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COURSE DESCRIPTION: Students will analyze various texts in order to identify and examine author’s purpose, locate 

details, and examine characters’ relationships in complicated literature. Students will use textual evidence to create 

meaning and understand the effect of a text’s style and craft. Students will also read texts to generate inferences, and draw 

conclusions about people and ideas through reading, writing, and speaking. An advanced level of reading, extensive 

writing, and active class participation are required. This course carries a weighted grade. 

TEXTS: No novels or textbooks will need to be purchased for this class. All novels and supplementary texts, such as short stories, poems, 
articles, and speeches, will be provided.  Since your books will belong to the school, you will be expected to annotate using post-it notes.   

GRADING: 

Course Grades: Course grades will not be based upon a total accumulation of points.  Instead, student grades will  be 

determined based on the following weighted categories:  
 

 Final Exam 20% 

 Assessments (District Outcomes/Benchmarks) 50% 

 Classwork (projects, presentations, quizzes, etc.) 20% 

 Homework (practice, informal assessments, etc.)  10% 

100% - 90% = A       89% - 80% = B       79% - 70% = C      69% - 60% = D      59% - 0% = F 

Outcome Writing Assignments/Projects: Throughout the school year, students complete multiple writing 

assignments. Essays will be categorized in the Assessment section of the gradebook (50%). All essays/presentations will be 

submitted to Turnitin.com on time; failure to do so will result in an NHI (not handed in) grade (0%).  For each day an 

essay is late, 10% will be taken off the final grade (1 day late: - 10%, 2 days late: - 20%). If your Outcome assignment is 

not submitted on time, you will also be issued a FLINAO academic detention (failure to learn is not an option). 

 
EXPECTATIONS: 

Students can expect to be consistently reading various literary and non-fiction pieces including novels, essays, short stories, and 

poetry, as well as reviewing and refining vocabulary and grammar skills. Students will also advance communication skills through both writing 

and speaking. Students are expected to complete homework assignments (including reading) on a consistent basis, take time to think critically, 

and arrive for class on time prepared to listen, learn, and participate. This course has been created in order to provide students with skills and 

strategies needed in English 2H, AP courses, college, and life.  

 

 

Commit to:          Effort 

             accountability 

                         trust 

                               integrity 

Semester I Coursework: 

Outcome A: How are literary devices used in narratives? How is figurative language used to enhance a narrative? 

Writing Assignment/Project: Create a Radio Podcast detailing a personal narrative.   

Outcome B: What is tone? How do authors use tone to establish theme? 

Writing Assignment/Project: Thematic analysis essay  

Semester II Coursework: 

Outcome C- What is rhetoric? How do authors build an effective argument? 

Writing Assignment/Project: Argumentative essay 

Outcome D- How do writers seamlessly integrate evidence into their own writing? What makes a presentation effective? 

Writing Assignment/Project: Research Presentation 
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LATE WORK POLICY: 

 Honors students are expected to complete and turn-in all work on time. If absolutely necessary and the correct answers have not 

already been reviewed in class or graded work returned to classmates, students are allowed only two late assignments per semester, which 

should be turned in the following day. These will be graded based on accuracy and will be entered in the gradebook ending in .02 to denote 

tardiness. If the assignment is more than one day late OR the student has used both opportunities, late work will no longer be accepted and a 

zero will be entered in the gradebook. 

Late Outcome assessments will lose 10% per day late, and will follow the District FLINAO policy as mentioned. 
 

RETAKE POLICY:  

Students may retake/correct up to two quizzes per SEMESTER and/or one Benchmark Assessment per semester for partial credit. 

Essay assessments can be rewritten for points back as long as work shows significant effort in response to teacher feedback. Students must 

approach the teacher within 1 week of earning a grade on the quiz/assessment to request a retake/correction opportunity. If the student has not 

participated in class and/or is missing several assignments, then they will not be able to retake/correct.  
 

ABSENCE POLICY: Do your best to be in class and avoid absence. If absent, you are responsible for the work/info that you miss. If 

you are absent, it is your responsibility to seek out missing work from your teacher IMMEDIATELY upon return.  
Students who have a pre-excused absence (field trips/vacations) are allowed to make up work missed during the absence. When 

assignments are provided by the teacher before the student leaves, the student is required to turn in the assignments upon return to each class.  

For an excused illness absence, the student is entirely responsible for requesting the make-up work from the teacher(s). Tests/quizzes 

will be scheduled at an agreed upon time. Students will be given one school day for each day of excused absence to make up assignments and 

tests. Additional considerations will be given for students with extended illnesses.  

In the matter of disciplinary absences, for the first offense resulting in a suspension longer than 3 days, the Attendance Office will 

collect and provide homework assignments to the student. It is the responsibility of the student to contact the Main Attendance Office and make 

arrangements to pick up the homework assignments. For subsequent, external suspensions, it is the responsibility of the student or parent to 

contact the teacher to obtain homework assignments. It is the suspended student’s responsibility to make up missed work or tests. Work is due 

on the date of return to school. 

 

ACADEMIC HONESTY: 

 Tests, Projects, Essays & Final Exams 

If a student is caught cheating on a major assignment and/or test, he or she may receive the 

 following: 

1st Offense:  1 hour referral (referral submitted by teacher to the appropriate dean), but an opportunity to retest, and/or 

complete the assignment with 20% off their retake grade. 

2nd Offense:  4 hour referral (referral submitted by teacher to the appropriate dean), but an opportunity to retest, and/or 

complete the assignment with 50% off their retake grade. 

3rd Offense:  ASDA (referral submitted by teacher to the appropriate dean) and a 0% on their grade. 

(Note:  Due to the different format of major assignments and tests between departments, the times and policies for 

completing the assignment will be determined by individual departments.) 
 

Homework: If a student is caught cheating on a homework assignment, he or she may receive a 0% on the assignment and follow the 

above discipline consequences.   Make-up work will not be given. 
  

Additional Information Regarding Academic Honesty: Unless otherwise stated by the teacher, all assignments are to be turned in 

and completed independently. The consequences for multiple occurrences of cheating are cumulative across subjects/disciplines. 

 

PROCEDURES:  

 Students need to be in their seat when the bell rings or they will need to get a Hero (tardy pass). 

 Students must respect themselves and others. 

o Nut free classroom 

o Actively participate (ask and answer questions, share ideas, put forth effort, etc.) 

o Be positive,  proactive, organized, and responsible 

 Students must respect their school and property. 

o Trash in the trash (try loose leaf or perforated paper; avoid spiral notebook litter) 

o No gum, no electronics 

o Only drinks with lids, snacking to a minimum (try water bottles; avoid straws, cans, lunches, etc.) 

 Students should keep hall/bathroom passes to a MINIMUM. No passes during the first or last 10 minutes of class.  

 Students should come to class prepared to participate and ready with required materials each day. 

 Students should utilize all available resources. (turnitin.com, media center, tutoring, Office 365, etc.) 

 Students should be in their seat and working until the bell rings at the end of the period. 

 Refer to the PEHS student handbook for all other rules and regulations. 

 

REQUIRED MATERIALS:  The following materials must be brought to class every day:   

1. Novel and any supplementary material/texts 

2. Folder/binder (USED FOR ENGLISH ONLY) 

3. Notebook (USED FOR ENGLISH ONLY) 

4. Pen and/or pencil 

5. Highlighters and/or colored pens (multiple colors) 

6. Post-it notes  

* Agenda book/planner, USB flash drive, note cards, and sweatshirt suggested, not required  
 

COMMUNICATION: Teacher-Student communication is important. You need to tell me the moment you feel you need additional assistance. 

Please speak with me in person or contact me by email at swhalum@psd202.org. I am always more than willing to help you, but please 

advocate for yourself. 

*** Students should review this syllabus with their parent(s)/guardian(s), and bring any questions or concerns regarding the 

information provided to class tomorrow/early next week. By remaining in the course, you acknowledge that you understand and 

agree to the English 1 Honors procedures, policies, and expectations.  
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