
E1H Sem. 1 MOCK Final Exam (2018) – ANSWER KEY 

Part I: Reading Comprehension and Analysis 
Directions: Read Passage One, which is the short story “The Use of Force” by William Carlos Williams. Then, answer questions 1-11. 
 

1. Which of the following quotations best represents the narrative’s theme? 
a. She fought, with clenched teeth, desperately!  
b. I tried to hold myself down but I couldn't.  
c. The damned little brat must be protected against her own idiocy.  
d. She had been on the defensive before but now she attacked. 

 

2. The phrase “as strong as a heifer” is an example of which figurative language device (paragraph 4)? 
a. simile 
b. personification 

c. metaphor 
d. hyperbole 

 

3. In paragraph thirty-two, the word unreasoning suggests which of the following ideas about the narrator? 
a. He has gone from professional to emotional. 
b. He feels pity for Mathilda and her parents. 

c. He is ready to give up and try again later. 
d. He is proud of his efforts to help Mathilda. 

 

4. Reread paragraph 20.  Based on the context, the word admonished means which of the following? 
a. questioned 
b. comforted 

c. scolded 
d. assisted 

 

5. Reread paragraph 21.  Based on the context, the word abject means which of the following? 
a. confused 
b. enthusiastic 

c. routine 
d. hopeless 

 

6. What is the purpose of the narrator’s statement “she surely rose to magnificent heights of insane fury of effort”? (paragraph 21)  
a. to illustrate the narrator’s admiration of Mathilda 
b. to reflect the narrator’s frustration with Mathilda 
c. to express the narrator’s confusion with Mathilda 
d. to convey the narrator’s acceptance of Mathilda’s parents 

 

7. Based on the details in the story, the attitude of the speaker toward Mathilda’s parents is one of 
a. contempt. 
b. admiration. 

c. jealousy. 
a. true love. 

 

8. “When finally I got the wooden spatula behind the last teeth and just the point of it into the mouth cavity, she opened up for an 
instant but before I could see anything she came down again and gripping the wooden blade between her molars she reduced it to 
splinters before I could get it out again.”  This excerpt is best described as an example of which figurative language device? 

a. sensory imagery 
b. passionate language 

c. rhyme scheme 
d. flowery language 

 

9. In the final scenes in which the narrator is struggling to examine Mathilda, he admits he is ashamed.  Which of the following 
statements best reflects his feelings during his final interactions with Mathilda? 

a. I know how to expose a throat for inspection. And I did my best.  
b. I could have torn the child apart in my own fury and enjoyed it.  
c. I forced the heavy silver spoon back of her teeth and down her throat till she gagged.  
d. Tried to get off her father's lap and fly at me while tears of defeat blinded her eyes. 

 

10. Early in the narrative, the narrator makes several observations.  Which of the following best portrays his character? 
a. They were new patients to me; all I had was the name, Olson.  
b. I smiled in my best professional manner and asking for the child's first name I said, come on, Mathilda, open your mouth and 

let's take a look at your throat.  
c. The child was fairly eating me up with her cold, steady eyes, and no expression to her face whatever.  
d. As doctors often do I took a trial shot at it as a point of departure. 

 

11. Read the following description: “For heaven's sake, I broke in. Don't call me a nice man to her. I'm here to look at her throat on the 
chance that she might have diphtheria and possibly die of it. But that's nothing to her. Look here, I said to the child, we're going to 
look at your throat. You're old enough to understand what I'm saying.” The tone of the description is  

a. cynical 
b. naïve  

c. forthright 
d. sinister 

 
Part II: Reading Comprehension and Analysis 

Directions: Read Passage Two, which is an excerpt from a novel by Jane Austen. Then, answer questions 12-23.  
 

12. Which of the following best describes the tone of the passage?  
a. Sentimental  
b. Sardonic 

c. Critical  
d. Light-hearted 

 

13. The narrator presents Mrs. Bennet as all of the following except  
a. Confident  
b. Enthusiastic  

c. Manipulative  
d. Selfless  

 

14. The statement “It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune, must be in want of a wife” 
expresses the beliefs of  

a. The narrator  
b. Mrs. Bennet 

c. Mr. Bennet 
d. Mr. Bingley  



15. What is the purpose of the observation in question 3? To evaluate marriage in terms of – 
a. financial relationships  
b. romance and passion 

c. domestic habits 
d. personal fulfillment  

 

16. When Mrs. Bennet says “A single man of large fortune; four or five thousand a year. What a fine thing for our girls!" (lines 31-34), 
what is the suggested motivation of Mrs. Bennet?  

a. Romantic idealism and moral duty  
b. Personal interest and general principle  

c. Emotional need and intellectual vanity 
d. Material gain and social convention  

 

17. In context, “solace” (line 83) is best interpreted to mean  
a. Comfort 
b. Activity  

c. Sun  
d. Frustration  

 

18. When Mr. Bennet refers to Mrs. Bennet’s looks in lines 45-47, it is best described as 
a. Contradictions  
b. Compliments 

c. Hyperbole 
d. Lies 

 

19. Why does the narrator emphasize that, unlike Mr. Bennet’s complexity, Mrs. Bennet’s “mind was less difficult to develop” (line 79)?  
a. Because she is a well-respected member of the community.  
b. Because she focuses only on superficial matters. 
c. Because she thinks carefully.  
d. Because she is a true romantic.  

 

20. Mr. Bennet’s response to Mrs. Bennet’s “nerves” (lines 71-74) is best described as  
a. Sincere  
b. Concerned 

c. Silly  
d. Deceptive  

 

21. Based upon Mr. Bennet’s reference to Mrs. Bennet’s nerves in question 9, it can be inferred that Mr. Bennet believes her nerves to be  
a. Impulsive 
b. Insensitive  

c. Oversensitive  
d. Misleading  

 

22. Why is Mr. Bennet amused by Mrs. Bennet’s remarks about Mr. Bingley?  
a. As he is more sensible than she is, he finds her concern over the top. 
b. As Mr. Bennet doesn’t know him, he enjoys hearing her gossip.  
c. As he is a jealous man, Mr. Bennet hates this talk.  
d. As he has no desire for his daughters to marry, he can’t take her seriously.  

 

23. Lines 36-42 are best understood as an attempt by Mrs. Bennet to  
a. Express her frustration to Mr. Bennet  
b. Clarify Mr. Bingley to Mr. Bennet 
c. Demonstrate her maturity to Mr. Bennet 
d. Reconsider Mr. Bingley’s suitableness 

Part III:  Reading Comprehension and Analysis 
Directions: Read Passage Three, an excerpt from the novel House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros. Then, answer questions 24-34.  

24. In the following excerpt, “In Spanish it means too many letters. It means sadness, it means waiting. It is like the number nine. A muddy 
color. It is the Mexican records my father plays on Sunday mornings when he is shaving, songs like sobbing” the speaker employs 
which of the following figurative language devices? 

a. simile 
b. metaphor 

c. understatement 
d. both A and B are correct 

 

25. Reread paragraph 5.  There is a shift in tone in the story when the author writes “I would like to baptize myself under a new name, a 
name more like the real me, the one nobody sees”. How is this shift in tone best described? 

a. The tone shifts from melancholic to frustrated. 
b. The tone shifts from exhilarated to desperate. 
c. The tone shifts from accusing to acceptance. 
d. The tone shifts from whimsical to understanding. 

 

26. Which of the following statements are true?  
 

The story of her grandmother and grandfather’s engagement/marriage is used in this passage to reinforce 
I. the idea that her grandmother felt trapped and powerless 
II. the idea that women often do not have as many rights and freedoms as men 
III. the idea that arranged marriages are indicators of inhumane societies 
IV. the idea that one’s actions are temporary and can be changed 

 

a. I and II only 
b. I, II, and III only 

c. IV only  
d. None of the above 

 
27. Which of the following conflicts of the following conflicts is MOST emphasized in paragraph 3? 

a. gender inequality 
b. religious freedom 

c. racial inequality 
d. mother-daughter relationships 



28. In the sentence beginning with “She looked out the window her whole life…” (paragraph 3) the speaker employs which one of the 
following literary devices or techniques? 

a. descriptive word choice 
b. hyperbole 

c. simile 
d. rhetorical question 

 

29. Consider the excerpt as a whole. Sandra Cisnero’s main argument (claim) is that 
a. children struggled with their religious beliefs. 
b. school children often feared ridicule. 
c. parents often forced their children to become a person they are not. 
d. Mexican females often struggled with their place in society. 

 

30. Which one of the following lines is most likely an intentional use of exaggeration (hyperbole)? 
a. “She was a horse woman too, born like me in the Chinese year of the horse” (paragraph 2) 
b. “In Spanish it means too many letters” (paragraph 1) 
c. “Yes. Something like Zeze the X will do” (paragraph 5) 
d.  “But in Spanish my name is made out of a softer something, like silver” (paragraph 5) 

 

31. “It is like the number nine.” is an example of which figurative language device (paragraph 1)? 
a. simile 
b. personification 

c. assonance 
d. alliteration 

 

32. “It is the Mexican records my father plays on Sunday mornings when he is shaving, songs like sobbing” is an example of which 
figurative language device (paragraph 1)? 

a. repetition 
b. understatement 

c. metaphor 
d. assonance 

 

33. Which one of the following lines best indicates the narrator’s internal conflict? 
a. “I have inherited her name, but I don't want to inherit her place by the window” (paragraph 4) 
b.  “And the story goes she never forgave him” (paragraph 4) 
c. “It was my great-grandmother's name and now it is mine” (paragraph 2) 
d. “I would've liked to have known her, a wild, horse of a woman, so wild she wouldn't marry” (paragraph 3) 

 

34. The simile “At school they say my name funny as if the syllables were made out of tin and hurt the roof of your mouth “in paragraph 
4 is used to reveal the speaker’s 

a. anxiety. 
b. joy. 

c. dislike. 
d. confidence. 

 
Part IV: Reading Comprehension and Analysis 

Directions: Read Paul Laurence Dunbar’s poem “Sympathy,” and Maya Angelou’s poem “Caged Bird.” Then, answer questions 35-44. 
 

For questions 35-37, refer to Paul Laurence Dunbar’s poem “Sympathy.” 
 

35. “Sympathy”:  In stanza one, lines 1-7, the speaker describes that a caged bird feels 
a. depressed because it cannot experience the freedom it craves. 
b. optimistic about the possibility of escaping its cage. 
c. sorrowful because it knows it will never see its mother again. 
d. pessimistic about life outside its cage. 

 

36. “Sympathy”:  In stanza two of the poem, the speaker suggests that a caged bird – 
a. understands how to escape its cage. 
b. does not know how to fly. 

c. does not understand the concept of freedom. 
d. will do all that it can to escape its “prison.” 

 

37. “Sympathy”:  In stanza three of the poem, the speaker continues to suggest that 
a. a caged bird desires the comfort of its cage. 
b. a caged bird desires freedom more than anything else. 
c. a caged bird sings because it knows it will one day see freedom.  
d. a caged bird has no sense of direction.  

    

For questions 38-40, refer to Maya Angelou’s poem “Caged Bird.” 
 

38. “Caged Bird”:  The repetition of stanza three at the end of the poem serves to 
a. emphasize the theme. 
b. confuse the reader. 

c. establish a serene mood. 
d. enhance the setting. 

 

39. “Caged Bird”:  What does the speaker suggest when she says, “But a bird that stalks / 
down his narrow cage / can seldom see through / his bars of rage” (line 8-11)? 

a. A caged bird is satisfied with his plight.  
b. A caged bird is outraged by the fact that other birds are free while he is not.  
c. A caged bird is upset by the fact that he can’t get out of his cage. 
d. A caged bird is confused by the bars of his cage. 

40. “Caged Bird”:  How does the imagery behind “the grave of dreams” and “nightmare screams” (lines 27 and 28) function in the poem? 
a. They are used as personification to suggest what a caged bird looks like.  
b. They are used as a metaphor illustrating a caged bird’s feelings.  
c. They are a literal representation of a caged bird’s feelings towards death. 
d. They are a way of explaining the need for a bird cage. 



For questions 41-44, refer to both poems, “Sympathy” & “Caged Bird,” in order to select the best answer to each question or item. 
 

41. Compare and contrast Dunbar’s and Angelou’s poems. The most obvious difference in word choice is that 
a. Dunbar’s poem uses sincere language whereas Angelou’s poem uses language that is comparatively more offensive.  
b. Dunbar’s poem uses disturbing language whereas Angelou’s poem uses language that, in comparison, is more restrained. 
c. Dunbar’s poem uses hopeful language whereas Angelou’s poem uses language that is comparatively more pessimistic. 
d. Dunbar’s poem uses flowery language whereas Angelou’s poem uses passionate language. 

 
42. Which one of the following comparisons provides the most accurate description of the tone of each poem?  

a. “Sympathy” is optimistic; “Caged Bird” is pessimistic. 
b. “Sympathy” is alarming; “Caged Bird” is restrained. 
c. “Sympathy” is bitter; “Caged Bird” is adoring. 
d. “Sympathy” is hopeful; “Caged Bird” is mocking. 

 
43. Considering both poems, it can be concluded that the poets both believe that 

a. all people have the power and the resources to gain their own freedom. 
b. all people lack freedom and are oppressed.  
c. one who is given freedom lacks the will power to help others. 
d. one who is denied freedom will desire it most of all.  

 
44. Review both poems and decide which one of the following characteristics is similarly used in both poems. 

a. first person point of view 
b. structure 

c. theme 
d. rhyme scheme 

 

Part V: Grammar 

Directions: Nancy has written her report for her culinary arts class. As a part of a peer conference, you are asked to read the introduction to her 

report and think about what suggestions you would make. When you finish reading the report, answer the multiple choice questions that follow.  

1Many favorite holiday recipes have interesting histories. Many historians have 2written fascinating stories recounting the creation of 

cookies. I found both 3cookbooks or the internet to be great sources for my research. Often, the 4companies that now make these sweets will include 

their recipes and stories 5from their websites. Also, recipe creators enjoy hearing from bakers 6through not only blogs and of Instagram and Twitter.  

 

45. What is the BEST change to make in the sentence, “I found both cookbooks or the internet to be great sources for my research.”? (Line 3) 

a. I found both cookbooks and the internet to be great sources for my research. 

b. I found not only cookbooks or the internet to be great sources for my research.  

c. I found both cookbooks or the internet to be great sources with my research.  

 

46. What is the BEST change to make in the sentence, “Often, the companies that now make these sweets will include their recipes and stories from 

their websites.”? (Lines 3-5)  

a. However, the companies that now make these sweets will include their recipes and stories from their websites. 

b. Often, the companies that now make these sweets will include their recipes and stories with their websites. 

c. Often, the companies that now make these sweets will include their recipes and stories on their websites. 

 

47. What is the BEST change to make in the sentence, “Also, recipe creators enjoy hearing from bakers through not only blogs and of Instagram and 

Twitter.”? (Line 6) 

a. Also, recipe creators enjoy hearing to bakers through not only blogs and of Instagram and Twitter. 

b. Also, recipe creators enjoy hearing from bakers through not only blogs and but also Instagram and Twitter. 

c. However, recipe creators enjoy hearing from bakers through not only blogs and of Instagram and Twitter. 

 

 

Pronouns: Read each passage and choose the word that belongs in each space.  

The students in Mr. Lee’s class were very interested when they heard about their recipe project. As he discussed the assignment in class with his 

students, he could see that learning to cook fascinated them. “_______48_______ makes people want to spend hours in their kitchens?” he asked, 

“wouldn’t they fear getting tired or bored?” The students decided some people might find being a chef appealing. Some of them mentioned people 

would need quiet, reserved personalities; ______49_______ insisted that passion for food was the main ingredient necessary.  

 

48. 

a. which  b. whose   c. that  d. what 

 
 

49.  

a. any   b. others   c. both  d. neither 

 


