
E1H Outcome A, Benchmark 3: Narrative Delivery 

Task: Turn your typed narrative into an engaging podcast. 

 

*To get started, consider: What are the qualities of effective, engaging speaking?  

In class, we listened to StoryCorps, “High School Training Ground,” and “Reaching out 

between the Bars.” In life, you listen to teachers, coaches, actors, newscasters, and more. 

What makes you want to keep listening? What makes you lose interest?  

Strong Delivery Traits:  
➢ Clear, well-enunciated words 
➢ Natural speaking voice (that does not sound forced, monotone, unrealistic, robotic, etc.) 

➢ Well-rehearsed so it flows well and does not involve fillers (like, um, er, etc.) or stumbles 

➢ Varied pace and appropriate volume 

➢ Emotive (has emotion behind it) and expressive  

➢ Actively engages the listener  

 

*Read your narrative several times and mark it up according to the following:   

1) Remove all highlighting from your draft that may have been left over from peers or self-editing. 

2) Type your word count after your name in heading (upper left); bold and highlight it blue. 

3) Read #1 – Annotate for pacing. Consider: Faster may convey a sense of urgency or confusion, 

while slower may reveal seriousness, disappointment, or struggle.  

 

 

   Make the font Red = pause for emphasis 
 

   Highlight Yellow = slow down 
 

   Highlight Green = speed up 
 

4) Read #2 – Annotate for volume. Consider: Louder may convey anger, excitement, or importance, 

while quieter may reveal sadness or uncertainty.  

  “Insert” “Shapes” up arrow   = louder volume 

  “Insert” “Shapes” down arrow   = quieter volume 

5) Read #3 – Annotate for emotion/tone. Consider: When does your attitude shift? You should evoke 

at least 3 different emotions. Are you sarcastic? Excited? Nervous? Frustrated? Encouraging? 

  List, bold and CAPITALIZE the emotion/tone on its own line before the section starts.  

6) Read #4 – Annotate for “extras.” Consider: Should you add water splashing, laughter, crying, 

appropriate music, a door slamming, etc.? What else will help you record? 

  * star * and bold words you want to emphasize 

  {Use squiggly brackets} to {insert background noises} (optional) 

If you’re stumbling on a word, then underline it and spell it out phonetically.        

For example; if you say “pacific” instead of “specific,” type out spuh-sif-ick 

 

 

Your script (the final draft of your narrative that has been thoroughly marked up accordingly and 
will be read for podcast recording) must be submitted to turnitin.com by 11:59 PM Sun., 10/21. 
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*Practice, practice, practice, and then practice some more! Read your narrative aloud several times 

before recording. Revise if necessary; storytelling is a process. While practice ensures a smooth 

delivery, be cautious of losing emotion and sounding too rehearsed or monotone. Yes, start now! 

Don’t worry; we’ll all be reading/talking at the same time, so no one will be listening to you 😊  
 

*Once you have thoroughly annotated your narrative script and practiced reading it aloud several 

times, it’s time to record your podcast.  

I suggest using a smart phone to record your podcast. Use Google and/or friends to help you 

with Android. You could also use the video feature of your phone and just have it facing 

down (you’re beautiful, but no visual needed for this assignment). Have another way to 

record and send? Go for it! 

Here are screenshots for iPhone:  
 

Find “Voice Memos” Press red button to 

start/stop recording 
 

Press Share… Press Mail and follow 

directions to send 

    
 

Press 3 blue dots … to share  
 

*After recording, check your work! This is an outcome assessment, so you want to be sure to 

submit a high-quality product that reflects your efforts and abilities. Listen to your podcast and 

evaluate your delivery by answering the following questions on a separate sheet of paper: 

1. Is the reading clear, natural, and obviously well-rehearsed? Is the speaker’s voice well-enunciated? 
 

2. Does the speaker’s voice engage the listener? Is the speaker’s voice emotive and expressive? Is the 

speaker animated? Does the speaker use appropriate inflection? Are there accompanying sounds?  
 

3. Does the speaker use an appropriate and varied tone? Is the reading stiff or overly formal?  Does the 
narrator’s tone match the emotional tone of the narrative?  Is the speaker’s volume too loud or too 

quiet? Does the speaker stress the right words to emphasize meaning?  
 

4. Does the speaker use appropriate and varied pacing? Do they narrate too slowly or too quickly? Are 

pauses placed appropriately?  
 

*Consult your responses to the questions above, as well as the rubric on the back of your prompt to 

determine: Do you need to record again?  
 

 

Once you’re 100% confident in your podcast, then email the audio to swhalum@psd202.org by 
11:59 PM Sun., 10/21. Please put your name in the subject of the email and let me know if I 

can play your podcast for the class in the body/message of your email; sharing is fun! 
 



 


