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Elie Wiesel and Oprah: at Auschwitz Death Camp 

Directions:  As you watch the video, please fill out the active viewing guide below.  The questions in 

italics may be answered after the viewing the video. 

 

1. How many camps was Auschwitz divided into?  Which camp was the largest? 

 

2. (Regarding the gas chambers)  How long did it take to die?  What did it feel like (according to the 

video)? 

 

3. What does Elie Wiesel compare the death machine of Auschwitz to? 

 

 

4. (While standing at Auschwitz) Oprah says, “…standing in a place where there was such a display 

of inhumanity, I don’t think I have ever felt more human…it is an intensely human feeling.”  What 

does this mean? 

 

 

5. Describe the barracks that Wiesel shows Oprah (at least three details). 

a.     

b.    

 

6. What was the average life span of a prisoner at Auschwitz? 

 

7. What does Wiesel mean when he says that he is “not really alone” when he comes back to 

Auschwitz and specifically the barracks? 

 

 

8. Who does Elie say he stayed alive for? 

 

9. Finish this quote: “We not only adjusted to madness, we adjusted to ___________________.” 

 

10. What did Elie and Oprah speak about becoming a privilege while in the death camps? 

 

Name:________________________ 

Date:_______________ Period:____ 
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List 3-5 images (sights, sounds, smells, tastes, textures) that Elie uses to help you imagine what it was 

like living there.  

**  Be specific.  DO NOT just say “death.”  Death is not a sight, sound, smell, taste, or texture. 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

 

After viewing the documentary, write a focused personal reflection.   

 This should NOT be about the Holocaust, concentration camps, the war, or the Nazis but instead 

should be your personal reaction to Elie’s experience.   

 

 Include at least three SPECIFIC details FROM THE VIDEO to support your reflection. 
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