
E1H Outcome A, Benchmark 3: Narrative for Radio Assignment  
This assignment is based on an article written by Sarah Levine and Johanna Franzel. 

Task: You will be writing and recording a personal narrative in a Radio/podcast style. The story you choose to 

write and tell should be a memory that taught you a lesson, but also one that might enhance your listeners’ 

understanding of human nature or ways of the world. You need to include a variety of literary and figurative 

language elements, as well as use effective speaking skills. 

Radio Requires Strong, Specific Writing 

Fundamental rules of writing for radio, taken from the manifestos of professional radio producers: 

 Your story must be good enough to put “on the air.” 

 Your story must be worth telling.  

 Radio audiences have no pictures to view.  Therefore, speaker must create specific, concrete images to 

paint a picture. 

 Speaker must use strong verbs to communicate action. 

 Speaker must use a clear structure for audiences to follow. 

 Speaker must create an authentic writing voice of his or her own. (Consider how hearing your story 

will enhance people’s understanding of human nature or the ways of the world.) 

 Speaker must not waste words. 

 Speaker must use strong verbs. 

 Speaker must not use clichés in the story. 

 Speaker must focus on writing for the ear, using natural language while making clear transitions so 

the audience can follow the movement. 

Writing for Radio Encourages Persistence 

Good radio writing requires constant attention to choices in language and structure. Remember, your story 

has a life beyond the page. Active participation in the drafting/editing/revision process is essential.  

Narrative Requirements 

Your story should:  

 Be 350-500 words in length. 

 Be written in first person, logically organized, follow MLA format and use proper grammar.  

 Include vivid word choice, imagery, figurative language, indirect characterization, & dialogue. 

 Be a meaningful/emotional/significant moment & appropriate to share with your teacher. 

 Include a major conflict and reveal a theme.  

Process, Submission Directions, & Due Dates: 

*** YOU SHOULD COMPLETE ALL STEPS BY THE DATES LISTED BELOW! *** 

1) Submit the rough draft to turnitin.com by the end of the class period on Wed., 10/17. 
 

2) Complete 2 rounds of peer editing (use provided handout) by the end of the class period on Thu., 10/18.  
 

❖ Make necessary revisions based on peer feedback & your own thoughts.  

o Be sure to remove all peer highlighting before submitting. 

❖ Use the rubric (see back of this sheet) & old podcast critique sheets to help you self-edit.  

❖ Read it aloud slowly from start to finish to catch more errors.  

❖ Feel free to sign up for peer tutoring in the media center if you’d like more help.  
 

3) Have your final draft electronically accessible & ready to be marked up by the start of class on Fri., 10/19.  
 

❖ You will need to record over the weekend!  
 

4) Submit the final draft of your narrative to turnitin.com by 11:59 PM on Sun., 10/21. 
 

5) Email your recorded “podcast” to me at swhalum@psd202.org by 11:59 PM on Sun., 10/21. 
 

❖ Please let me know in your email if I can play your podcast in class on Monday. 😊 
 

6) Hand in your rubric to me at the start of class on Mon., 10/22.  
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