
“How to Resolve Racially Stressful Situations” 
by Dr. Howard C. Stevenson 



1. Paragraph 1 
mostly provides
A. Ethos
B. Logos
C. Pathos 
D.Speaker’s 

claim

Speaker’s claim: Dr. 

Stevenson is 

establishing for his 

audience what needs to 

happen: “we need a 

racial literacy to decode 

the politics of racial 

threat in America”



2. Paragraphs 4 
and 5 best 
illustrate an 
appeal to 
A. Ethos
B. Logos
C. Pathos

Pathos – appeals to audience’s sense 

of empathy and desire for justice – kids 

shouldn’t have to be misjudged and 

mistreated (“interpreted as 

misbehaving”) due to race; they 

shouldn’t be “too scared” – parents 

shouldn’t have to “worry about their 

children…breathing”

Logos is ok because it is describing a 

factual experience; he is focusing on 

what specifically happened (the talk) 

and why it had to happen. 



3. Paragraph 10 
best illustrate an 
appeal to 
A. Ethos
B. Logos
C. Pathos 

Logos because he is 

describing research 

and the neuroscience 

of how brains respond 

to threats. These are 

statistics/facts. 



“The Psychology of Mob Mentality and Violence” 
by Dr. Wendy James



1. The double 
underlined 
portion at the 
top best 
illustrates an 
appeal to
A. Ethos
B. Logos
C. Pathos 

“Dr.” is an appeal to 

Ethos because it gives 

her credibility and 

experience regarding 

this topic (since she 

has a Ph.D). 



2. The opening 
paragraphs best 
illustrate an 
appeal to 
A. Ethos
B. Logos
C. Pathos 

Comparing dog and human behavior 

is an appeal to logic because it is 

rationally explaining situations; 

animals do this, we are animals, 

therefore we do it too. Also, the 

reference to “as evidenced by” 

indicates this is an observable fact. 

Pathos is ok – “it’s more likely that a 

pack will attack you” and “we are not 

exempt” includes the audience, 

makes them care/perhaps worry, 

especially with  “bark” vs. “attack” 



3. The 
underlined 
portions in the 
middle best 
illustrate an 
appeal to 
A. Ethos
B. Logos
C. Pathos 

James is stating observable 
facts when she is describing 

riots (“you have never heard of” 
= it’s commonly known/ 

accepted, and “by definition”), so 
it is logos. She also uses 

“if/then” reasoning, which is 
rational thinking (“if the group 
behavior is violent, [then] the 

larger the group the more 
magnified the violence”) 



4. Find a an 
example of Logos. 
Quote with 
Paragraph #. 

Ex: “First is Contagion 
Theory, proposes that 

crowds exert a hypnotic 
influence on their members 
that results in irrational and 

emotionally charged 
behavior often referred to 

as crowd frenzy” (10)

This is logos because it is 
scientific fact/theory. 



4. (con’t) Why is 
James using this 
rhetorical device at 
this moment? Be 
sure to analyze 
effect on audience 
AND connect that 
effect to support of 
speaker’s claim. 

James is explaining to the 
audience how emotions 
spread through a crowd, 

which causes them to turn 
into a mob. She is 

focused on explaining this 
concept to the audience 

so they better understand 
the psychology of mobs 

and how it builds. 



5. Pretend you are Dr. 
Wendy James. Your new 
claim is, “We are all 
susceptible to mob 
mentality, so we must do 
our part to not 
participate.” What could 
you add to this article to 
utlizePATHOS to support 
the claim? Write your 
new lines hre, and place 
a star on the article 
where you would add 
them. 

When does a crowd 
become a mob? Is it too 

late to realize when you are 
being pressed against, 

shoved around, attacked? 
Is there a way to recognize 

the danger before you 
become a victim? 

*Place at the opening of 
the article in order to draw 

the reader in. 



“Examining the Mob Mentality”
- An interview between South Source and Tamara Avant



6. The double 
underlined 
portion of 
paragraph 1 
illustrates an 
appeal to
A. Ethos
B. Logos
C. Pathos 

Ethos because Tamara 

Avant is a Psychology 

program director at a 

university, so she has 

experience and 

credibility in the field. 



7. The single 
underlined 
portion of 
paragraph 2 best 
illustrates an 
appeal to
A. Ethos
B. Logos
C. Pathos 

Logos because it is 

describing a factual 

experience; while it 

may be emotional, she 

is providing a clinical 

definition here. 



8. The style of 
Avant’s responses 
can be 
characterized as
A. Formal
B. Colloquial 
C. Mocking 
D. Academic 

Colloquial - she is 

speaking to the 

audience in a way that 

they can understand; 

she’s not mocking 

(makin fun) of the 

crowd, and she is not 

using high level jargon 

(academic/formal)



9. The overall tone 
of Avan’ts 
responses can be 
characterized as
A. Judgmental
B. Dejected
C. Objective
D. Jovial   

Objective- she is 

describing what causes 

mob mentality to arise, 

and what causes 

people to fall to this; 

she does not judge 

people, but is merely 

trying to explain it



10. Find a an 
example of Logos. 
Quote with 
Paragraph #. 

Ex: “First, many people 
believe they cannot be held 

responsible for violent 
behavior when part of a 

mob because they perceive 
the violent action as the 

group’s (e.g. ‘everyone was 
doing it’) rather than their 

own behavior” (3)



10. (con’t) Why is 
Avant using this 
rhetorical device at 
this moment? Be 
sure to analyze 
effect on audience 
AND connect that 
effect to support of 
speaker’s claim. 

Her claim is to understand 
how deindividuation leads 

to mob mentality, so people 
can understand this 

phenomenon. In order to 
get them to understand, 

she must explain clearly to 
the audience what factors 

cause this to arise. 



Mob Mentality 
- Is this true 
for Maycomb? 
Why or why not?


