
Name: ___________________________________________________ Period: _______ Date: ______________________ 

E1H: Argument Analysis & Creation 

In “Hidden Intellectualism,” Graff argues “real intellectuals turn any subject…into [useful experience or knowledge].” He 

also states, “the rudiments of the intellectual life” include, among others, the ability to:  

 “make an argument”  

 “weigh different kinds of evidence” 

 “summarize the views of others” 

 “enter in to a conversation about ideas” 

Practice “being an intellectual” by seeing your interest through “academic eyes.” 

PART 1 

By the end of class today, find an article/essay/speech that presents an argument about one of your “nonacademic 

interests” and treat it as an “object of academic study.”  

The article/essay/speech can be from an online news source, newspaper, or magazine (Time, The New York 

Times, CNN, etc.) a TedTalk, or any other credible source.  

NOTE: Pick an interest that satisfies your “intellectual thirst” and evokes “complicated debates” as well as 

“interminable analysis.” Your topic should, of course, be school appropriate. 

Read the chosen piece closely, noting elements of the author’s argument and style that stand out to you. As you read, take 

notes by answering the following questions thoughtfully and thoroughly. 

1.) Briefly summarize this piece. What is it about? Who is the author? What claim does he or she make? 

 

 

 

 

2.) What interesting details and other rhetorical strategies does the author provide/employ as support for his or her 

argument? List at least two below, and evaluate their effectiveness.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.) Reflect: What have you gained by being interested in this topic? What have you learned from it? 

 

 

 



PART 2 

Develop a “sharply argued, sociologically acute analysis” of the article OR of the interest. Present your argument in the 

form of a written essay, recorded speech, OR creative poster. Your argument must:  

o Include a claim statement either analyzing the article author’s use of rhetorical strategies, OR 

communicating your original, debatable idea about your interest.  

o Utilize direct evidence from the selected article either to be analyzed for rhetorical effectiveness OR as 

support (ethos/logos/pathos) for your original claim. 

o Use impactful and relevant diction, details, and/or imagery.  

o Be organized and easy to follow. 

o Have an introduction, body, and conclusion. 

o Engage your classmates in the pursuit of “intellectualism.” 

o Be submitted and shared/discussed by the start of class on Thursday, 3/1 

 

 

 


