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Early Life

Born September 30, 1924

New Orleans, Louisiana

Born Truman Streckfus Persons

Parents often left him with relatives in Alabama

There he met Harper Lee and became friends

Parents divorced in 1932 – Capote lived with mother full time 
after nasty custody battle

Mother often picked on him for effeminate ways



Schooling

After moving to New York with his mother, he attended an all 
boys private school in Manhattan

Talented story teller from a young age

Sent to military school to “make him more masculine”

Being the smallest in his class, he was often bullied

 In 1939 he enrolled in Greenwich High School

He was recognized by his teachers for his writing ability



Writing Career

Began to work for The New Yorker as a copyboy

Capote’s first successes were several short stories

His 1st published short story was “Miriam” which was published in 
1945 in Mademoiselle

Won the O. Henry Award

His 1st novel was Other Voices, Other Rooms published in 1948

Received mixed reviews due to the homosexual themes present in the 

novel, but the critics could not deny Capote’s talent as a writer.



Successes

A Tree of Light – a collection of 

short stories – 1949 

Breakfast at Tiffany’s – 1958

Film adaptation produced 3 years 

later starring Audrey Hepburn

In Cold Blood – 1966



Final Years

Delving into such dark topics deeply                                         
affected Capote emotionally and physically.                                   

He began to drink and abuse drugs. 

His health declined.

His relationship with Jack Dunphy became strained.

He died in LA on August 25, 1984 at the age of 59 

According to the coroner's report, the cause of death was "liver disease 
complicated by phlebitis (vein inflammation) and drug intoxication."

Left behind two unfinished novels



In Cold Blood 

 Started out as an article for The New Yorker with help 

from Harper Lee

Mission was to document the impact of the Clutter 

family murder on the small farming community in Kansas 

(true story)

 Truman had a hard time relating to the rural community.

 Truman and Lee corresponded with the murderers in 

order to learn more about the crime and the motives.

 In Cold Blood was a success both critically and 

commercially.



Basic Plot

In November 1959 the Clutter Family of Holcomb, 

Kansas, was murdered in their homes. 

Small town, unlocked doors, trust shattered

Truman Capote interviewed people in the town, 

including the murderers, and wrote In Cold Blood, 

the first non-fiction, true crime novel



 Capote takes credit for inventing a new genre: “faction” 

 Story of actual people and events. 

 He used facts found in actual court documents. 

 Uses dramatic techniques associated with fiction to bring 
the would-be journalistic story to life for readers.

 voice, character, imagery, conflict, figurative language, 

vivid description, foreshadowing, narrative elements, etc.

 Reading Strategies:

 Look up unknown words. May include police jargon. 

 Use of quotation marks = an outsider’s perspective

 Is the reporting/writing truly objective? 

“The village of Holcomb 

stands on the high wheat 

plains of western Kansas, 

a lonesome area that other 

Kansans call “out there.” 

…Like the waters of the 

river, like the motorists on 

the highway, and like the 

yellow trains streaking 

down the Santa Fe tracks, 

drama, in the shape of 

exceptional happenings, 

had never stopped there.”

The Non-Fiction Novel



Annotate: 

 Character and conflict development

 DIDLS/Tone (shifts too!)

 Author’s claims/main ideas and support:

 Speaker, Occasion, Audience, & Purpose

 Rhetorical Devices: 

 Ethos (convinces audience of writer’s credibility/authority)

 Pathos (appeals to audience’s sense of emotion)

 Logos (appeals to audience’s sense of logic/reason)

 Universal Ideas/Themes:

 Nature vs. nurture, retribution/revenge, sexuality, fate, responsibility, justice, loss of 

innocence, American Dream, and more!

p.3-17 

due Fri.



Significance of the Title

With the people next to you, discuss. . . 

What it means to kill someone IN COLD BLOOD?

How is it different from:

Pre-meditated murder?

Self defense?

Accidental murder?

What is so frightening/eerie about the title?



Movie trailer


