
Outcome D-Benchmarks 2 and 3 

Synthesis Problem/Solution Research & Outline 

 

OUTLINE/TEDTALK OVERVIEW 

Assignment: 

Students will research a prevalent global topic, evaluate, and synthesize multiple authoritative sources in various 

media to present an issue and argue the solution to that issue.  They will create a formal outline that will eventually 

be utilized to form a 5-7 minute presentation in Benchmark 3.   

Requirements: 

1.) Choose a global societal issue that you will present and argue a solution to in the format of a 

TEDtalk/IGNITEspeech (Outcome D-Benchmark 3). 

2.) Research your chosen topic across various media (at least two print sources), databases, video clips, audio 

clips, images, etc.) 

3.) Synthesize five sources of these media in order to present the issue and argue the solution. 

4.) Outline should contain both direct quotations and paraphrased information.  The types of support must be 

identified and parenthetically cited. 

5.) Students should create a separate Works Cited page citing all sources utilized in outline and presentation. 

Outline format for your speech (basically formatting your actual speech and what you will say) 

An outline is one of the best ways to assist you in the preparation of your presentation. Too often, when we approach 

speech writing, we think in terms of a complete speech—not in terms of an outline. It’s extremely important to begin 

every speech— regardless of the audience and setting—with a clear and thorough outline. Your audience will be 

able to follow your speech only if it is very clearly organized. Here are a few general guidelines to follow: 

• Develop most of the outline with key words in order to assure that you will extemporize and talk to your audience. 

• You should write your thesis statement, transition sentences, and all main point statements as complete sentences 

so that you have an outline and speech that is easy to follow. 

• Keep in mind that when you present a written work (e.g., a term paper) you cannot present the entire paper. You 

must decide what information in your paper is necessary for your audience to best understand the content of your 

message. 

• Think about your time limits. It’s generally best to stick to 3-5 main points. Your audience will appreciate your 

efforts to organize your thoughts. 

• Notice the indentations in the example below. Replicating these indentations in your outline will create an effective 

and convenient reference during your speech. 

 


