
More Narrative 

Techniques
Direct characterization, indirect characterization,

foreshadowing, setting, & imagery



CHARACTERIZATION

Characterization is the way in which an 

author shows the personality of a 

character, making that person, animal, 

or object “come to life”

Try a t-chart in 

your notes!



DIRECT V. INDIRECT

CHARACTERIZATION

DIRECT CHARACTERIZATION

 A writer tells you directly about 
a character… 

 For example: 

“Freddy was very competitive.”

If you’re asked to describe the 
character, you can answer by copying 
the author’s words.

INDIRECT CHARACTERIZATION

 A writer tells you indirectly
about a character… 

 For example: 

“Two days before the game, 
Freddy gathered his teammates 
and laid out his plan. Then he 
looked at them and said,‘We are 
going to win this one. No 
excuses.’”

If you’re asked to describe the 
character, you must think about the 
information provided by the author 
and then respond in your words.



DIRECT V. INDIRECT CHARACTERIZATION

 Direct Characterization tells

the reader the personality of 

the character.

 Direct Characterization is 

obvious to the reader and 

“spells” it right out.

 “The patient boy and the quiet

girl were both well behaved 

and did not disobey their 

mother.”

 Indirect Characterization

shows things that reveal 

the personality of the 

character.

 Speech

 Thoughts/feelings

 Effect on Others

 Actions

 Looks



INDIRECT CHARACTERIZATION

 What does the character say?  How does the character 
speak? (dialogue)

 What is revealed through the character’s private thoughts
and feelings? (emotions)

 What is the character’s effect on others?  How do other 
characters feel or behave in reaction to the character? 
(relationships)

 What does the character do? How does the character act?  
How does he/she behave? (roles)

 What does the character look like?  Dress like? (appearance)

S.T.E.A.L.



FORESHADOWING

 A writer gives an advance hint or clue of what is 
to come later in the story

Often appears at the beginning of a story or a 
chapter

 Helps the reader develop expectations and make 
predictions about the coming events in a story



FORESHADOWING – Water for Elephants

“That moment, the music screeched to a halt. There was an ungodly collision of brass, reed, and 
percussion—trombones and piccolos skidded into cacophony, a tuba farted, and the hollow clang of a 
cymbal wavered out of the big top, over our heads and into oblivion.

Grady froze, crouched over his burger with his pinkies extended and lips spread wide.

I looked from side to side. No one moved a muscle—all eyes were directed at the big top. A few 
wisps of hay swirled lazily across the hard dirt. 

‘What is it? What’s going on?’ I said.

‘Shh,’ Grady hissed.

The band started up again, playing ‘Stars and Stripes Forever.’

‘Oh no, oh no!” Grady tossed his food on the table and leapt up, knocking over the bench. 

‘What? What is it?’ I yelled, because he was already running away from me. 

‘The Disaster March!” he screamed over his shoulder. 

I jerked around to the fry cook, who was ripping off his apron. ‘What the heck’s he talking about?’

‘The Disaster March,’ he said wrestling the apron over his head. ‘Mean’s something’s gone 
bad—real bad.’”



FORESHADOWING – Water for Elephants

The excerpt from the previous slide comes from 

the Prologue (beginning) of Water for 

Elephants.

 ‘The Disaster March,’ he said wrestling the 

apron over his head. ‘Mean’s something’s 

gone bad—real bad.’”

 Based on this excerpt, what can the reader 

expect to see later in the story?



SETTING
 The setting describes where

and when the story takes 

place.

 It helps build background  and 

create images in the mind.

 It helps set the tone or mood 

of the story.

Details can describe:

✓Time of day

✓Time of year

✓Time in History

✓Scenery

✓Weather

✓Location



Setting often includes IMAGERY

 Setting helps the reader visualize the story.

 Authors often include sensory language to 

describe the setting:

Olfactory (smell)

Gustatory (taste)

Visual (sight)

Tactile (touch)

Auditory (sound)



Which description is more vivid?

“The castle was beside the water.”

OR

“The waves crashed loudly against the 
shoreline.  The fog lifted lightly and the 
medieval castle came into view.  It was a 
beautiful sight!  The fog brushed my face 
as I smelled the smoke from the fire in the 
distance and tasted the sea salt on my lips.”



Your Turn!

On the next slide, there is a picture of a setting. 

 In your own words, write a detailed description 

of the setting in your picture.  Include many 

strong adjectives and remember to use sensory 

imagery (see, hear, feel, smell, taste) 

Be ready to share! ☺




