
MONDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 11TH

English 1



What are we doing today?

◦ Submit “Literary Hunt” from The Most Dangerous Game

◦ The Most Dangerous Game quiz

◦ Introduction to Theme Notes

Why are we doing this?
◦ Show me what you know!! What did we learn and how did you practice with The Most Dangerous Game?



The Most Dangerous Game quiz

Take out a blank sheet of  paper and your copy of  The Most Dangerous Game

◦ Please use the correct MLA Citations and correct MLA Header

◦ Please give a 5 sentence summary of  The Most Dangerous Game, including all 3 main characters

◦ Please list 3 (three) examples of  literary devices using this format:

Literary device: Metaphor

“The Cossack was the cat; he was the mouse” (Connell 12)

◦ Please give an example of  one of  the following literary elements:

◦ Exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution, symbolism, setting using this format:

Literary element: Setting

“It was a huge, beam-ceilinged bedroom with a canopied bed big enough for six men that Rainsford follow the 
silent giant” (Connell 5)

You may not use my examples. 

This is an individual quiz!



WHAT IS A THEME
IN LITERATURE?



The Reader’s Job

◦ Your job is to try and understand what the reader is trying to say

◦ Writers very rarely come out and tell you, “HEY! This is what you need to know”

◦ Make inferences and draw conclusions to figure it out.

Inference: a conclusion made based on evidence and reasoning



Big Ideas

Typically BIG IDEAS that can be applied to many different situations

◦ Universal Truth

Examples?

◦ Friendship

◦ Good vs Evil 

◦ Freedom

◦ Trust



So what is a theme?

◦ A message from the author

The theme of  a piece of  literature is how people behave and its view on life



Theme is:

◦ The underlying meaning of  the story

◦ A universal Truth

◦ The author will make a significant statement about the theme, to assess society, human nature, or the human 

condition



Theme is NOT:

◦ Theme is NOT the TOPIC!

◦ Theme is NOT the MORAL



Finding Common Ground

◦ Communicate on common ground with the reader

◦ Although the specifics of  the story might be different than something you (as the reader) have ever 

experienced, the underlying universal truth and the statement the author makes about it should make the 

connection between you and the author



Remember…

◦ There can be more than one theme to a piece of  literature!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3PJ3Du_zDc

The Hunger Games

◦ Power

◦ Versions of  Reality

◦ Identity

◦ Societal Class Structure

◦ Politics

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3PJ3Du_zDc

