


From “Oranges”: “I fingered a nickel in my pocket” → tactile imagery
What is commonly associated with the image? Fidgeting = nervousness, uncertainty

From “Ladies Home Journal”: “the cozy / glossy, bygone life … posing as whipped cream” → diction
Which words stand out as having a strong connotation? What is commonly associated with 

these words? “glossy” and “posing” = negative connotation, fake, pretend, creating an unrealistic 
appearance, magazine pics 

From “The Most Dangerous Game”: “I am still a beast at bay” → metaphor
What is being compared? Why is it compared? What is the common trait? Rainsford is being 

compared to a wild animal who is cornered and fighting for survival, associated with behaving in a 
primal, uncivilized manner

What needs to be included in my ANALYSIS? 

Right after the cited quote (should be an example of the device you mention in your thesis), 

you should have 2-3 sentences before you transition to your next piece of evidence.

Make your argument; connect the quote to your thesis by explaining: 

1) the EFFECTS/connotations/associations of the DEVICE example

2) HOW the device example’s effects/connotations/associations reveal TONE

toward specific subject (as mentioned in your thesis)

3) HOW the tone reveals the general THEME (as mentioned in your thesis)

Side Note: Use formal language and avoid “this quote shows”-type statements.



1) the EFFECTS/connotations/ 
associations of the specific 
DEVICE example

2) HOW the device example’s 
effects/connotations/ 
associations reveal TONE

3) HOW the tone reveals the 
general THEME 

LOOK AT YOUR 
SPEECH #2 TONE 

ANALYSIS PARAGRAPH. 

CIRCLE OR HIGHLIGHT 
AND LABEL EACH OF THE 

NUMBERS ABOVE IN 
YOUR PARAGRAPH. 

(AFTER BOTH QUOTES) 

MISSING SOMETHING? 
WHAT? WRITE IT DOWN 

AS A REMINDER TO 
IMPROVE FOR OUR NEXT 

PRACTICE! (FRI.)

Prove your thesis! 

To analyze tone and theme effectively, you 

must explain all 3 items (listed below) in 

2-3 sentences after each quote.
CHECK YOUR WORK!


