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THERE ARE 4 COMPONENTS TO THE 
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

•MLA Citation

•Summary of the Source

•Critique of the Source

•Application of the Source



ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

What does the term mean?

According to Merriam-Webster’s Online Dictionary (2011),

Annotate: “to make critical or explanatory notes or 
comment”

Bibliography: “the history, identification, or 
description of writings or publications”

How do these definitions combine?



ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

The PURPOSE of an 
annotated bibliography is

• To learn about a particular 
topic

• To demonstrate the value of a 
particular source

• To inform fellow or future 
researchers about a topic or 
a source

Within each 
annotation, there are 
typically 

THREE ELEMENTS:

–Summary

–Critique/analysis

–Application



ANNOTATED BIB. PART 1: SUMMARY

Summary

You will want to answer some or all the following 
questions:

•What is the topic of the source?

•What actions did the author perform within the 
study and why? (Interviews, experiments, 
surveys, etc.)

•What were the conclusions of the article?



ANNOTATED BIB. PART 2: CRITIQUE
You will want to answer some or all the following questions:

•What are the strengths and weaknesses of the 

article?

–Types of evidence, language choices, organization, 

level of detail

• Is the article reliable? Think about the C.R.A.A.P. 

checklist. 

•Focus on the strengths of the article, but if it’s 

missing something, let your reader know!



ANNOTATED BIB. PART 3: APPLICATION
Application

You will want to answer some or all the following 
questions:

•What information does the article provide for 
your research?

•How are you going to use this information in 
your essay? (What type of support does it 
provide? Where in your essay will it be used?)



OTHER CHARACTERISTICS OF 
ANNOTATED BIBS.
There are some unique characteristics of which to be aware 

regarding annotations:

• No citations crediting the source or outside sources
– The presence of the reference entry makes citation repetitive

• No direct quotes
– Your reader will want to hear your interpretation of the material

• No language such as, “I think.” We call that writing in first 
person point of view. 

• Be objective in your description of the source.  

• All sources are listed in Alphabetical Order 



EXAMPLE: 
Almond, Steve. Candy Freak. Orlando: Harcourt, Inc, 2004.

In Candy Freak, Steve Almond presents a history of the candy industry in the 20th century. 

America. After describing his love of candy and chocolate, Almond takes the reader on a 

tour of candy factories across America while discussing how three large corporations 

(Hershey, M&M/Mars, and Nestle) managed to squeeze out hundreds of smaller candy 

companies. This source provides a basic understanding of the history of candy in the United 

States. The author’s humorous tone makes it interesting to read and also provides some 

insight in the author’s perspective. The information seems reliable because it contains 

historical references which are listed in the author’s bibliography. This source will work well 

in the introduction of the essay to support the claim. This may be utilized in the conclusion 

of the speech to restate the claim. The logical evidence used in this book can possibly be 

added to body paragraph one and two in order to support the topic sentences. 
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