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DIRECTIONS: Read the article “Virtual Schools Not for Everyone,” and then answer the following questions.  
 

 

1) Who is the author of the text?  
a. Blair Roy  b. Wendy Hundley c. Barbara Smith  d. Mary Gifford 

 

2) Based on the text type, what else do you know about the author?  
a. She is a student at a virtual school. 
b. She is a principal at a virtual school. 
c. She is a reporter for a magazine, newspaper, or website.  
d. She is against virtual schooling. 

 

3) Who is the speaker of the line “You’re doing what students do in a regular classroom, except you modify it for … online”? 
a. Ashley Roy  b. Marcy Bloomfield c. Wendy Hundley d. Education Week magazine 

 

4) What is the occasion of the text?  
a. It is written after a court case which requires students to complete an online education course. 
b. It is written during a major conference for educators. 
c. It is written in August when most students are getting ready to start another school year.  
d. It is written in June after a large number of teachers were fired from traditional schools. 

 

5) Who is the intended audience of the text?  
a. Parents and students 
b. Administrators (principals, deans, etc.)  

c. Teachers 
d. All of the above 

 

6) “The network provides supplemental online courses and oversees the online public schools.” 
In this sentence from paragraph five of the text, what does the word supplemental mean? 

a. Food-related  b. Inaccurate  c. Harmful  d. Additional
  

7) What does the title of the text reveal about the author’s purpose?  
a. The author convinces people that all students should complete virtual schooling.  
b. The author makes readers laugh and cry through her description of virtual schooling. 
c. The author’s main point is to instruct readers on how to apply for scholarships to a virtual school. 
d. The author presents info about the advantages/pros and disadvantages/cons of virtual schooling.  

 

8) What is the purpose of the text?  
a. To inform readers about online schools. 
b. To persuade readers to enroll in online school.  

c. To entertain readers with the images of school. 
d. To confuse readers about online school.  

 

9) What is the subject of the entire text? The text is about: 
a. virtual schooling characteristics. 
b. Texas government. 

c. reading recovery. 
d. a major court case.  

 

10) Why would the author include the detail that, “At least 30 states offer full-time online education, according to the nonprofit 
based in the Washington, D.C., area.”?  The author wants the audience to realize the:  

a. negative impact of online education. 
b. U.S. education system is bad and getting worse. 

c. government dislikes online education.  
d. increase and popularity of online education.  

 

11) The details “families choose online learning for a variety of reasons. Often students want to move ahead … [or they] want a safe 
environment” and “The online alternative isn’t for everyone” contribute to the overall tone of the text. The author’s attitude 
toward virtual school can best be described as:   

a. Playful/sarcastic 
b. Negative/outraged 

c. Neutral/informative  
d. Positive/cheerful  

 

12) After reading the entire article (even the information listed on the very top of the first page and very bottom of the last page of 
the article), should this text be considered a credible/trustworthy source?  

a. Yes, because it includes research statistics and primary source (first-hand) accounts (testimonials). 
b. Yes, because it includes current information and addresses both sides of the argument. 
c. Yes, because it was published by a group which will profit/benefit from the increased enrollment in and support of 

virtual schooling (there is bias/a hidden agenda). 
d. Both answer option a and answer option b are correct. 

 
 
 



DIRECTIONS: Read “The Great Homework Debate” and “Rethinking Homework,” then answer the following questions.  
 

13) What is the subject of both texts (“The Great Homework Debate” and “Rethinking Homework”)?  

a. Teenagers  

b. High school 

c. Benefits of homework 

d. Homework 
 

14) What is the occasion of “The Great Homework Debate”? 

a. The article was written immediately after the National PTA and National Education Association conferences.  

b. The article was written in September as students return to school after summer break.  

c. The article was written after the author, Kelly Wallace, experienced a late night helping her daughter complete a large 

amount of homework.  

d. The article was written after a court case ruled on the amount of homework required by law. 
 

15) Which of the following lines from “The Great Homework Debate” best states the author’s primary claim? 

a. “Ask parents how they feel about homework”; they say “we expect too much, too little or the wrong things.” 

b. “It’s next to impossible to get … any school to begin a no-homework policy.”  

c. “The concept of homework is so ingrained in our culture that people can’t and won’t think about what it might be like if 

we just stopped making our kids do homework.” 

d. “Making [homework] less and less and less is contributing to us being less competitive worldwide.”  
 

16) What is the author’s purpose in “The Great Homework Debate”?  
a. To persuade readers that homework is superior to any other educational strategy.  
b. To persuade parents to keep children in traditional, public schools 
c. To inform readers of the negative impacts of homework. 
d. To inform readers of both sides of the homework issue.   

 

17) Using the context of the article, what is the best definition of the word “diminishing” as it is used in the second to last 

paragraph of “The Great Homework Debate”? 

a. increasing 

b. lessening 

c. warning 

d. importance 
 

18) When quoting “The Great Homework Debate”, which of the following is the correct format to use for an MLA in-text citation? 
a. (Wallace). 
b. (Wallace, Kelly). 

c. (Kelly Wallace). 

d. (“The Great Homework Debate”). 
 

19) Based on the entire article, what conclusion can you draw about the speaker of “Rethinking Homework”? 

a. He has no real knowledge of schools. 

b. He has spent time researching homework.   

c. He has never taught.  

d. He is a homework supporter.  

20) When quoting “Rethinking Homework”, which of the following is the correct format to use for an MLA in-text citation? 
a. (Kohn). 
b. (Kohn, Alfie). 

c. (Alfie Kohn). 

d. (“Rethinking Homework”). 
 

21) What is the author’s purpose in “Rethinking Homework”?  
a. To persuade readers that homework is a superior educational tool.  
b. To persuade administrators to decrease the amount of homework assigned in schools.   
c. To inform readers of the positive impacts of homework.  
d. To inform readers of parent concerns about increasing homework.  

 

22) Based on the evidence in both sources, it can be inferred that both writers believe 

a. Homework does not benefit students.  

b. Homework is growing in popularity.    

c. Homework is a perfect educational tool.  

d. Homework needs to be evaluated.  
 

23) What is the overall tone of “The Great Homework Debate” compared to “Rethinking Homework” toward the subject?  

a. “The Great Homework Debate” is critical while “Rethinking Homework” is objective toward the subject. 

b. “The Great Homework Debate” is objective while “Rethinking Homework” is optimistic toward the subject. 

c. “The Great Homework Debate” is critical while “Rethinking Homework” is optimistic toward the subject. 

d. “The Great Homework Debate” is objective while “Rethinking Homework” is critical toward the subject. 
 

24) Which source is least bias?  

a. “The Great Homework Debate”  

b. “Rethinking Homework”  

c. Neither are bias 

d. Both are bias



 


