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What’s on the actual

final exam?
• 1 short story excerpt

• 8 multiple choice questions

• 2 novel excerpts

• 22 multiple choice questions

• 2 poems (synthesis)

• 10 multiple choice questions 

• Grammar/writing (conjunctions, prepositions, transitions) 

• 5 multiple choice questions 



1. WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING QUOTATIONS BEST REPRESENTS 

THE NARRATIVE’S THEME?

a. “She fought, with clenched teeth, desperately!”

b. “I tried to hold myself down but I couldn’t. “

c. “The damned little brat must be protected against her own 

idiocy.”

*the theme is that  using force often corrupts the user, no matter how 

morally right the intentions are. This quotation shows the doctor’s desire to 

“protect” the girl, but also his negative change in character based on her 

frustrating behavior.

d. “She had been on the defensive before but now she attacked.”



2. THE PHRASE “AS STRONG AS A HEIFER” IS AN EXAMPLE OF WHICH 

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE DEVICE (PARAGRAPH 4)?

a. Simile

this phrase compares the strength of a little girl to 

that of a cow, using like or as.

b. personification

c. metaphor

d. hyperbole



3. IN PARAGRAPH THIRTY-TWO, THE WORD “UNREASONING” SUGGESTS 

WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING IDEAS ABOUT THE NARRATOR?

a. He has gone from professional to emotional. 

“unreasoning” means “not guided by or based on good sense” 

and applied here, it describes the doctor’s rising frustration that 

is driving him.

b. He feels pity for Mathilda and her parents.

c. He is ready to give up and try again later.

d. He is proud of his efforts to help Mathilda.



4. REREAD PARAGRAPH 20. BASED ON THE CONTEXT, THE WORD 

“ADMONISHED” MEANS WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING?

a. questioned

b. comforted

c. Scolded

*describes the way the mother spoke the phrase “If you 
don't do what the doctor says you'll have to go to the 
hospital”

d. assisted



5. REREAD PARAGRAPH 21.  BASED ON THE CONTEXT, THE WORD 

“ABJECT” MEANS WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING?

a. confused

b. enthusiastic

c. routine

d. Hopeless 

*describes how the parents were feeling after trying to 

help their daughter for so long



6. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE NARRATOR’S STATEMENT “SHE SURELY 

ROSE TO MAGNIFICENT HEIGHTS OF INSANE FURY OF EFFORT”? 

(PARAGRAPH 21)

a. to illustrate the narrator’s admiration of Mathilda

*although he is frustrated, the connotation of the word 

“magnificent” is a positive one that shows he is in awe of 

her.

b. to reflect the narrator’s frustration with Mathilda

c. to express the narrator’s confusion with Mathilda

d. to convey the narrator’s acceptance of Mathilda’s parents



7. BASED ON THE DETAILS IN THE STORY, THE ATTITUDE OF THE 

SPEAKER TOWARD MATHILDA’S PARENTS IS ONE OF:

a. contempt.

To have contempt for someone means to have disdain or scorn 

for them. Based on details like “at that, I ground my teeth in 

disgust” in reaction to the mother shows his disdain for her.

b. admiration.

c. jealousy.

d. true love.



8. THIS EXCERPT IS BEST DESCRIBED AS AN EXAMPLE OF WHICH 

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE DEVICE?

“When finally I got the wooden spatula behind the last teeth and just the point of it into the mouth cavity, she 

opened up for an instant but before I could see anything she came down again and gripping the wooden blade 

between her molars she reduced it to splinters before I could get it out again.”

a. sensory imagery

The line ”gripping the wooden blade between her molars, she reduced...” 

appeals to tactile imagery.

b. passionate language

c. rhyme scheme

d. flowery language



9. IN THE FINAL SCENES IN WHICH THE NARRATOR IS STRUGGLING TO EXAMINE MATHILDA, 

HE ADMITS HE IS ASHAMED.  WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS BEST REFLECTS HIS 

FEELINGS DURING HIS FINAL INTERACTIONS WITH MATHILDA?

a. I know how to expose a throat for inspection. And I did my best. 

b. I could have torn the child apart in my own fury and enjoyed it.

*this line shows the character’s intense frustration, which he is later 
ashamed of 

c. I forced the heavy silver spoon back of her teeth and down her throat till she 
gagged. 

d. Tried to get off her father's lap and fly at me while tears of defeat blinded her 
eyes.



10. EARLY IN THE NARRATIVE, THE NARRATOR MAKES SEVERAL 

OBSERVATIONS.  WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING BEST PORTRAYS HIS 

CHARACTER?

a. They were new patients to me; all I had was the name, Olson. 

b. I smiled in my best professional manner and asking for the child's first 
name I said, come on, Mathilda, open your mouth and let's take a look at 
your throat. 

*this line shows his goals as a doctor, and the knowledge that he must be 
kind to his patients. He does get frustrated later, but that change in 
character is not exemplified in any of the other answer options. 

c. The child was fairly eating me up with her cold, steady eyes, and no expression to 
her face whatever. 

d. As doctors often do I took a trial shot at it as a point of departure.



11. READ THE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION: … THE TONE OF THE 

DESCRIPTION IS

“For heaven's sake, I broke in. Don't call me a nice man to her. I'm here to look 

at her throat on the chance that she might have diphtheria and possibly die of it. 

But that's nothing to her. Look here, I said to the child, we're going to look at 

your throat. You're old enough to understand what I'm saying.”

a. cynical

b. naïve 

c. Forthright *he is being blunt and straight-foward with the parents 

to convey the seriousness of the issue.

d. sinister



12. WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING BEST DESCRIBES THE TONE OF 

THE PASSAGE? 

A.Sentimental (it’s not touchy feely)

B.Sardonic (it’s not mocking in a heartless/mean way)

C.Critical (it’s not harsh/judgmental) 

D.Light-hearted

Since the characters are in a general good mood 
talking about this topic, it is not overly serious or 
moody; therefore, light-hearted (easy-going) is 
the best choice 



13. THE NARRATOR PRESENTS MRS. BENNET AS ALL OF THE 

FOLLOWING EXCEPT

A.Confident (she’s sure that one of her daughters will marry 
Mr. Bingley) 

B.Enthusiastic (she’s very eager and excited to meet Mr. 
Bingley) 

C.Manipulative (she is plotting her daughter’s marriage to a 
stranger without ever having met him) 

D.Selfless (She is focused on what will make herself
happy (getting her daughters married to wealthy 
men) more than what will make them happy. 



14. THE STATEMENT “IT IS A TRUTH UNIVERSALLY ACKNOWLEDGED, THAT A 

SINGLE MAN IN POSSESSION OF A GOOD FORTUNE, MUST BE IN WANT OF 

A WIFE” EXPRESSES THE BELIEFS OF 

A.The narrator 

B.Mrs. Bennet

While this is not in quotation marks, this comment is mostly 
aligned with Mrs. Bennet’s beliefs (of course a rich guy wants a 
wife!) 

C.Mr. Bennet

D.Mr. Bingley 

For this type of question, make sure you don’t jump and look 
solely at quotation marks; look and see which character holds 

this type of attitude



15. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE OBSERVATION IN 

QUESTION 3 14? 

A.To evaluate marriage in terms of financial relationships 

The characteristic being emphasized is that he has a “fortune” (ie, tons of 
money) and that is what prompts marriage 

B. To evaluate marriage in terms of romance and passion 

There’s no talk of love here (even though it talks about marriage)

C. To evaluate marriage in terms of domestic habits

Domestic habits refers to people’s daily lives/house lives

D. To evaluate marriage in terms of personal fulfillment 

There’s nothing here about personal feelings; marriage is only business transaction 

For this type of question, consider what characteristic is being emphasized, and 
then identify the option that best represents this focus 



16. WHEN MRS. BENNET SAYS “A SINGLE MAN OF LARGE FORTUNE; FOUR OR 

FIVE THOUSAND A YEAR. WHAT A FINE THING FOR OUR GIRLS!" (LINES 31-34), 

WHAT IS THE SUGGESTED MOTIVATION OF MRS. BENNET? 

A.Romantic idealism and moral duty 

There is no mention of love here; just money

B. Personal interest and general principle 

While she is seeking personal gain, it’s not about a “general principal” (this is not 
a strong answer) 

C.Emotional need and intellectual vanity

No mention of emotions here

D.Material gain and social convention 

She is focused on the money (and that social convention is 
making a good “match” ie marriage) 



17. IN CONTEXT, “SOLACE” (LINE 83) IS BEST INTERPRETED 

TO MEAN 

A.Comfort

B.Activity 

C.Sun 

D.Frustration 

These questions are asking you to use your knowledge of 
vocabulary and context clues; a tip can be to use word 
replacement: “The business of her life was to get her daughters 
married; its solace [comfort] was visiting and news.” The gist of 
this paragraph is that because of her nerves her life is hard, but 
gossiping makes it better. 



18. WHEN MR. BENNET REFERS TO MRS. BENNET’S LOOKS 

IN LINES 45-47, IT IS BEST DESCRIBED AS

“…for as you are as handsome as any of them, Mr. Bingley may 
like you the best of the party.’” 

A.Contradictions 

B.Compliments

C.Hyperbole – he is exaggerating regarding her beauty (it 
is unlikely she is as beautiful as her young daughters; Mr. 
Bennet is exaggerating to flatter her)

D.Lies



19. WHY DOES THE NARRATOR EMPHASIZE THAT, UNLIKE MR. BENNET’S 

COMPLEXITY, MRS. BENNET’S “MIND WAS LESS DIFFICULT TO DEVELOP” 

(LINE 79)? 

A.Because she is a well-respected member of the community.

There is no evidence of this here; especially in this quote

B.Because she focuses only on superficial matters.

This is focusing on the juxtaposition between Mr. Bennet’s 
intelligence and deep thought and Mrs. Bennet’s shallowness 

C.Because she thinks carefully. 

This is the exact opposite of Mrs. Bennet’s characterization 

D.Because she is a true romantic. 

There is no evidence of this here; especially in this quote



20. MR. BENNET’S RESPONSE TO MRS. BENNET’S “NERVES” 

(LINES 71-74) IS BEST DESCRIBED AS 

A.Sincere 

This is the opposite of what he’s doing; he is annoyed by her nerves, 
so he isn’t happy they are his “friends’ 

B.Concerned

This is the opposite; he believes she overreacts so he is not actually 
concerned

C.Silly – he is joking around with her about her nerves

D.Deceptive 

He’s not lying, so he’s not deceiving her 



21. BASED UPON MR. BENNET’S REFERENCE TO MRS. BENNET’S NERVES IN

QUESTION 9 20, IT CAN BE INFERRED THAT MR. BENNET BELIEVES HER 

NERVES TO BE 

A. Impulsive

They are not rash/quick to judgement 

B. Insensitive 

They are not cruel/uncaring 

C.Oversensitive – she overreacts 

D. Misleading 

They are not wrong/off-topic 



22. WHY IS MR. BENNET AMUSED BY MRS. BENNET’S 

REMARKS ABOUT MR. BINGLEY?  

A.As he is more sensible than she is, he finds her concern over 
the top.

Mr. Bennet is level-headed (sensible) and thinks it’s funny that 
this is what she worries about 

B.As Mr. Bennet doesn’t know him, he enjoys hearing her gossip. 

C.As he is a jealous man, Mr. Bennet hates this talk. 

D.As he has no desire for his daughters to marry, he can’t take her 
seriously. 

None of these other options are accurate 



23. LINES 36-42 ARE BEST UNDERSTOOD AS AN ATTEMPT BY MRS. 

BENNET TO 

“"My dear Mr. Bennet," replied his wife, "how can you be so tiresome! You must 
know that I am thinking of his marrying one of them."

A. Express her frustration to Mr. Bennet 

While she says he is tiresome, it’s not about her frustration here, but her needing to clarify 
(explain) 

B.Clarify Mr. Bingley to Mr. Bennet

Mr. Bennet didn’t know understand his intentions, so Mrs. Bennet had to 
explain it 

C.Demonstrate her maturity to Mr. Bennet – she is not mature

D.Reconsider Mr. Bingley’s suitableness – this is the opposite of what is happening 
(Mr. Bingley is incredibly suitable; ie. A good match) 



24. IN THE FOLLOWING EXCERPT, … THE SPEAKER EMPLOYS WHICH 

OF THE FOLLOWING FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE DEVICES?

“In Spanish it means too many letters. It means sadness, it means 

waiting. It is like the number nine. A muddy color. It is the 

Mexican records my father plays on Sunday mornings when he is 

shaving, songs like sobbing” 

A.simile

B.metaphor

C.understatement

D.both A and B are correct



25. REREAD PARAGRAPH 5.  THERE IS A SHIFT IN TONE IN THE STORY WHEN 

THE AUTHOR WRITES…  HOW IS THIS SHIFT IN TONE BEST DESCRIBED?

“I would like to baptize myself under a new name, a name more like 
the real me, the one nobody sees”. 

A.The tone shifts from melancholic to frustrated.

She goes from describing her great-grandmother’s 
sadness to her own frustrations

B. The tone shifts from exhilarated (excited/thrilled) to desperate.

C.The tone shifts from accusing to acceptance.

D.The tone shifts from whimsical (quirky) to understanding.



26. WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS ARE TRUE? 

The story of her grandmother and grandfather’s engagement/marriage is used in this passage to reinforce

I. the idea that her grandmother felt trapped and powerless When she talks about her being 

taken away with a sack over her head, and then she stares out the window

II. the idea that women often do not have as many rights and freedoms as men – “I wonder if she 

made the best with what she got or was she sorry because she couldn't be all the things she wanted 

to be.” 

III. the idea that arranged marriages are indicators of inhumane societies

IV. the idea that one’s actions are temporary and can be changed

A. I and II only

B. I, II, and III only

C. IV only 

D. None of the above



27. WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING CONFLICTS OF THE FOLLOWING 

CONFLICTS IS MOST EMPHASIZED IN PARAGRAPH 3?

“My great-grandmother. I would've liked to have known her, a wild, horse of a 
woman, so wild she wouldn't marry. Until my great-grandfather threw a sack 
over her head and carried her off. Just like that, as if she were a fancy 
chandelier. That's the way he did it.”

A.gender inequality

Focus is on because her great-grandmother was a woman, she was 
able to be taken

B. religious freedom – no discussion of religion 

C.racial inequality – no discussion of race (they’re all Mexican) 

D.mother-daughter relationships – no discussion of mothers and daughters; just 
what happened to her great-grandmother  



28. IN THE SENTENCE BEGINNING WITH “SHE LOOKED OUT THE WINDOW 

HER WHOLE LIFE…” (PARAGRAPH 3) THE SPEAKER EMPLOYS WHICH ONE OF 

THE FOLLOWING LITERARY DEVICES OR TECHNIQUES?

A.descriptive word choice

B.Hyperbole

There are moments where she would obviously 

have to leave the window; it’s exaggerating that 

this is what her life was like

C.simile

D.rhetorical question



29. CONSIDER THE EXCERPT AS A WHOLE. SANDRA CISNERO’S

MAIN ARGUMENT (CLAIM) IS THAT

A. children struggled with their religious beliefs. – no mention of religion

B. school children often feared ridicule. – while it mentions her name at school, 

she is not ridiculed (made fun of excessively)and it is not her main focus 

C.parents often forced their children to become a person they are not. –

parents are not the ones causing this unhappiness, but rather society

D.Mexican females often struggled with their place in society.

As a “horse-woman”, both Esperanza and her great-grandmother 

struggle with what is acceptable for them 



30. WHICH ONE OF THE FOLLOWING LINES IS MOST LIKELY AN 

INTENTIONAL USE OF EXAGGERATION (HYPERBOLE)?

A. “She was a horse woman too, born like me in the Chinese 
year of the horse” (paragraph 2)

B. “In Spanish it means too many letters” (paragraph 
1)

This isn’t what it actually means, but she is 
exaggerating how people respond to it

C. “Yes. Something like Zeze the X will do” (paragraph 5)

D. “But in Spanish my name is made out of a softer something, 
like silver” (paragraph 5)



31. “IT IS LIKE THE NUMBER NINE.” IS AN EXAMPLE OF WHICH 

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE DEVICE (PARAGRAPH 1)?

A.simile

B.personification

C.Assonance (this is how vowels repeat/sound)

D.Alliteration – while this has two Ns back to back, it’s 

not the main focus (alliteration should also happen 

more frequently) 



32. “IT IS THE MEXICAN RECORDS MY FATHER PLAYS ON SUNDAY MORNINGS 

WHEN HE IS SHAVING, SONGS LIKE SOBBING” IS AN EXAMPLE OF WHICH 

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE DEVICE (PARAGRAPH 1)?

A.repetition

B.understatement

C.Metaphor 

Her name is compared to the records

D.assonance



33. WHICH ONE OF THE FOLLOWING LINES BEST INDICATES THE 

NARRATOR’S INTERNAL CONFLICT?

A. “I have inherited her name, but I don't want to inherit her 
place by the window” (paragraph 4)

This is focused on Esperanza’s conflict (her feelings of 
dissatisfaction and fear in her life)

B. “And the story goes she never forgave him” (paragraph 4)

C. “It was my great-grandmother's name and now it is mine” (paragraph 
2)

D. “I would've liked to have known her, a wild, horse of a woman, so wild 
she wouldn't marry” (paragraph 3) – since she cannot possible know her 
great-grandmother, it’s not an internal conflict; this is just a wish



34. THE SIMILE “AT SCHOOL THEY SAY MY NAME FUNNY AS IF THE 

SYLLABLES WERE MADE OUT OF TIN AND HURT THE ROOF OF YOUR 

MOUTH “IN PARAGRAPH 4 IS USED TO REVEAL THE SPEAKER’S

A. anxiety.

B. joy.

C. dislike.

Her name is compared to negatively 
connotated things, and since it 
“hurt[s]”, it is disliked 

D. confidence.



35. “SYMPATHY”:  IN STANZA ONE, LINES 1-7, THE SPEAKER 

DESCRIBES THAT A CAGED BIRD FEELS

A. depressed because it cannot experience the 
freedom it craves. – What do we know about a 
caged bird? Is it able to experience the positive images 
described, or just observe them and long for them? 
Notice the exclamation points? 

B. optimistic about the possibility of escaping 
its cage. – the images are positive, but there’s nothing 
in the text that lets us know the bird is hopeful of 
obtaining freedom or treating the images as a 
possibility

C. sorrowful because it knows it will never see 
its mother again. – “mother” is totally unrelated

D. pessimistic about life outside its cage. – the 
images of life outside the cage are all positive

I know what the caged bird feels, alas!

When the sun is bright on the upland slopes;

When the wind stirs soft through the springing grass,

And the river flows like a stream of glass;

When the first bird sings and the first bud opes,

And the faint perfume from its chalice steals—

I know what the caged bird feels!



41. COMPARE AND CONTRAST DUNBAR’S AND ANGELOU’S POEMS. 

THE MOST OBVIOUS DIFFERENCE IN WORD CHOICE IS THAT

A. Dunbar’s poem uses sincere language whereas Angelou’s poem uses language that is 

comparatively more offensive. – no offensive language in “Caged Bird”

B. Dunbar’s poem uses disturbing language whereas Angelou’s poem uses language that, 

in comparison, is more restrained.  - “Sympathy” = beats his wing, blood is red, cruel bars, cling, 

pain still throbs, old scars, keener sting, bruised, sore, bars

C. Dunbar’s poem uses hopeful language whereas Angelou’s poem uses language that is 

comparatively more pessimistic. - “Sympathy” is not hopeful (re-read last stanza – “not a carol of 

joy or glee… a plea… he flings”)

D. Dunbar’s poem uses flowery language whereas Angelou’s poem uses passionate 

language. – what is ‘flowery’ language? 



42. WHICH ONE OF THE FOLLOWING COMPARISONS PROVIDES THE 

MOST ACCURATE DESCRIPTION OF THE TONE OF EACH POEM? 

A. “Sympathy” is optimistic; “Caged Bird” is pessimistic.

B. “Sympathy” is alarming; “Caged Bird” is restrained.

C. “Sympathy” is bitter; “Caged Bird” is adoring.

D. “Sympathy” is hopeful; “Caged Bird” is mocking.

Overall, both poems have a negative tone, but “Caged Bird” includes some positive images (though 

the bird longs for them rather than experiences them) to offset/balance some of the negativity. 

A is wrong - re-read last stanza of “Sympathy” (NOT optimistic)

C is definitely wrong – “Caged Bird” is NOT adoring

D is definitely wrong – there is no mocking in “Caged Bird,” and re-read last stanza of “Sympathy” (NOT hopeful)



43. CONSIDERING BOTH POEMS, IT CAN BE CONCLUDED THAT 

THE POETS BOTH BELIEVE THAT

A. all people have the power and the resources to gain their own freedom.

B. all people lack freedom and are oppressed. 

C. one who is given freedom lacks the will power to help others.

D. one who is denied freedom will desire it most of all.

 D is correct – Both poems show the caged bird (denied freedom) longing for freedom. 

 A is wrong – neither poem shows the caged bird gaining freedom

 B is wrong – “all” is too extreme; they only give us one caged bird

 C is wrong – completely unrelated; no examples of not helping or lack of will power


