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Characterization

Review your S.T.E.A.L. and speed “meeting” notes 

for the following characters: 

Moishe the Beadle

Elie

Elie’s father

Elie’s mother

The Jews of Sighet

The Germans

Madame Schachter

Minor character who 

we’ll see again = Stern



Setting 

Where and when are we at the start of Ch. 1? 

The settings shifts several times. 

Where and when are we throughout the first two chapters?  

How do the setting compare/contrast? Describe them.

Find textual evidence.



Setting 

 Where and when are we at the start of Ch. 1? 

 Sighet, Transylvania – 1942 – Elie is 13

 The setting shifts several times. Where and when are we throughout the first two chapters?

 Spring 1944 (Wiesel 8) – German occupation → What do we know about WWII in 1944?

 Passover, ghetto, Serpent St. (Wiesel 10-11) → What does Wiesel say about pretending? 

 “A summer sun” (Wiesel 17).

 “The small ghetto” (Wiesel 20).

 Deportation “Saturday, the day of rest, was chosen for our expulsion” (Wiesel 21).

 Cattle car → Describe the conditions: inhuman, hot, crowded, no air/food/water/space

 End Ch. 2: “We had arrived—at Birkenau, reception center for Auschwitz” (Wiesel 28). Elie is 15



Irony – an unexpected contradiction 

or opposition (3 types: verbal, dramatic, situational)

Wiesel intentionally begins with the description of 

Moishe, and his miraculous return from death.

Reread pages 6-7. 

What is ironic about Elie’s response to Moishe? 



“‘Why do you want people to believe you so 

much? In your place I would not care whether 

they believed me or not …’” (Wiesel 7). 



The Arrival of the Germans 

How do the Jews of Sighet 
initially respond to the Germans 
arriving? 

Find textual evidence.

When does this first impression 
change? 

What is Wiesel emphasizing 
about human nature? 



First Impressions – pages 9-10 

“Our first impressions of the Germans were most 

reassuring”

“Their attitude…was… polite”

“charming—calm, likeable, polite, and sympathetic” 

“Where is their famous cruelty?” 



Oppression –
“The race toward death” (Wiesel 10).

In what ways are the Jews oppressed? 

Find textual evidence.



Oppression

Community leaders arrested

Can’t own valuables

Must wear yellow star

No restaurant

No travel

Curfew

Can’t attend synagogue

Confined to ghetto

After the Hungarian police 

call the Jews swine while

deporting them, Wiesel 
remarks, “I began to hate 

them, and my hatred 

remains our only link today. 

They were our first 

oppressors. They were the 

first faces of hell and 
death” (Wiesel 19). 



Students often wonder…

Why don’t they leave? 

In addition to oppression and denial, 

Elie’s father explains his choice to stay. 

Find textual evidence.



Why don’t they leave? 

“I’m too old, my son… too old to start 

a new life… to start from scratch” 

(Wiesel 9). 

Where would they go? 



“Little by little life returned to 

‘normal’” (Wiesel 11).

How do the Jews respond to life in the ghettos? 

Find textual evidence.

What does this say 

about persecution? 

What does this say 

about humanity’s 

resilience? 



Life in the Ghetto – Adaption – pages 11-12

“The barbed wire which fenced us in did not cause us any real fear. We even 

thought ourselves rather well off” 

“Everyone marveled at it.”

“We were living among…brothers”

“The atmosphere was peaceful and reassuring”

“The general opinion was that we were going to remain in the ghetto until the 

end of the war… Then everything would be as before”



Memory

“We had already forgotten all about them” (Wiesel 20).

Reread this moment. 

Why is this so significant to Wiesel?

What does this reveal about humanity?

How does this connect to Wiesel’s purpose for writing Night? 



Denial

The Jews of Sighet are in denial regarding their 
circumstances. 

Find textual evidence of their denial.

What message does this convey about humanity? 

Why are they in denial?



Denial – HOPE?

 Reread page 8 – too far away, Allies are winning the war, impossible

 “The yellow star? So what? It’s not lethal…” (Wiesel 11).

 “The ghetto was ruled by neither German nor Jew; it was ruled by delusion” (Wiesel 12).

 “The shadows around me roused themselves as if from a deep sleep and left silently in every 
direction” (Wiesel 14). 

 “Half asleep, he was staring at me, his eyes filled with terror, as though he expected me to 
burst out laughing and tell him to go back to bed. To sleep. To dream. That nothing had 
happened. It was all in jest” (Wiesel 15). 

 “To the last moment, people clung to hope” (Wiesel 15). 

 “people… thought there could be no greater torment” (Wiesel 16).

 “easier [to steal our valuables] when the owners are on vacation” (Wiesel 21)

Why does Wiesel emphasize their denial so much? Why is it so critical that the audience 
understands this? What message is conveyed?



Allusion – a reference within a work to something 

famous outside of it, such as a well-known person, 

historical event, place, or work of literature

In mythology, Cassandra was the 

daughter of King Priam of Troy 
(of Trojan War fame) 

She is famous for having 

prophecies, but no one would 

believe her

In section one, which character 

reminds you of Cassandra? 



Foreshadowing

This book was written and is 
read knowing it is about the 
Holocaust 

A huge component (as you 
have read) is that the Jews 
didn’t think it could happen 

Find several examples of 
foreshadowing.



Foreshadowing

 Moishe the Beadle’s story (warning) – “So that you might ready yourselves while there 
was still time” (Wiesel 7). 

 A family friend reports, “The situation is getting very serious” (Wiesel 9).

 Elie remarks, “Poor Father! Of what then did you die?” (Wiesel 11). 

 Elie’s mother states, “I have a bad feeling” (Wiesel 13).

 The knock at the door (Wiesel 14)

 “the tombstones… an open tomb” (Wiesel 16-17).

 “The journey had just begun” (Wiesel 19).

 Madame Schachter’s prophecy (fire – crematorium – ashes – “burning flesh”) – Ch. 2

And more!



Symbolism

What do we associate with night? 

When does Wiesel mention night? Why? What does it symbolize?

Find textual evidence.



Symbolism

 What do we associate with night? 

 Darkness, dreams, sleeping, blindness, evil, not dawn, loss, death, silence

 When does Wiesel mention night? Why? What does it symbolize?

 The title

 “Night fell” (Wiesel 12).

 “that night” (Wiesel 14). 

 Night had fallen” (Wiesel 18).          What was happening in these moments? 

 “Night… the night before” (Wiesel 21).

 “through the night… the night seemed endless… nights’ terror” (Wiesel 26-27).

 “darkness of night… midnight” (Wiesel 28).

Be on the look out for more “night” symbolism in Ch.3!



“Night. No one was praying for the night to pass quickly. The stars 

were but sparks of the immense conflagration that was consuming 

us. Were this conflagration to be extinguished one day, nothing 

would be left in the sky but extinct stars and unseeing eyes” (21).

How is the above 

quotation a metaphor 

for the Holocaust? 



Simile

Wiesel uses several similes throughout. 

Find an example of a simile.

What is being compared? Why? 



Similes

 “tears, like drops of wax, flowed from [Moishe’s] eyes” (Wiesel 7).

 “weariness had settled into our veins, our limbs, our brains,  like molten lead” (Wiesel 16). 

 “[The Rabbi’s presence among the deportees] was like a page torn from a book… dealing 

with… captivity” (Wiesel 17). 

 “They passed me by, like beaten dogs” (Wiesel 17). 

 “Monday went by like a small summer cloud, like a dream in the first hours of dawn” (Wiesel 

18).

 “If anyone goes missing, you will all be shot, like dogs” (Wiesel 24).  Humanity? Control?

 “[Madame Schachter] looked like a withered tree in a field of wheat” (Wiesel 25). 

 And more! 



Humanity and Inhumanity

Find at least one example of positive 

humanity (people helping each other) and 

one example of inhumanity (cruelty).

What does this reveal?



Humanity

 Hungarian officer tried to warn Wiesel family 

(door knock)

 What does this reveal about empathy?

 Jews helping each other in the ghettos

 What does this reveal about community? Unity?

 Encouragement - “We cannot give up” 
(Wiesel 20).

 What does this reveal about perseverance?

 “We refused to be separated” (Wiesel 20).

 What does this reveal about family? 

Inhumanity
 Mistreatment of Jews (degradation, 

animal-like, etc.) SEVERAL EXAMPLES

 What does this suggest about

prejudice? Oppression? Violence? 

Cruelty?

 Mistreatment of Madame Schachter

 What does this suggest about survival?


