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A Tale of Two Cities: Author and Novel Info 

Directions: Read the information below to help you understand the context of the novel.  

About the Author: Charles Dickens 

- Born in Portsmouth, England in 1812 

- Of the lower-middle class 

- Moved to a poor area of London at age 10 

- Father imprisoned for debt at age 12, Dickens forced to work in a shoe polish 

factory 

 

- “Dickens’ childhood experiences made him determined to succeed, and they also created in him a strong 

sympathy for the poor, which he never lost,” (Glencoe Literature). 

- Became an overnight success with the serial publication of Pickwick Papers from 1836 to 1837. 

- Famous works:  

Oliver Twist, David Copperfield, A Tale of Two Cities, and Great Expectations. 

- Dickens and his wife had 10 children but separated in 1858.  

- He worked hard to improve education, acted in plays, and traveled widely, taking reading tours that created a 

bond between him and his readers.  

- His health failed during a reading tour in 1869 and he was forced to return home.  

- In 1870, Dickens died while working on his final, unfinished novel The Mystery of Edwin Drood. 

 

 

About the Novel: A Tale of Two Cities 

 

- This novel reflects Dickens’ darker view of society, after he grew increasingly dismayed with the social and 

economic inequality of British society.  

- During this time, he had also met and fallen in love with a young actress named Ellen Ternan. Some scholars feel 

she is the model for Lucie Manette, a main character in the novel.  

 

 

- The Plot is the centerpiece for the novel. 

-  Dickens believed this was the best novel he had ever written. 

- Several of the characters are symbolic representations of ideas  

 rather than real-life individuals.  

- Full of detailed descriptions, suspense, mystery, and terror.  

 

 

 

- Setting: Takes place in mostly London and Paris, from 1775 through 1793. Some of the story is told through 

flashback. The key events take place just before and during the French Revolution.  

- The novel was published serially, or in weekly installments, in popular magazines.  

 

For each set of reading, you will be given focus questions. For each focus question, you must answer the question, and 

provide AT LEAST TWO QUOTATIONS with explanation. You will be using this information as a part of a formal 

class discussion that you must be prepared for. Answer each question thoroughly, and be prepared to share with the class, 

and respond to your classmates.  

Your reading schedule is on the back of this information. Start with the first six chapters, and answer the focus questions 

neatly, and thoroughly in your notebook.  

“The novel tells the story of people whose 

lives are interrupted or wasted, then 

reawakened with a new purpose. It shows 

how the mistakes of the past and the evil they 

cause can be turned into triumphs through 

suffering and virtuous action,” (Glencoe 

Literature). 



Chapter Title Focus Questions Due Date 
The Period What are the conditions in England and France during this time period?  Pages 1- 46 

 
 
 

The Mail Why is the tone of this chapter one of distrust, secrecy, and danger?  

The Night Shadows How is the idea of secrets portrayed in this chapter?  

The Preparation  What is the meaning of “recalled to life”? 

The Wine-Shop  What are some of the many symbols and literary devices used to show the 
growing revolutionary feelings of the French peasants?  

The Shoemaker Who is the shoemaker and why is he in this position?  
 

  
Five Years Later What clues are given about Cruncher’s alternative “honest” profession?  Pages 47-

95 
 
 
 

A Sight What is “the sight” and why is it expected to be exciting? What does this tell you 
about the justice of the court?  

A Disappointment How is Charles Darnay acquitted? Why is this a “disappointment”?  

Congratulatory How does the idea of Carton and Darnay being doubles come to light?  

The Jackal How do Carton and Stryver’s epithets (jackal vs. lion) fit their personalities?  

Hundreds of People What literary devices are being used to tie the scene in England to the growing 
revolution in France?  

   
Monseigneur in Town How does this chapter show the dehumanization of the French poor?  Pages 96 - 

145 
 
 
 

Monseigneur in the Country How does the Marquis know Charles? What implications does this have?  

The Gorgon’s Head  What’s the difference in philosophies between the Marquis and his nephew? 

Two Promises What are the two promises that are made in this chapter?  

A Companion Picture What is Stryver’s announcement and reasoning behind it?  

The Fellow of Delicacy Why is it ironic that Stryver is concentrated on under this chapter title?  

The Fellow of No Delicacy Why is it ironic that Carton is concentrated on under this chapter title? What 
does he promise Lucie?  

   
The Honest Tradesman What is Jerry’s “honest” trade? Why is this chapter title ironic?  Pages 146 - 

177 
 

Knitting What impact does the Mender of Roads’ story have on revolutionaries?  

Still Knitting Why does Madame Defarge knit?  

   
One Night How is Lucie portrayed as a savior? Pages 178 -

210 
 

Nine Days What is the change that Dr. Manette experiences and what causes it?  

An Opinion Whose opinion does Mr. Lorry seek and what is the conclusion of the discussion 
about the opinion?  

A Plea What does Lucie ask of Darnay? Why?  

Echoing Footsteps What do footsteps in this chapter and “Hundreds of People” represent?  

   
The Sea Still Rises Why does Madame Defarge feel the revolution hasn’t entirely arrived?  Pages 211 - 

235 
 

Fire Rises Who is Gabelle and with whom should his loyalties lie?  

Drawn to Loadstone Rock Who is the Marquis St. Evremonde and why is Gabelle writing to him?  

   
In Secret What does “in secret” mean and to whom does it pertain? Pages 236 - 

275 
 

The Grindstone What tone does the imagery and diction used to describe the grindstone convey?  

The Shadow How are Lucie and Madame Defarge represented as doubles?  

Calm in Storm Why has Dr. Manette found renewed strength?  

The Wood-Sawyer How does the Wood-Sawyer unnerve Lucie and Little Lucie? 

Triumph How is Darnay released from prison?  

   
A Knock at the Door Who has accused Charles Darnay and what is the Dr.’s new purpose?  Pages 276 - 

304 
 

A Hand at Cards What information does Carton have to blackmail Barsad?  

The Game Made What is Carton’s plan? 

   
The Substance of a Shadow Why was Dr. Manette imprisoned and by whom was he imprisoned?  Pages 304-

360 
 
 

Dusk What words does Carton say that makes his plan obvious?  

Darkness What is Madame Defarge’s reason for revenge against Charles Darnay? 

Fifty-Two Who are the 5 people that escape from France at the end of this chapter?  

The Knitting Done What is the reason/significance of the chapter title? 

The Footsteps Die Out Forever What sacrifice is made at the end of the novel and how does Carton live on 
through those he impacted?  



 


