
Name: __________________________________________________________Pd. ___________ Date: ______________________ 

English II –Semester 2 Final Exam Study Guide - KEY 

Part I. Reading Comprehension and Analysis 

Directions: Read the short Story “The Red Candle” by Amy Tan. Select the best answer to each question or statement. 

Lindo Jong: The Red Candle  

1I once sacrificed my life to keep my parents' promise. This means nothing to you, because to you promises mean nothing. A daughter 

can promise to come to dinner, but if she has a headache, if she has a traffic jam, if she wants to watch a favorite movie on TV, she 

no longer has a promise. 

 
2I watched this same movie when you did not come. The American soldier promises to come back and marry the girl. She is crying 

with a genuine feeling and he says, "Promise! Promise! Honey-sweetheart, my promise is as good as gold." Then he pushes her onto 

the bed. But he doesn't come back. His gold is like yours, it is only fourteen carats. 
 

3To Chinese people, fourteen carats isn't real gold. Feel my bracelets. They must be twenty-four carats, pure inside and out. 
 

4It's too late to change you, but I'm telling you this because I worry about your baby. I worry that someday she will say, "Thank you, 

Grandmother, for the gold bracelet. I'll never forget you." But later, she will forget her promise. She will forget she had a grandmother. 
 

5In this same war movie, the American soldier goes home and he falls to his knees asking another girl to marry him. And the girl's 

eyes run back and forth, so shy, as if she had never considered this before. And suddenly!-her eyes look straight down and she knows 

now she loves him, so much she wants to cry. "Yes," she says at last, and they marry forever. 
 

6This was not my case. Instead, the village matchmaker came to my family when I was just two years old. No, nobody told me this, I 

remember it all. It was summertime, very hot and dusty outside, and I could hear cicadas crying in the yard. We were under some 

trees in our orchard. The servants and my brothers were picking pears high above me. And I was sitting in my mother's hot sticky 

arms. I was waving my hand this way and that, because in front of me floated a small bird with horns and colorful paper-thin wings. 

And then the paper bird flew away and in front of me were two ladies. I remember them because one lady made watery "shrrhh, 

shrrhh" sounds. When I was older, I came to recognize this as a Peking accent, which sounds quite strange to Taiyuan people's ears. 
 

7The two ladies were looking at my face without talking. The lady with the watery voice had a painted face that was melting. The 

other lady had the dry face of an old tree trunk. She looked first at me, then at the painted lady. 
 

8Of course, now I know the tree-trunk lady was the old village matchmaker, and the other was Huang Taitai, the mother of the boy I 

would be forced to marry. No, it's not true what some Chinese say about girl babies being worthless. It depends on what kind of girl 

baby you are. In my case, people could see my value. I looked and smelled like a precious buncake, sweet with a good clean color. 
 

9The matchmaker bragged about me: "An earth horse for an earth sheep. This is the best marriage combination." She patted my arm 

and I pushed her hand away. Huang Taitai whispered in her shrrhh-shrrhh voice that perhaps I had an unusually bad pichi, a bad 

temper. But the matchmaker laughed and said, "Not so, not so. She is a strong horse. She will grow up to be a hard worker who serves 

you well in your old age." 
 

10And this is when Huang Taitai looked down at me with a cloudy face as though she could penetrate my thoughts and see my future 

intentions. I will never forget her look. Her eyes opened wide, she searched my face carefully and then she smiled. I could see a large 

gold tooth staring at me like the blinding sun and then the rest of her teeth opened wide as if she were going to swallow me down in 

one piece. 
 

11This is how I became betrothed to Huang Taitai's son, who I later discovered was just a baby, one year younger than I. His name 

was Tyan-yu-tyan for "sky," because he was so important, and yu, meaning "leftovers," because when he was born his father was very 

sick and his family thought he might die. Tyan-yu would be the leftover of his father's spirit. But his father lived and his grandmother 

was scared the ghosts would turn their attention to this baby boy and take him instead. So they watched him carefully, made all his 

decisions, and he became very spoiled. 
 

12But even if I had known I was getting such a bad husband, I had no choice, now or later. That was how backward families in the 

country were. We were always the last to give up stupid old-fashioned customs. In other cities already, a man could choose his own 

wife, with his parents' permission of course. But we were cut off from this type of new thought. You never heard if ideas were better 

in another city, only if they were worse. We were told stories of sons who were so influenced by bad wives that they threw their old, 

crying parents out into the street. So, Taiyuanese mothers continued to choose their daughters-in-law, ones who would raise proper 

sons, care for the old people, and faithfully sweep the family burial grounds long after the old ladies had gone to their graves. 



13Because I was promised to the Huangs' son for marriage, my own family began treating me as if I belonged to somebody else. My 

mother would say to me when the rice bowl went up to my face too many times, "Look how much Huang Taitai's daughter can eat." 

 
14My mother did not treat me this way because she didn't love me. She would say this biting back her tongue, so she wouldn't wish 

for something that was no longer hers. 

 
15I was actually a very obedient child, but sometimes I had a sour look on my face-only because I was hot or tired or very ill. This is 

when my mother would say, "Such an ugly face. The Huangs won't want you and our whole family will be disgraced." And I would 

cry more to make my face uglier. 

 
16"It's no use," my mother would say. "We have made a contract. It cannot be broken." And I would cry even harder. 

 
17I didn't see my future husband until I was eight or nine. The world that I knew was our family compound in the village outside of 

Taiyuan. My family lived in a modest two-story house with a smaller house in the same compound, which was really just two side-

by-side rooms for our cook, an everyday servant, and their families. Our house sat on a little hill. We called this hill Three Steps to 

Heaven, but it was really just centuries of hardened layers of mud washed up by the Fen River. On the east wall of our compound was 

the river, which my father said liked to swallow little children. He said it had once swallowed the whole town of Taiyuan. The river 

ran brown in the summer. In the winter, the river was blue-green in the narrow fast-moving spots. In the wider places, it was frozen 

still, white with cold. 

 
18Oh, I can remember the new year when my family went to the river and caught many fish-giant slippery creatures plucked while 

they were still sleeping in their frozen riverbeds-so fresh that even after they were gutted they would dance on their tails when thrown 

into the hot pan. 

 
19That was also the year I first saw my husband as a little boy. When the firecrackers went off, he cried loud-wah!-with a big open 

mouth even though he was not a baby. 

 
20Later I would see him at red-egg ceremonies when one-month-old boy babies were given their real names. He would sit on his 

grandmother's old knees, almost cracking them with his weight. And he would refuse to eat everything offered to him, always turning 

his nose away as though someone were offering him a stinky pickle and not a sweet cake. 
 

21So I didn't have instant love for my future husband the way you see on television today. I thought of this boy more like a troublesome 

cousin. I learned to be polite to the Huangs and especially to Huang Taitai. My mother would push me toward Huang Taitai and say, 

"What do you say to your mother?" And I would be confused, not knowing which mother she meant. So I would turn to my real 

mother and say, "Excuse me, Ma," and then I would turn to Huang Taitai and present her with a little goodie to eat, saying, "For you, 

Mother." I remember it was once a lump of syaumei, a little dumpling I loved to eat. My mother told Huang Taitai I had made this 

dumpling especially for her, even though I had only poked its steamy sides with my finger when the cook poured it onto the serving 

plate. 
 

22My life changed completely when I was twelve, the summer the heavy rains came. The Fen River which ran through the middle of 

my family's land flooded the plains. It destroyed all the wheat my family had planted that year and made the land useless for years to 

come. Even our house on top of the little hill became unlivable. When we came down from the second story, we saw the floors and 

furniture were covered with sticky mud. The courtyards were littered with uprooted trees, broken bits of walls, and dead chickens. 

We were so poor in all this mess. 
 

23You couldn't go to an insurance company back then and say, Somebody did this damage, pay me a million dollars. In those days, 

you were unlucky if you had exhausted your own possibilities. My father said we had no choice but to move the family to Wushi, to 

the south near Shanghai, where my mother's brother owned a small flour mill. My father explained that the whole family, except for 

me, would leave immediately. I was twelve years old, old enough to separate from my family and live with the Huangs. 
 

24The roads were so muddy and filled with giant potholes that no truck was willing to come to the house. All the heavy furniture and 

bedding had to be left behind, and these were promised to the Huangs as my dowry. In this way, my family was quite practical. The 

dowry was enough, more than enough, said my father. But he could not stop my mother from giving me her chang, a necklace made 

out of a tablet of red jade. When she put it around my neck, she acted very stern, so I knew she was very sad. "Obey your family. Do 

not disgrace us," she said. "Act happy when you arrive. Really, you're very lucky." 

 

1. Which of the following is an effect of the narrative point of view? 

a. The reader receives an unbiased version of the events. 

b. The reader has a full understanding of all the characters’ thoughts and feelings. 

c. The reader understands the conflict from only one character’s perspective. 

d. The reader is unable to identify the emotions of the narrator. 

 



2. What does the monologue in paragraphs 2 and 3 reveal about the narrator? 

a. She is an arrogant person. 

b. She values honesty. 

c. She is grateful. 

d. She is worried. 

 

3. The narrator’s description of gold in paragraph 2 and 3 conveys a/an ______ tone towards the subject’s promises. 

a. Optimistic   c. neutral 

b. Pessimistic   d. indifferent 

 

4. Based on the context clues in paragraph 11, the word “betrothed” most likely means 

a. Challenged to a fight with 

b. Arranged to be married to 

c. Made a sister of 

d. Fall in love with 

 

5. When Lindo, says, “… it's not true what some Chinese say about girl babies being worthless. It depends on what kind of girl 

baby you are. In my case, people could see my value.” (Paragraph 8) the reader can infer that 

a. She will marry a man of her social rank. 

b. She will marry a rich man. 

c. She will marry a poor man. 

d. She will be an independent single woman.  

 

6. What does Lindo Jong mean when she describes “how backward families in the country were.” (Paragraph 12)? 

a. People were happy in the country. 

b. She did not like her family. 

c. Her community was slow to change from the old ways. 

d. Country living is easier than city living. 

 

7. Based on the context clues in paragraph 8, the word “matchmaker” most likely means 

a. A person that plays a lot of solitaire. 

b. A person that cleans the house. 

c. A person that examines babies. 

d. A person that finds suitable marriage partners. 

 

8. Paragraph 6 includes all of the following types of sensory imagery EXCEPT  

a. Tactile (touch)     c. Auditory (hearing) 

b.    Olfactory (smell)    d. Visual (seeing) 

 

9. The sensory imagery in paragraph 6 functions primarily to 

a. build the climax of the story.   c. present the resolution.  

b. establish the exposition.    d. set the falling action into motion. 

 

10. Tan uses the impending marriage to develop which of the following themes? 

a. Keeping promises is the most important aspect of honor.  

b. People in the country are slow to change.  

c. Family is more important than pride and honor. 

d. Spoiled children make spoiled adults. 

 

11. Tan uses syaumei, a little dumpling, in the story to symbolize what about Lindo? 

a. She is always hungry. 

b. She has to make sacrifices to keep her family’s honor. 

c. She does not appreciate small gifts. 

d. She is an excellent cook. 

 

12. How does Lindo’s real mother giving her the red jade necklace show the theme “Sacrifices need to be made for family?”  

a. She is showing Lindo that she looks better in red. 

b. She is showing she does not want the necklace anymore.  

c. She is showing how much she values the daughter she is giving away. 

d. She is showing that she thinks Lindo needs to be better for her new husband. 

e.  



13. Which of the following statements best demonstrates one of Lindo’s motivations for trying to please her new mother, Huang 

Taitai, happy? 

a. "An earth horse for an earth sheep. This is the best marriage combination" (Paragraph 9). 

b. “I could see a large gold tooth staring at me like the blinding sun and then the rest of her teeth opened wide as if 

she were going to swallow me down in one piece” (Paragraph 10). 

c. “I didn't see my future husband until I was eight or nine” (Paragraph 17). 

d. “When she put it around my neck, she acted very stern, so I knew she was very sad” (Paragraph 24). 

 

Part II. Reading Comprehension and Analysis 

Directions: Read the poem “Caged Bird” by Maya Angelou. Select the best answer to each question or statement. 

 

“Caged Bird” by Maya Angelou 

 

A free bird leaps  

on the back of the wind    

and floats downstream    

till the current ends  

and dips his wing  

in the orange sun rays  

and dares to claim the sky.  

 

But a bird that stalks  

down his narrow cage  

can seldom see through  

his bars of rage  

his wings are clipped and    

his feet are tied  

so he opens his throat to sing.  

 

The caged bird sings    

with a fearful trill    

of things unknown    

but longed for still    

and his tune is heard    

on the distant hill    

for the caged bird    

sings of freedom.  

 

The free bird thinks of another breeze  

and the trade winds soft through the sighing trees  

and the fat worms waiting on a dawn bright lawn  

and he names the sky his own  

 

But a caged bird stands on the grave of dreams    

his shadow shouts on a nightmare scream    

his wings are clipped and his feet are tied    

so he opens his throat to sing.  

 

The caged bird sings    

with a fearful trill    

of things unknown    

but longed for still    

and his tune is heard    

on the distant hill    

for the caged bird    

sings of freedom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14. What is the purpose of the imagery in lines 5-7? 

a. The purpose is to show that there is freedom with determination. 

b. The purpose is to show that individuals must be patient. 

c. The purpose is to show that color is important when conveying a message. 

d. The purpose is to show the contrast between light and a dark future. 

 

15. In stanza 5, what does the use of the phrase “stands on the grave of dreams” convey about the speaker?  

a. The speaker is full of regret.     c. The speaker is defeated. 

b. The speaker feels vengeful.     d. They took charge. 
 

16. What is the speaker’s tone toward imprisonment?  

a. The speaker’s tone is positive.    c. The speaker’s tone is neutral. 

b. The speaker’s tone is negative.    d. The speaker’s tone is indifferent. 
 

17. What is the purpose of using the words “dares,” “fearful,” “nightmare,” “sings,” “heard,” and “freedom”?  

a. The purpose is to create a contrast between the fight for freedom and being imprisoned. 

b. The purpose is to create a contrast between the emotional effect of flying and being in a cage.   

c. The purpose is to draw a parallel between being vocally and physically free. 

d. The purpose is to draw a parallel between the being trapped and angry due to not being able to walk freely.  
 

18. Going back to line four, Angelou uses the word “current.” Given the tone and purpose of the poem, the best possible 

definition of “current” is 

a. Present time      c. Passing in time 

b. Movement      d. Recent 
 

19. In “Caged Bird”, Angelou uses stanzas one and two to emphasize the contrast between ____  and ____... 

a.     (There is no change between the two stanzas)  

b.      Being held captive and being free.  

c.      Being a human and being a bird. 

d.      A simple comparison to a tone that describes consequences.  

Part III: Questions 20-23 ask about both “The Red Candle” and “Caged Bird.” 

20. Based on what you have read, all of the following are similarities between Maya Angelou and Lindo Jong EXCEPT 

a. Both authors raise awareness of being free. 

b. Both authors had to overcome adversity. 

c. Both authors feel it is your choice to live in a trapped society. 

d. Both authors examine the desire to have more liberty. 

 

21. Which of the following statements best conveys each author’s characterization of the subjects? 

a. Angelou characterizes the subject as valuing individual choice; Jong characterizes the subject as following 

tradition. 

b. Both characterize the subjects as obedient. 

c. Both characterize the subjects as free-spirited. 

d. Jong characterizes the family as loving; Angelou characterizes the subject as determined. 

 

22. Which of the following statements best conveys the subjects’ perspectives in each piece? 

a. The subject in Jong’s story admires her tradition; the subject in Angelou’s poem hates individuality. 

b. The subject in Jong’s story hates her tradition; the subject in Angelou’s poem admires individuality. 

c. Both subjects admire their freedom and independence. 

d. Both subjects hate not being able to be free. 

 

23. If you were asked to write an essay analyzing the tone in each passage, which of the following would be an appropriate 

statement to make? 

a. In their writings, both Lindo Jong and Maya Angelou effectively employ diction, imagery, and details to convey 

contrasting tones toward the subjects.   

b. In their writings, both Lindo Jong and Maya Angelou effectively use diction, imagery, and details to convey 

similar tones toward subjects. 

c. In their writings, both Lindo Jong and Maya Angelou effectively use setting, mood, and allusions to convey 

contrasting tones toward the subjects. 

d. In their writings, both Lindo Jong and Maya Angelou effectively use setting, mood, and allusions to convey similar 

tones toward the subjects. 



Part I: Evaluating and Using Research 

24. Alex is writing a research paper on the effects of fast food on the health of teenagers. One of the sources he found 

is from the following website: 

 

http://www.thehealthyhappylife.net/blog/2014/01/harmful-effects-of-fast-food.html 

 

Should Alex include research from this website in his paper? 

 

a. No, because the website does not provide facts. 

b. No, because the website is a personal blog. 

c. Yes, because the website is government backed, credible website. 

d. Yes, because this website provides a fact sheet. 

 

25. Molly is writing a research paper on the effects of fast food on the health of teenagers. She has found the 

following information from a credible source. Should she use it? 

 

“Fast food chains are incredibly expensive. On average, a parent spends six to twelve dollars on a fast 

food dinner for their child, anywhere from two to four times that of what they would spend on a healthy, 

homemade meal.’”  

 

a. No, because the information goes against the purpose of the paper.  

b. No, because the information is not credible source. 

c. Yes, because the information strongly supports the purpose of the paper. 

d. Yes, because the information is from a credible source. 

 

26. Katie is writing a research paper on violent crime rates within the past twenty years. She has found the following 

information. Should she use it?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a. No, because the information is not about the topic.  

b. No, because the information is from an outdated source. 

c. Yes, because the information is about the topic. 

d. Yes, because the information is from a current source. 
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Use the following chart to answer questions 4-5.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27. Alannah is writing a research paper on the use of technology in schools. She has gathered the following 

statements. Based on the information provided above, which statement should Alannah use for her research? 

 

a. Alannah should use the statement from Source #1 because it is the most recently published. 

b. Alannah should use the statement from Source #1 because it provides supportive statistics. 

c. Alannah should use the statement from Source #2 because it is the most recently published. 

d. Alannah should use the statement from Source #2 because it provides personal testimony. 

 

28. When Alannah chooses her research, which of the following things should she consider?  

a. The author of Source #1 has more credibility than the author of Source #2. 

b. The author of Source #2 has more credibility than the author of Source #1. 

c. The author of Source #1 has a personal bias.  

d. Neither author is credible.  

 

29. Grant is writing a research paper on the World War II. He has found information on the following website: 

 

http://naziparty.com/my-blog/2014/10/10/nazi-crimes-untrue/ 

 

Should Grant include research from this website in his paper? 

 

a. Yes, because the website is government backed, credible website. 

b. Yes, because this website provides a fact sheet. 

c. No, because the website does not provide facts. 

d. No, because the website has personal bias. 

 

30. Becca is writing her annotated bibliography. Which of the following should Becca keep in mind as she creates 

this document? 

 

a. She should include direct quotations from each article.  

b. She should list the entries in order of importance. 

c. She should make sure to inform the reader how she can apply these sources to her essay. 

d. She should include personal opinions for each entry.  

 

Source #1 Source #2 
Author: 

Randall Hengst, Educational technology developer 

and veteran Professor of Education 

 

Author: 

Miss Shelley, kindergarten teacher, user of 

educational technology 

 

Statement: 

“Other teachers have successfully implemented 

technology in the classroom, according to a recent 

study by CompTIA—which surveyed 500 K-12 

and college instructors across the country. The 

report, IT Opportunities in the Education Market, 

revealed that 78 percent of K-12 teachers and 

administrators believe technology has positively 

impacted the classroom and the productivity of 

students. Roughly 65 percent of educators surveyed 

also believe that students are more productive 

today than they were three years ago due to the 

increased reliance on technology in the classroom.” 

Statement: 

“I use iPads every week in my classroom, and 

have found them extraordinarily helpful when it 

comes to assessing learning and engaging 

students. Our world has changed, and students are 

becoming technological experts at a very young 

age. My students are constantly engaged, and 

learning at the same time. Technology is an 

absolute asset in the classroom.” 

 

 

Publishing Date: December 2013 

 

 

Publishing Date:  January 2014 



 

31. Mari is writing her annotated bibliography. So far, she has created two entries. Read the entries. Which of the 

following entries should Mari include for her final annotated bibliography? 

 

ENTRY 1: ENTRY 2: 

 Sparks, Sarah D. "Poverty's Effects Vary by 

Environment; 'Working Memory Differences 

Between Children Living in Rural and Urban 

Poverty'." Education Week 23 Oct. 2013: 5. 

Opposing Viewpoints in Context. Web. 13 May 

2015. 

 

This source explains the differences between rural 

and urban poverty. I like it because it gives a lot 

of new information that I didn’t know much 

about. I can use it to add new details to my 

argument, and throughout the speech. 

Payne, Ruby K. A Framework for Understanding 

Poverty. Process, Inc., 2006 

 

 

In A Framework for Understanding Poverty, Ruby 

Payne explains the challenges that people in 

poverty face. She gives insight to the lack of 

resources that many may not think about. 

Resources does not necessarily mean 

“money,” but a variety of different life 

necessities that most take for granted. This 

source provides statistics, personal testimony, 

and the “hidden rules,” of poverty. Ruby 

Payne has studied and research poverty for 

over 20 years. This source can be used in the 

introduction to explain the problem, as well as 

throughout the speech to provide support for 

the argument. 

 

a. Entry 1 because she has provided an objective summary, and evaluates the source 

b. Entry 1 because she shares her personal opinion on the topic and the novel’s tone 

c. Entry 2 because she has provided an objective summary, and evaluates the source 

d. Entry 2 because she shares her personal opinion on the topic and the novel’s tone 

 

 

32. Which of the following is MISSING from Annotated Bibliography Entry 1?  

 a. A complete summary of the source. 

 b. An objective evaluation and critique of the source. 

 c. A hanging indent. 

 d. All of the above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Use the following chart to answer questions 10-11.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

33.  Kyle’s friend Dan is writing an argumentative essay that supports the banning of cell phones in schools. Based 

 on the chart above, which of the sources should Dan use in his paper? 

 

 a. Source 1 because the statement provides statistics to support the banning of cellphones. 

 b. Source 1 because the statement was more recently published than Source 2. 

 c. Both of the sources because Dan’s claim to ban cell phones in school, and both sources provide 

 information about topic. 

 d. None of the sources because Dan’s claim is to ban cell phones, and both sources support the opposing 

 argument. 

 

 

 

 

34. Grace is writing a research essay on cell phone use in schools. She would like to include witness testimonial. 

Based on the speakers below, which speaker’s testimonial has the most credibility? 

 

Speaker 1 Speaker 2 Speaker 3 Speaker 4 

“As a parent, I want to 

be able to contact my 

student whenever I 

need to. I think that my 

rights to my child are 

more important than 

classroom distractions.”  

“As an expert on 

technology, who has 

done extensive test 

studies and research, it 

appears that cell phones 

do, in fact, inhibit the 

learning environment.” 

“I mean, as long as I 

get my work done, I 

don’t see why I can be 

scrolling twitter and 

snapchatting my 

friends.”  

“As a teacher, I have 

seen firsthand what 

issues arise when cell 

phones are used 

improperly in the 

classroom. However, I 

also know that if 

students are given the 

opportunity to use their 

devices on their own 

time, they may use 

them less in my class.”  

 

a. Speaker 1  

b. Speaker 2 

c. Speaker 3 

d. Speaker 4 

 

 

 

 

 

Source #1 Source #2 

Author: 

Dan Kemdy, a Time Magazine reporter. 

Author: 

Joey Jackson, student, self-proclaimed professional 

“tweeter” 

 

 

Statement: 

“Exam scores climbed by as much as 6% in schools 

that imposed strict bans on cell phones, according to a 

new study that cautions policymakers to keep strict 

cell phone policies in the classroom.” 

Statement: 

“Yo, let us use our cell phones during study hall, and 

you can be sure I won’t use it in your classroom.”  

 

Publishing Date: May 2015 Publishing Date: April 2015 



Use the following chart to answer question 12. 

 

Speaker 1 Speaker 2 Speaker 3 Speaker 4 

“Wait—everybody doesn’t 

have to stay 5 years?? I guess 

you could call me a super-

senior then, going above and 

beyond the call of college.” 

- Johnny, 5th year 

senior. 

“As a sophomore, I have 

already seen the immense 

opportunities that being a 

college student has to offer. I 

would love the extra year to 

take extra classes in field 

both in and outside of my 

own, do my part by 

volunteering in this 

community, and still have 

time to have an internship 

and gain real job 

experience.” 

- Ashley, sophomore, 

English and Biology major 

“College already wastes 

time and forces us to 

‘expand our horizons’ 

and take classes that 

don’t even apply to our 

major. I’m sure they’ll 

make me take more of 

those stupid classes like 

“political science” and 

“Shakespeare” if I have 

to stay another year. No 

way do I want a fifth 

year.” 

- Nick, junior,  

business major 

“I am a graduating a senior, 

and while I have loved my 

time as a college student, I 

have to admit that thought 

of paying student loans I 

already daunting. Adding 

the cost of another year to 

that would only make 

graduation an even more 

stressful event.” 

- Sophie, senior, 

education major, 

future teacher 

 

35. . Jordan is doing research on extending college to 5 years instead of the average four years. He wants to include 

testimonial from both points of view. He has spoken with several students and written down their opinions. 

Based on the speakers above, which two statements should he include to make his essay the most credible by 

showing both sides of the issue?  

 

a. Speakers 1 and 3 because both use language students can understand.  

b. Speakers 2 and 3 because both use formal language and style best suited for the audience 

c. Speakers 2 and 4 because both use formal language and maturity while offering their testimonial 

d. Speakers 1 and 4 because it shows credibility of seniors versus freshmen 

 

36. Jordan wants to improve his essay about both the positives and negatives of extending college to five years. All of 

the following pieces of information would strengthen his essay EXCEPT  

 

 a. Testimony from students and professors who both support and oppose a five year plan 

 b. Jordan’s personal opinion. 

 c. Financial cost differences between a four year plan and a five year plan 

 d. Data on employment rates of four years of experience versus five years of experience 

 

 

  



Part III: Grammar 

Use the following passage to answer questions #-31-35. The numbers in parenthesis refer to the sentence that 

follows it. 

(1)Plainfield East and other schools of the past. Allow many students to learn valuable lessons. (2) Between 2007 

and 20017, a period of 10 years. Various students have attended Plainfield East, primarily coming from the Romeoville 

and Bolingbrook areas. (3) These students represent many different cultures, religions, and academic abilities. (4) The 

students who attend Plainfield East are probably geniuses. 

(5) Another interesting school is Plainfield Central. (6) Around fifty-eight years ago, this school was established 

in Plainfield this was the first District 202 high school. (7) Many staff and students in the district know of Plainfield 

Central’s influence on other schools in the area. (8) Suddenly, many students no longer attended Plainfield Central. Where 

did they go, and why? (9) Other schools started to be built including. Plainfield East. Plainfield South. And Plainfield 

North. (10) Many people know about the District 202 high schools and learn that Plainfield Central was the first however, 

they still have many questions.  

37. Refer to the sentence(s) that follow (1). Which of the following is the BEST revision? 

a. Plainfield East and other schools of the past allow many students to learn valuable 

lessons.  

b. Plainfield East.  And other schools of the past. Allow many students to learn valuable 

lessons.  

c. Plainfield East and other schools of the past allow many students. To learn valuable 

lessons.  

d. NO CHANGE 

 

38. Refer to the sentence(s) that follow (3). Which of the following is the BEST revision? 

a. Between 2007 and 2017, a period of 10 years, various students have attended Plainfield 

East. Primarily coming from the Romeoville and Bolingbrook areas.  

b. Between 2007 and 2017, a period of 10 years, various students have attended 

Plainfield East, primarily coming from the Romeoville and Bolingbrook areas.  

c. Primarily coming from the Romeoville and Bolingbrook area. Students have attended 

Plainfield East between 2007 and 2017, a period of 10 years.  

d. NO CHANGE 

 

39. Which of the following is BEST revision of sentence (6)? 

a. Around fifty-eight years ago, this school was established in Plainfield. This was the 

first District 202 high school.  

b. Around fifty-eight years ago, this school was established in Plainfield. This was the first 

District 202. High School.  

c. Around fifty-eight years ago, this school was established in Plainfield, this was the first 

District 202 high school.  

d. NO CHANGE 

 

40. Refer to the sentence(s) that follow (9). Which of the following is the BEST revision? 

a. Other schools started to be built including Plainfield East. Plainfield South and Plainfield 

North.  

b. Other schools started to be built. They included Plainfield East. They included Plainfield 

South. They included Plainfield North.  

c. Other schools started to be built including Plainfield East, Plainfield South, and 

Plainfield North.   

d. NO CHANGE 



 

41. Refer to the sentence(s) that follow (10). Which of the following is the BEST revision? 

a. Many people know about the District 202 high schools and learn that Plainfield 

Central was the first; however, they still have many questions.  

b. Many people know about the District 202 high schools. And learn that Plainfield Central 

was the first. However, they still have many questions.  

c. Many people know about the District 202 high schools and learn that Plainfield Central 

was the first however. They still have many questions. 

d. NO CHANGE 

 

 

The sentences below contain problems in subject-verb agreement and pronoun-antecedent agreement. Part or all 

of each sentence is underlined. Identify the letter of the answer that contains the best version of the underlined 

section.  

 

42. My favorite fruit to eat are pineapples.  

a. NO CHANGE 

b. My favorite fruit to eat is pineapples.  

c. My favorite fruits to eat is pineapples.  

d. My favorite foods to eat has been pineapples.  

 

43. Either my friend or her sister were reading the book during the entire party. 

a. NO CHANGE 

b. Either my friend and her sister was reading  

c. Either my friend or her sister have been reading  

d. Either my friend or her sister was reading  

 

44.  After hearing a funny story, one could barely hide their laughter. 

a. NO CHANGE 

b. One of the students could barely hide their laughter. 

c. One of the students could barely hide theirs laughter. 

d. One of the students could barely hide his or her laughter. 

 

 

45.  She replied, “There are as many answers to that questions as there are students in the class.” 

a. NO CHANGE 

b. “There’s as many answers to that questions as there is students in the class.” 

c. “There are as many answers to that question as there are students in the class.” 

d. “There is as many answers to that questions as there is students in the class.” 

 

 

46. Barking wildly as they ran, the squirrels were terrified of the dogs.  

a. NO CHANGE 

b. The squirrels, barking wildly as they ran, were terrified of the dogs.  

c. The dogs were terrified by the squirrels, barking wildly as they ran.  

d. The squirrels were terrified by the dogs barking wildly as they ran.   

 


