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Artists created posters to capture       
the essence of Arthur Miller’s                     

“Death of a Salesman.”

Quick Writes: 
After examining each poster, respond to the 

accompanying questions under “Quick Write.” 

Keep writing until I switch the slides!  

Also, you may want to add ideas to your “The 
Play” section of your notes since the posters are 

intended to shed light on Miller’s message.



The Playwright

Genius
• Won the Pulitzer Prize before he 

was 35 years old.
• Won seven Tony Awards, two 

Drama Critics Circle Awards, an 
Obie, an Olivier, the John F. 
Kennedy Lifetime Achievement 
Award, and the Dorothy and Lillian 
Gish prize. He holds honorary 
doctorate degrees from Oxford 
University and Harvard University.

Arthur Miller 
(1915-2005)



The Play

Arthur Miller puts in question 
"death and betrayal and 

injustice and how we are to 
account for this 

little life of ours.”

Rachel Galvin “Arthur Miller: Biography” http://www.neh.gov/whoweare/miller/biography.html



Quick Write 1:

Reflect on the 
colors and lines 

used by the artist.

Why red?
Why red on the 

stairs?
Why a briefcase?
Why are the stairs 

inside the 
briefcase?
What is he 

feeling?
How do you 

know?



Charming

Married 
three times.
Second wife 

was sex symbol 
Marilyn Monroe.

The Playwright



Devoted

He was married to 
his third wife, a 
photographer,  

from 1962 until 
she died in 2002

The Playwright



Quick Write 2: 

Reflect on the passageways.
Have doors fallen off the 
hinges or are those rugs?

Does it make a difference? 
Explain.

What does the red M mean?
The last door seems to open 

to a staircase, why?
What is the mood? How is it 

established?



American
His play “The Crucible” openly 

criticized the injustice of the 
McCarthy Hearings. The 
hearings forced well-known 
Americans to face 
accusations of disloyalty 
unless they gave names of 
alleged Communism 
sympathizers.  

The Playwright & The Play



Quick Write 3:

Reflect on the 
art’s simplicity. 

Who is this 
man?

Why is he 
hiding his face?

Shame?
Despair?

What is he 
sitting upon?
Who is Willy 

Loman? 



Man with a message

His plays ask his 
audiences to 
consider the 

attainability of the 
American dream 

and what it means 
to be a hero. 

The Playwright & The Play



“Death of a Salesman” 

Quick Write 4: 

What is the effect of 
the lighting? 
Shadows? Tone? 
Personality of the 
man? How can 
you tell? What do 
the details reveal? 

Can an ordinary 
man be a hero? 



THE PLAY: Critics debate whether Willy Loman is truly a tragic hero.
Can his son Biff Loman be classified as a hero? 

Let’s join the conversation!

Characteristics of a tragic hero:

• Usually male (blame the Greek tragedians)

• Usually of noble birth (like Oedipus)

• Doomed from the start

• Usually a king, a leader of men

• His fate affects the welfare of a 
whole nation or number of people.       
Peasants do not inspire pity and fear.                                                 
Great men do.

• His sudden fall from greatness to 
nothing provides a sharp contrast.



MORE 

TRAGIC HERO:

• Bears no responsibility 
for possessing his flaw

• Yet is responsible for 
his actions

• Discovers fate by his 
own actions not by 
what happens to him



Tragic Hero Flaw –
every tragic hero has one

• Flaw often brings 
about a reversal of 
fortune

• Usually leads to his 
downfall (often fatal)

• Downfall usually due 
to excessive pride

• Miller’s definition: a 
tragic hero is moved 
by “the compulsion to 
evaluate himself 
justly.” 



Quick Write 5

• Is Antigone a 
tragic hero? 

Why or why not?   

Be specific!



Miller said, “From Orestes to 
Hamlet, Medea to Macbeth, 
the underlying struggle is that 
of the individual attempting to 
gain his 'rightful' position in his 
society.”

Miller considers the common man 
"as apt a subject for tragedy in 
its highest sense as kings were. 
… It is time that we, who are 
without kings, took up this 
bright thread of our history and 
followed it to the only place it 
can possibly lead in our time -
the heart and spirit of the 
average man.”

http://www.neh.gov/whoweare/miller/biography.html

The Play



"I think the tragic feeling is 
evoked in us when we 
are in the presence of a 
character who is ready to 
lay down his life, if need 
be, to secure one thing -
his sense of personal 
dignity" (Miller).

http://www.neh.gov/whoweare/miller/biography.html

The Play



PURPOSE

• As we read “Death of a Salesman” by Arthur 
Miller, reflect on which character has the 
qualities of a “Tragic Hero”. The character may 
change (Willy or Biff?) as we read and your 
perception alters. 

• Identify the play’s tragic hero. Explain “how” 
and “when” this character can be considered a 
“tragic hero.” Determine why Miller created this 
character. What is Miller’s universal idea about 
mankind?  How does this character advance his 
overall message/theme? 

The Play



What Miller said about 
the play’s chronology:

• “It is a kind of frontal attack on the conditions of 
this man's life, without any piddling around with 
techniques. …  (The story) is told like a dream. In a 
dream, we are simply confronted with various 
loaded symbols, and where one is exhausted, it 
gives way to another. In Salesman, there is the use 
of a past in the present. It has been mistakenly 
called flashbacks, but there are no flashbacks in 
that play. It is a concurrence of a past with the 
present, and that's a bit different”(Miller).

March 2001 Humanities magazine William Ferris interview

The Play



“To my mind the essential difference, and the 
precise difference, between tragedy and pathos 
is that tragedy brings us not only sadness, 
sympathy, identification and even fear; it also, 
unlike pathos, brings us knowledge or 
enlightenment” (Miller).

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2012/03/01/theater/201203-death-of-a-salesman-
interactive.html

The Play



Quick Write 6:

Miller said, “there is 
the use of a past in 
the present. … It is a 
concurrence of a past 
with the present.”

What do you think 
that means? Do you 
agree/disagree? Why?



Which part do you want to play?


