
Outcome C, Benchmark 2 Prep

Death Penalty Point/Counterpoint - KEY



1. What is the CLAIM of the article? Provide a 
direct quotation from the text.

The death penalty needs to be 
abolished because it is cruel and 
unusual, and is barbaric. The 
Supreme Court needs to rule 
against it.  “The Supreme Court 
should bring the United States in 
line with the rest of the civilized 
world and hold that death is a 
cruel and unusual punishment 
prohibited by the Eighth 
Amendment.”

The death penalty is a valid 
punishment and must be 
kept legal. “Opponents of 
the death penalty routinely 
argue that it does not deter 
crime. They miss the point: 
The death penalty is about 
the punishment of a crime, 
not the deterrence of all 
crime.” 



2. What do we know about the author’s ETHOS based on this 
article? What credibility does he or she have? Provide one 
example from the text.

The authors carefully researched the 
topic and have numerous recent citations 
regarding how the death penalty is 
applied, and how many people it effects. 
They cite the FBI Uniform Crime Report, 
Supreme Court cases, and the Innocence 
Project to reveal the flaws with the 
death penalty. “FBI Uniform Crime 
Report data show no statistical 
difference in crime rates based on the 
existence or frequency of use of the 
death penalty in a particular state.” 
These sources then show that these 
numbers and issues are real, and must be 
dealt with and resolved. 

The authors researched the historical 
background of the death penalty, and 
refer to “the ancient Mesopotamian 
Code of Hammurabi” as well as the 
Supreme Court case “Uttecht vs. 
Brown” that allows jurors to be 
removed from juries if they oppose 
the death penalty. He has credibility 
by citing precedents, which shows he 
is informed on this subject. By 
explaining how he knows his 
material, he is then qualified to argue 
about it. 



ETHOS reminder

• Remember that ethos doesn’t have to be background 
about the author’s schooling, credentials, or experience. 
It could have to do with their character. The more 
trustworthy an author is, the more likely the reader will 
be to support their argument.

• Another example of ethos could be that the author cites 
outside sources, as this is proof that the author did their 
research. Also, if trustworthy sources agree with their 
claim, then we find them more credible.



3. What examples of PATHOS are used to make the 
argument? Provide at least one example from the 
text.

They try to encourage outrage in the 
audience regarding the mistakes made by
Capital Punishment. “It is impossible to 
know how many additional innocent 
people have been wrongfully convicted 
and perhaps executed. If for no other 
reason, the risk of imposing the ultimate 
penalty by mistake even in one case 
should give the state pause in assessing 
the appropriateness of capital 
punishment.” By focusing on the 
countless innocent people effected, they 
are trying to persuade people to stop this 
practice. Because people will then feel 
angry/upset, they are more likely to act. 

They appeal to people’s sense of justice: 
“Let’s not forget that murder is a horrifying, 
vicious crime. The reality is that there are 
few innocent people on death row; the vast 
majority of these inmates did, in fact, 
commit the crimes for which they were 
found guilty. These killers brutally took the 
lives of innocent victims. By not recognizing 
the lives of their victims as sacred, they 
cannot claim their own lives are sacred.” 
They try to get people invested emotionally 
(righteous/justified) in the injustice that has 
happened, and want to get justice for 
victims. 



PATHOS reminder

Remember that, among other things, 
examples of pathos can be:

• Stories, anecdotes, humor, jokes, etc. that 
establish a connection to the audience.

• A warning of danger (that should incite 
worry or fear) if the issue isn’t solved.

• Something that causes the audience to feel 
an emotion and/or a desire to act



4. What examples of LOGOS are used to make 
the argument? Provide at least one example from 
the text. 

“Statistics show… Of the approximately 
3,350 people on death row as of 2007, 
nearly all are impoverished, and many 
belong to minority groups (more than 40 
percent are African American).” The 
authors focus on statistics that reveal 
the high number of people on death row 
as well as the disproportionate number 
of minority/impoverished people. This 
helps them illustrate that the death 
penalty is a problem that adversely
effects the more vulnerable.  

“public polls regularly 
reveal that at least 50 
percent of the American 
people are in favor of the 
death penalty for crimes of 
murder.” The authors cite 
statistics that reveal most 
Americans support it, which 
allows them to prove that 
more people are for it than 
against it. 



LOGOS reminder

Logos doesn’t always have to be 
examples of statistics, facts, numbers, 
etc. It can simply be a reasonable or 
rational statement that appeals to the 
readers’ sense of logic.



5. Who is the SPEAKER voice that tells the story, or 
in nonfiction, the author? What do we know about 
the writer’s life and views that shape this text?

The authors, Beverly 
Ballaro and C. Ames 
Cushman,  clearly do not 
support the death penalty. 
While we don’t know their 
personal history, we do 
know they are passionate 
about and well-versed in 
this topic. 

The authors, Jeffrey 
Bowman and Tracy M. 
DiLascio, clearly support 
the death penalty. They are 
students of history who 
care about punishing wrong-
doers. They believe that if 
you commit the ultimate 
crime, you deserve the 
ultimate price. 



6. What is the OCCASION (time and place) of the 
piece; the situation or context which gave rise to 
the writing or speech?

The most recent data is 2008, 
and they reference the 
Supreme Court case Kennedy v. 
Louisiana, which overturned 
the death sentence of a man, 
and made it so only states can 
impose the death penalty. The 
debates in America regarding 
capital punishment prompted 
this article. 

The authors reference 
2007 data and Supreme 
Court case Uttecht vs. 
Brown, which allows 
jurors to be exempted. 
The current debate 
over capital 
punishment prompted 
this article. 



7. Who is the AUDIENCE or group of readers to whom 
this piece is directed? The audience may be one person 
or multiple.

They are  speaking 
to Americans who 
have the power to 
call for a change in 
the death penalty, 
such as voters and 
politicians. 

They are speaking to 
Americans to convince 
them that the death 
penalty is acceptable 
and assure them that
they are in the majority 
if they believe in it. 



8. What is the author’s PURPOSE? (To inform, 
persuade, entertain..) Explain. 

The authors are trying to 
persuade that the death 
penalty should be 
abolished. All of their 
evidence presents the idea 
of the cruelty of the death 
penalty, which is their 
prime reason for why it 
must be abolished.  

The authors are trying to 
persuade that the death penalty 
is a valid punishment that must 
be kept. Their evidence focuses 
on its history as a punishment, 
and focuses on the fact that it is 
a morally valid punishment to 
help the audience believe it 
should endure. 



9. Tone. What is the tone of the article? What 
DIDLS device lets you know the author’s tone? 
Provide one quotation from the text. 

The tone is critical; the authors are against 
capital punishment and their strong diction 
choices reflect this: “Capital punishment is 
useless as a deterrent, morally indefensible, 
discriminatory in practice, and prone to 
errors that have likely led to the execution 
of some wrongfully convicted people.” 
Adjectives like “useless” and “indefensible” 
reveal they oppose the death penalty.

The tone is candid; they acknowledge 
the other side of the debate politely. 
By using interrogative syntax, “The 
central question is: What is the value 
of human life? By taking innocent 
human life, does the murderer lose 
claim to his own? There is no simple 
answer,” they are able to state the 
seriousness of the debate and discuss 
the matter logically and calmly. 

TONE = What is the author’s attitude toward the subject? (in this case, the death penalty) 

TIP: If you’re getting point/counterpoint articles, the authors are likely “for” or “against” the subject. 

Common tone words:    For = condoning, promoting, endorsing     Against = critical, condemning 



10. Summarize. Create a 3-5 sentence summary of the text by 
answering the following questions: Who? Where? When? What? Why? 
How? Do NOT add in your own thoughts/opinions.

The authors describe the 
contemporary American system of 
justice, particularly regarding 
capital punishment. They cite 
several Supreme Court cases from 
the 20th century and early 2000s, 
as well as statistics, that illustrate 
how prevalent the death penalty is, 
particularly among minorities. They 
describe the injustices of the 
current system that allows the 
death penalty in order to advocate 
for its abolition. 

The authors describe the historical 
precedent of the death penalty 
around the world and in America 
leading up to the early 2000s in 
order to defend it as a system of 
punishment. They describe its 
implication and limitations in order 
to demonstrate that it is used in 
only the most grievous cases, and 
is a valid punishment for the worst 
crimes. 


