
English 1H: Outcome C, Benchmark 2 Practice – ANSWER KEY 
 

 Atticus’s Closing Statement 

1. What is the CLAIM of 
the speech? Provide 
and cite a direct 

quotation from the text. 

Your words/ideas:  
     Tom Robinson is innocent.  
 

Cited quote from text:  
     “restore this defendant to his family… do your duty… believe him” (Lee 275) 

 
2. What do we know 
about the speaker’s 
ETHOS based on this 
speech? What 
credibility does he 
have? Provide and cite 
one example from the 
text. 
 

Cited quote from text: 
    “speaking easily… unhitched his watch and chain… unbuttoned his vest… 
loosened his tie, and took off his coat” (Lee 270-271) 
 
What is the intended effect on the audience? Connect device to claim. 
    By adjusting his appearance to be less formal, Atticus is gaining the jurors’ 
trust by seeming like an approachable, average, everyday citizen with nothing 
to hide. Since he appears more like on of them, the jury is more likely to believe 
his opinions on the case. 

 

3. What example of 
PATHOS is used to 

make the argument? 
Provide at least one 

example from the text. 
 

Cited quote from text: 
   “confident that you gentlemen would go along with them on… the evil 

assumption—all Negroes lie… an assumption one associates with minds of their 
caliber” (Lee 273) 

 
What is the intended effect on the audience? Connect device to claim. 
   By calling the Ewells’ assumption “evil” and “their” minds of lower caliber, as 

well as directly addressing the jurors as “you gentlemen,” Atticus provokes the 
jurors’ sense of defense and obligation. If they want to be considered as having 

high caliber minds, then they can not side with the Ewells and must rather find 
Tom not guilty. 
 

4. What example of 
LOGOS is used to make 
the argument? Provide 
at least one example 
from the text.  
 

Cited quote from text: 
   “the truth is this: some Negroes lie, some Negroes are immoral… But this is a 
truth that applies to the human race and to no particular race of men” (Lee 273) 
 
What is the intended effect on the audience? Connect device to claim. 
   Atticus states observable, logical facts: no human being is perfect, and race 
does not correlate to the number of strengths or flaws of someone’s character. 
By pointing this out, the jurors can reasonably conclude that Tom may actually 
be a good person and innocent of the crime of which he is accused. 
 

5. Who is the SPEAKER? 
What do we know 
about his life and views 
that shape this text? 
Describe several 

examples based on 
characterization in the 

novel. 

Atticus Finch is the speaker. We know he is a well-educated, well-respected 
lawyer. He has demonstrated high moral character throughout the novel 
through the life lessons he instills upon Scout and Jem, as well as his 
interactions with the people of Maycomb. For instance, he tells Uncle Jack he 
hopes he “can get Jem and Scout through [the trial]… without catching 

Maycomb’s usual disease” (Lee 117). Through this, we know he is not racist and 
is willing to take risks in order to do the right thing and set a strong example for 

his children.    



6. What is the 
OCCASION (time and 
place) of the piece; the 
situation or context 
which gave rise to the 

speech? Describe. 

Atticus is delivering his closing argument to the jury in a Southern, segregated 
courtroom during the 1930s. This is his last chance to convince them of his 
claim, that Tom Robinson is innocent, before they decide Tom’s fate and the 
outcome of the trial. 

7. Who is the AUDIENCE 

or group of readers to 
whom this speech is 
directed? Describe what 
they have in common. 

The audience is the jury. In this setting, the jury would be made up of white 

men, most of whom are likely stuck in their racist ways.  

8. What is the speaker’s 
PURPOSE? (To inform, 
persuade, entertain..) 
Explain.  

To persuade the jury to find Tom Robinson not guilty. 

9. Tone. What is the 
tone of the speech? 
Specifically, what is 

Atticus’s attitude 
toward the jury before 

they determine the 
verdict? What DIDLS 
device lets you know 

the tone? Provide and 
cite a direct quotation 

from the text.  
 

 
Tone:  confident          Subject: Tom’s innocence         DIDLS Device: simile 
 

Cited quote from text: 
    “this case is as simple as black and white” (Lee 271) 

 
Explain how the quote reveals the tone:  
     By comparing the facts of the case to the colors black and white, Atticus 

implies the choice to choose “not guilty” should be an easy decision. Since 
there’s no evidence to support the other side, Atticus projects a confident tone 

toward Tom’s innocence through his simplistic simile.  

10. Summarize. Create 
a 3-5 sentence 
summary of the speech 
by answering the 
following questions: 
Who? Where? When? 
What? Why? How?    Be 
objective; Do NOT add 
in your own 
thoughts/opinions. 

Atticus gives his closing statement to the jury. He lists several reasons why the 
jury should put race aside and find Tom Robinson not guilty, such as the lack of 
evidence, the irrationality of racism, and appealing to the jurors’ desire to be 
viewed as moral. He uses ethos, logos, and pathos to persuade the jurors of his 
claim, in hopes of inspiring them to act in favor of justice. 
 

 


