
A Tale of Two Cities Book the First “Recalled to Life” Reading Guide  
 

Chapter 1: The Period (p. 1-3) 
1. Juxtaposition, parallelism, and antithesis; what is being compared/contrasted? In what ways?  
2. What type of world are we walking into?  
3. How is violence and death normalized?  
4. What does the ending say about Fate? Are things destined to happen? 

 
Chapter 2: The Mail (p. 4-9) 

5. What is going on with the mail coach? What is its current struggle?  
6. What type of imagery is used to describe the night?  
7. How are the 3 passengers described? How is it typical?  
8. The characters’ natural state while traveling is to suspect everyone, and trust no one; why do you think 

Dickens emphasizes this so much so early?  
9. How is tension built on page 6?  
10. Who is Jarvis Lorry? How is he initially characterized?  
11. What is Lorry’s response to the letter? What is confusing/odd about his response according to the messenger?  

 

Chapter 3: The Night Shadows (p. 10-14) 
12. The chapter opens with a focus on mystery and secret; what point is Dickens making here?  
13. How is isolation and alienation a universal experience? What juxtaposition is made towards the bottom of 

page 10 to make this point?  
14. How are Jerry’s (the Messenger’s) eyes described? What is emphasized in his initial characterization?  
15. What is Jerry nervous about?  
16. Note the phrase(s) that is (are) repeated throughout this chapter.  
17. Why is Lorry (the remaining passenger) traveling? 
18. What phrases keep being repeated? Is this happening in the present, or in Jerry’s memory/imagination?  
19. Lorry is struggling with what’s “real” during the coach ride; why do you think this is? What is he focusing on?  
20. The chapter ends noting that “the sky was clear, and the sun rose bright, placid, and beautiful”; what is this 

symbolic of?  
 

Chapter 4: The Preparation (p. 15-25) 
21. Why do you think he is now called Mr. Lorry again, and not “the passenger” (like in Chapter 3)? 
22. What does Dickens mean when he writes “although but one kind of man was seen to go into it, all kinds and 

varieties of men came out of it” (15)?  
23. How is Jarvis Lorry characterized once he is no longer in his traveling clothes?  
24. Pay attention to aphorisms (life lessons): for instance, “perhaps second-hand cares, like second-hand clothes, 

come easily off and on” (16).  



25. What is the connection between the physical world and Mr. Lorry’s mind? (carefully consider the bottom of 
page 17) 

26. What is Lorry fixated on (or obsessed with)? What idea can he not stop thinking about?  
27. Who is Miss Manette? How is she characterized?  
28. Lorry gives a very long backstory; what is important about this story?  
29. Note that Mr. Lorry says “Feelings! I have no time for them, no chance of them” (21); why do we need to 

understand that he views himself without human connections?  
30. Why does Lorry use hypotheticals when describing the story?  
31. Note Lorry’s focus on business (23); how does this further build his characterization?  
32. Finally, the reveal happens at the bottom of page 23! What is Lorry actually here to tell her? What are they 

going to do? 
33. How does Miss Manette respond to the news that her father is alive? (24) 
34. What does “Recalled to Life” mean? Why do you think this is the title of Book the First?  

 
Chapter 5: The Wine-Shop (p. 26-36) 

35. Why do you think it opens with an accident? 
36. How do people respond to the spilled wine? Even babies are drinking the wine; why? 
37. Why was the gloom “more natural to it than sunshine” (27)? 
38. The wine is a symbol; what does it represent? 
39. What detail on page 27 foreshadows the French Revolution? 
40. What is the mill described as doing to people? 
41. Why is Hunger capitalized? Where is it found? How does this now make you reinterpret the spilled wine at the 

start of the chapter? 
42.  “Depressed and slinking though they were, eyes of fire were not wanting among them; nor compressed lips” 

(28) - what is the current state of the people? Are they beaten down by hunger? (Remember, if something is 
found wanting, it means it’s missing) Why is Want capitalized? 

43. What is the only type of item that is kept up? What is this leading to? 
44. For a second time, the forthcoming Revolution is hinted at the top of page 29; how is it hinted at? Who are the 

birds that “took no warnings”? 
45. Consider why we get the detail about one clean hand and one dirty hand. 
46. How are Monsieur (Mr.) Defarge, the wine-shop keeper, and Madame (Mrs.) Defarge characterized? 

Mark this first mention of knitting on page 30; it will be a recurring motif. 
47. Consider why there are so many Jacques listed in the wine-shop. What is a Jacques? 
48. Note the dig at the lower class at the top of page 31; what is the attitude here? 
49. What causes Defarge to become “a secret, angry, dangerous man” (32)? 
50. Why must Manette be always alone? What have 18 years in prison done to him? 
51. How is the garbage (refuse) of the building described at the top of 33? What two bad sources combine to make 

it “almost insupportable”? 



52. Why do you think he’s emphasizing so much that no one in this area “had any promise on it if healthy life or 
wholesome aspirations” (33)? 

53. Why does Defarge need to lock the door (34)? Why does he then juxtapose the beautiful world with the many 
other things? What is he trying to say but unable to? 

54. Why are the three men in the room? Why does Defarge allow this? 
55. How does Miss Manette (the young lady) deal with the reunion with her father? 
56. Once again, why does Defarge have to make so much noise with the key? 
57. What is the man in the room making? 

 

Chapter 6: The Shoemaker (p. 37-46) 
58. What is troubling about the shoemaker’s voice?  
59. Why is the word “must” emphasized on page 37? What does this reveal about his circumstances and 

expectations?  
60. The shoemaker is discombobulated (thrown off/not used to things); why is this the case? Why is this being 

emphasized so much?  
61. How does the shoemaker respond when he is asked his name?   
62. How did he learn to make shoes? 
63. Manette is trying to remember; how is he characterized so we know he’s trying on page 40? 
64. Why do you think Manette doesn’t believe his eyes? Consider what his life has been like for the past 18 years. 
65. What did Manette keep in the rag/sack around his neck? 
66. How does he finally recognize his daughter? 
67. Why does Miss Manette want to get her father out so quickly? 
68. Make note of when it is dark, and when there is light. 
69. How is Manette with travel? 
70. At the very end of the chapter, what is Manette’s answer to Lorry’s question? Why is this the case? 

 


