about Miss Manette?  

67. What does Dickens mean when he describes Sydney looking at “a mirage of honourable ambition, self-

denial, and perseverance” (83)? What kind of life has Sydney chosen for himself?  

68. Pay close attention to the final sentence: “Sadly, sadly, the sun rose; it rose upon no sadder sight than 

the man of good abilities and good emotions, incapable of their directed exercise, incapable of his own 

help and his own happiness, sensible of the blight on him, and resigning himself to let it eat him away” 

(83). Based on this description, should we judge Sydney Carton harshly for not living up to his potential, 

and choosing the easy way out by coasting through life?  

 

Chapter 6: Hundreds of People (84-95)  

69. 4 months after the treason trial, what relationship do Mr. Lorry and Doctor Manette now have?  

70. What type of area does the Doctor now live in? How is this juxtaposed (contrasted) with his 

imprisonment?  

71. Why do people come to see Doctor Manette? (85) 

72. What comments are made about how Miss Lucie Manette decorated their home?  

73. What items of Doctor Manette’s does Lorry wonder about? (86) 

74. Why is Miss Pross “put out” by her Ladybird (Lucie Manette)?  

75. According to Miss Pross, who is worthy of Lucie? And who isn’t? (87) 

76. What quality does Lorry have “an exalted respect” for? (88) 

77. What does Lorry know of her brother Solomon?  

78. Based on his careful questioning, what details about Doctor Manette and his feelings about his 

imprisonment does Lorry learn from Miss Pross? (88-89) How does fear play into the situation?  

79. What breaks Doctor Manette out of his nighttime habit of walking up and down? (90) Why do you 

think so much repetition is used here?  

80. What do you think the footsteps on page 90 might be symbolic of? Why does Dickens pause to 

describe them so?  

81. Consider why Lorry throws shade (in his mind) at Miss Pross by remarking that “no Hundreds of people 

came” (90-91).  

82. What does Mr. Darnay say about the Tower (of London) (92)?  

83. How does Doctor Manette respond to this secret discovery?  

84. What does Lucie say about the footsteps? (94) What might this be foreshadowing/symbolic of?  
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85. What is the weather during this conversation? How does the weather further characterize and build 

upon the foreshadowing/symbolism of the footsteps?  

 

Chapter 7: Monseigneur in Town (96-104)  

86. The Monseigneur has a high position; how did he get it? 

87. Note: the French aristocracy would demonstrate their power by making daily chores into ceremonies, 

most notably with those of the King. The Monseigneur is not feeble or weak because he has 4 people 

helping him to eat chocolate; on the contrary, it shows his high position that four high-ranking people 

would want to do this.  

88. Does the Monseigneur seem good at his job? How does Dickens characterize him? 

89. Why does the Monseigneur “sell” his sister to the Farmer-General? 

90. How is the Farmer-General characterized? 

91. Pay careful attention to the characterization of these men and how well suited to their professions at 

the bottom of 97 and top of 98; what does it say about these upper class men and how well the State 

works if these men are employed in it? 

92. Dickens says “The leprosy of unreality disfigured every human creature in attendance upon 

Monseigneur” (98); what does he mean by this? How should we view these upper class people? 

93. Why is how people dress so important? How is it an element of control? (99) How long did those in 

power expect to stay in power if they couldn’t doubt that they “would see the very stars out!” (100). 

Why is Dickens emphasizing this before we see them talk? 

94. The Marquis has his carriage driven hard and reckless; how is this described? Consider that Dickens 

describes it from the upper class’s point of view, but how should we view it? (101) Who did the 

Marquis run over in his carriage? How does he react? How do others? 

95. What does it reveal about the Marquis and society when he says “‘It is extraordinary to me... that you 

people cannot take care of yourselves and your children. One or the other of you is for ever in the way. 

How do I know what injury you have done my horses?’” (102) We meet Defarge again; what role does 

he play? (102) How does the Marquis feel about having run someone over? Pay particular attention to 

the description at the top of page 103. 

96. How does the Marquis respond when the coin is thrown back at him? 

97. What animal does the Marquis repeatedly compare the people to? What effect does this have on how 

he views them? 

98. Consider the ending sentence; what do you think these events, like the water, are “running” to? 

 

Chapter 8: Monseigneur in the Country (105-110)  

99. Not how the Marquis is destined with the sunset and what he says; consider how this might 

foreshadow something soon to come. (105) Pay attention to what word is heavily repeated on page 

105; why do we need to understand this so clearly? 

100. What reasons are given for this poverty? (106) How is the Marquis similar yet different in his 

bowing to the Monseigneur than the people are to him? Why does Dickens highlight this 

doubling/juxtaposition? 

101. What is important about the secret stowaway (the man hanging onto the carriage)? (107) What 

is the Marquis’s explanation? 
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102. What does the woman petition the Marquis for? What did her husband die of? (109) What does 

she say will continue to happen? 

 

Chapter 9: The Gorgon’s Head (111-121)  

103. Allusion note: Medusa is a Gorgon sister who’s gaze could turn anyone to stone.  

104. How is the chateau (castle/mansion) of the Marquis describes? How might this be symbolic? 

105. The Marquis is now called the Monseigneur; who was he waiting for? (112-113) Based on their 

stilted dinner conversation, what is Darnay’s relationship like with his uncle? 

106. According to the Marquis, what has happened to people of his social class? (114) What big 

difference of opinion/view does Darnay have with his uncle? (115) According to the Marquis, what will 

keep the lower class (“the dogs”) in line? (115) What foreshadowing immediately follows? 

107. What is Darnay’s issue with his family? (115-116) Why does Darnay plan to renounce (give up) 

his inheritance as the next Marquis? (116-117) How does his uncle respond? 

108. What does the Marquis day regarding the Manettes? Why do you think he is being so 

secretive? (117-118) What thoughts come “unbidden” as the Marquis gets ready for bed? 

109. How is the night described? Pay particular attention to repeated details. 

110. What happens as the town wakes up for the day? (120) What happened to the Marquis in the 

night? (121) 

 

Chapter 10: Two Promises (122-129)  

111. What is Darnay doing in England? How good at this job is he? 

112. What secret does Darnay have? 

113. How is Doctor Manette now characterized? (Has he recovered from his imprisonments?) How 

does Doctor Manette respond when Darnay confesses his love for Lucie? 

114. How does Darnay characterize the Doctor and Lucie’s relationship? Why is this a problem for 

Darnay? 

115. What does Darnay propose would be the living arrangement? 

116. Does Lucie feel the same way? (126) historical note: it wasn’t patronizing to bypass Lucie in a 

conversation about wanting to marry her. 

117. Why does Darnay not ask the Doctor to put in a good word for him with Lucie? (127) Who are 

the other potential suitors? 

118. What does the Doctor promise Darnay? 

119. How does the Doctor respond when Darnay wants to tell him his true name? What does the 

Doctor make Darnay promise in turn? (128) What does Doctor Manette start doing after Darnay 

leaves? (129- how is he responding to this new stress?) 

 

Chapter 11: A Companion Picture (130-133)  

120. What has Sydney been working on? Why? (What is upcoming?) What plan does Stryver 

announce to Sydney? 

121. What characteristic of Sydney’s does Stryver criticize? 

122. How does Sydney respond when Stryver tells him he plans on marrying  Lucie? (132- why would 

Sydney start drinking heavily as soon as the name is revealed?) What does Stryver tell Sydney to do? 

Why should he do this? (133) 
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Chapter 12: The Fellow of Delicacy (134-140)  

123. Consider the several definitions of “delicacy”- what would be the ideal characteristic of a 

“fellow of delicacy”? Consider if these positive traits are seen in the chapter, or if there is irony 

present. 

124. How confident is Stryver regarding his upcoming proposal?  

125. What is Strvyer’s “grand peculiarity” (135) Consider how this might be symbolic 

126. How does Lorry respond to Stryver’s plans to propose?  

127. What is Lorry’s reason for why Strvyer shouldn’t go to propose? (136) 

128. What is the possible pain Lorry is trying to warn against? (138) What does Lorry offer to do to 

try and avoid this pain?  

129. When Lorry says the Manettes would reject Strvyer’s proposal, how does Stryver respond? 

What doesn’t matter? (139) 
 

 

Chapter 13: The Fellow of No Delicacy (141-145)  

130. How does Sydney behave at the Manette’s house typically?  

131. What is different this time when Sydney goes to the Manette’s house?  

132. What are Sydney’s regrets? (what is a pity?) (142) 

133. What effect has Lucie had on him?  

134. What power over or effect on Sydney does Lucie have?  

135. What will Sydney never refer to again?  

136. At the end of the chapter, what is Sydney’s last “supplication” to Lucie? What might this 

foreshadow? (144-145) 
 

 

Chapter 14: The Honest Tradesman (146-155)  

137. What is Jerry Cruncher’s first job described? What is he doing when he is piloting timid women 

from Tellson’s? (146)  

138. Is there a lot of business for Cruncher? Pay particular attention to the bottom of 146.  

139. What does young Jerry do that makes his father scold (yell at) him for? (147) 

140. What event excites Mr. Cruncher?  

141. Whose funeral procession are they watching?  

142. After the crowd swarms the procession, what change is made?  

143. What does the mob (crowd) do once they have buried the body? (149) 

144. Who does Jerry stop to see on his way back to work at Tellson’s?  

145. Why does Cruncher yell at his wife? (150) 

146. What does Cruncher say he’ll do that night?  

147. What does young Jerry learn when he follows his father?  

148. Why is Jerry beating his wife in the morning? (153-154) 

149. How is young Jerry changed in the morning?  

150. What is Cruncher’s definition of a Resurrection-Man? How does young Jerry respond to this?  
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