
GRAMMAR REVIEW 

Subject-Verb Agreement Reminders: 

1. Singular subjects take singular verbs:  

She types her essay. The girl in the blue shirt types the essay. 

Remember- the subject performs the action. Who types? The girl. 

2. Plural subjects take plural verbs: 

The girls type their essays. The girls in my class type their essays. 

Remember- the subject performs the action. Who types? The girls. 

3. Each, either, neither, one, everyone, everybody, no one, nobody, anyone anybody, someone, somebody are always singular 

subjects: 

 Everyone opens his or her gift. Each child opens his or her gift.  

Either Amy or Suzy was absent that day. Neither Reese nor Hamlet likes the snow. 

No one shows up to class on senior ditch day. Nobody knows the answer to all of life's questions. 

4. Several, few, both, many are always plural subjects: 

Several ducks cross the street. Both ducks cross the street. Few ducks dare to cross the street. 

5. Some, all, any, most, and none can be singular or plural depending on whether they are referring to a singular or plural word:  

None of the book is sad. None of the girls are crying. 

Some people think they are always right. Some boy thinks he is always right. 

All of the dogs love  playing outside. Any dog loves playing outside. 

 

Pronoun- Antecedent Agreement Reminders 

*A pronoun takes the place of a noun; an antecedent is the noun the pronoun is taking the place of:  

Ms. Ferraro's tortoise VS Her tortoise (her = pronoun, Ms. Ferraro's = antecedent)* 

Many of these rules are related to the rules of subject-verb agreement 

 

1. A phrase or clause between the subject and verb does not change the number of the antecedent:  

A can of lima beans sits on its shelf. (One can = it). 

2. Each, either, neither, one, everyone, everybody, no one, nobody, anyone, anybody, someone, somebody always refer to 

singular subjects (see rule 3 above): Everyone opens his or her gift. Neither dog likes his or her paws to get cold.  

3. Several, few, both, many are always plural (See rule 4 above):  

Several ducks cross the street with their ducklings. Both ducks cross the street with their ducklings. Few ducks dare to 

cross the street without their ducklings. 

4. Some, all, any, most and none can be singular or plural depending on whether they are referring to a singular or plural word 

(see rule 5 above):  

All of the dogs lost interest in their toys. (More than 1)  Any dog can lose interest in his or her toy. (Just one) 

5. Subject joined by and? Always plural:  

Hamlet and Reese love their owners. The cats and the dogs enjoy their naps. 

6. Subject joined by or or nor? Use the subject closest to the verb to determine whether plural or singular.  

Neither the director nor the actors did their jobs. Neither the actors nor the director did his or her job. 

 

Directions: Subject-Verb & Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement Choose the correctly formatted sentence pair 

1. Subject-Verb Agreement 

a. Everyone ordered their cap and gown for graduation. 

b. Everyone ordered his or her cap and gown for graduation. 

2. Subject-Verb Agreement 

a. A carton of eggs from Indiana was shipped on Friday. 

b. A carton of eggs from Indiana were shipped on Friday. 

3. Subject-Verb Agreement 

a. Everyone buys his or her pizza from Lou Malnati's. 

b. Everyone buys their pizza from Lou Malnati's. 

 

4. Subject-Verb Agreement 



a. A box of CDs from China were shipped over the weekend. 

b. A box of CDs from China was shipped over the weekend. 

5. Subject-Verb Agreement 

a. Everyone earns their Holiday Bonus on the Friday before Christmas. 

b. Everyone earns his or her Holiday Bonus on the Friday before Christmas. 

6. Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement 

a. If Kelly doesn’t understand the admission requirements, she should e-mail an admissions advisor to explain it to her. 

b. If Kelly doesn't understand the admission requirements, she should e-mail an admissions advisor to explain them to her. 

7. Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement 

a. Either of the boys could have easily loaned their pencil to Cindy or Tya. 

b. Either of the boys could have easily loaned his pencil to Cindy or Tya. 

8. Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement 

a. If Marcy doesn't understand the application instructions, she should ask the counselor to explain it to her. 

b. If Marcy doesn't understand the application instructions, she should ask the counselor to explain them to her. 

9. Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement 

a. Either of the players could have lost their game. 

b. Either of the players could have lost his or her game. 

10. Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement 

a. If John can't figure out the recipe directions, he should ask his brother to explain them to him. 

b. If John can't figure out the recipe directions, he should ask his brother to explain it to him. 

 

Directions: Quotation Punctuation Choose the answer option that correctly punctuates the sentence around the quotation marks 

11. It rained nonstop, and I kept receiving e-mails from my coworkers during my trip to Florida… some vacation. 

a. It rained nonstop, and I kept receiving e-mails from my coworkers during my trip to Florida…some “vacation.” 

b. It rained nonstop, and I kept receiving e-mails from my coworkers during my trip to Florida… some “vacation”. 

c. It rained nonstop and I kept receiving e-mails from my coworkers during my trip to Florida…some “vacation,” 

d. It rained nonstop and I kept receiving e-mails from my coworkers during my trip to Florida…some “vacation”, 

12. The sign on my little brother’s bedroom door reads keep out. 

a. The sign on my little brother’s bedroom door reads “keep out”. 

b. The sign on my little brother’s bedroom door reads “Keep out”. 

c. The sign on my little brother’s bedroom door reads, “Keep out.” 

d. The sign on my little brother’s bedroom door reads, “keep out.” 

13. She told my parents I snuck out and then lied about her own sneaking out, some sister. 

a. She told my parents I snuck out and then lied about her own sneaking out... some "sister". 

b. She told my parents I snuck out and then lied about her own sneaking out...some "sister," 

c. She told my parents I snuck out and then lied about her own sneaking out... some "sister." 

d. She told my parents I snuck out and then lied about her own sneaking out...some "sister", 

      14.  The message on the pass from the counselor reads come immediately. 

a. The message on the pass from the counselor reads, "Come Immediately." 

b. The message on the pass from the counselor reads "come immediately." 

c. The message on the pass from the counselor reads "come immediately", 

d. The message on the pass from the counselor reads, "Come immediately," 

       15. The note from her boyfriend said gone fishing. 

a. The note from her boyfriend said "gone fishing." 

b. The note from her boyfriend said, "Gone Fishing." 

c. The note from her boyfriend said "Gone Fishing," 

d. The note from her boyfriend said "Gone fishing",  

 

PASSAGE REVIEW 

PASSAGE #1 

 

Excerpt from Narrative of the Life of a Slave by Frederick Douglass 



  

The plan which I adopted, and the one by which I was most successful, was that of making friends of all the little white boys 

whom I met in the street. As many of these as I could, I converted into teachers. With their kindly aid, obtained at different times and 

in different places, I finally succeeded in learning to read. When I was sent on errands, I always took my book with me, and by going 

on one part of my errand quickly, I found time to get a lesson before my return. I used also to carry bread with me, enough of which 

was always in the house, and to which I was always welcome; for I was much better off in this regard than many of the poor white 

children in our neighborhood. This bread I used to bestow upon the hungry little urchins, who, in return, would give me that more 

valuable bread of knowledge. I am strongly tempted to give the names of two or three of those little boys, as a testimonial of the 

gratitude and affection I bear them; but prudence forbids;—not that it would injure me, but it might embarrass them; for it is almost an 

unpardonable offence to teach slaves to read in this Christian country 

It is enough to say of the dear little fellows, that they lived on Philpot Street, very near Durgin and Bailey’s ship-yard. I used 

to talk this matter of slavery over with them. I would sometimes say to them, I wished I could be as free as they would be when they 

got to be men. “You will be free as soon as you are twenty-one, but I am a slave for life! Have not I as good a right to be free as you 

have?” These words used to trouble them; they would express for me the liveliest sympathy, and console me with the hope that 

something would occur by which I might be free. 

I was now about twelve years old, and the thought of being a slave for life began to bear heavily upon my heart. Just about 

this time, I got hold of a book entitled “The Columbian Orator.” Every opportunity I got, I used to read this book. Among much of 

other interesting matter, I found in it a dialogue between a master and his slave. The slave was represented as having run away from 

his master three times. The dialogue represented the conversation which took place between them, when the slave was retaken the 

third time. In this dialogue, the whole argument in behalf of slavery was brought forward by the master, all of which was disposed of 

by the slave. The slave was made to say some very smart as well as impressive things in reply to his master—things which had the 

desired though unexpected effect; for the conversation resulted in the voluntary emancipation of the slave on the part of the master.  

In the same book, I met with one of Sheridan’s mighty speeches on and in behalf of Catholic emancipation. These were 

choice documents to me. I read them over and over again with unabated interest. They gave tongue to interesting thoughts of my own 

soul, which had frequently flashed through my mind, and died away for want of utterance. The moral which I gained from the 

dialogue was the power of truth over the conscience of even a slaveholder. What I got from Sheridan was a bold denunciation of 

slavery, and a powerful vindication of human rights. The reading of these documents enabled me to utter my thoughts and to meet the 

arguments brought forward to sustain slavery; but while they relieved me of one difficulty, they brought on another even more painful 

than the one of which I was relieved. 

The more I read, the more I was led to abhor and detest my enslavers. I could regard them in no other light than a band of 

successful robbers, who had left their homes, and gone to Africa, and stolen us from our homes, and in a strange land reduced us to 

slavery. I loathed them as being the meanest as well as the most wicked of men.  As I read and contemplated the subject, behold! that 

very discontentment which Master Hugh had predicted would follow my learning to read  had already come, to torment and sting my 

soul to unutterable anguish. As I writhed under it, I would at times feel that learning to read had been a curse rather than a blessing. It 

had given me a view of my wretched condition, without the remedy. It opened my eyes to the horrible pit, but to no ladder upon which 

to get out. In moments of agony, I envied my fellow-slaves for their stupidity. I have often wished myself a beast. I preferred the 

condition of the meanest reptile to my own. Anything, no matter what, to get rid of thinking! It was this everlasting thinking of my 

condition that tormented me. There was no getting rid of it. It was pressed upon me by every object within sight or hearing, animate or 

inanimate. The silver trump of freedom had roused my soul to eternal wakefulness. Freedom now appeared, to disappear no more 

forever. It was heard in every sound, and seen in everything. It was ever present to torment me with a sense of my wretched condition. 

I saw nothing without seeing it, I heard nothing without hearing it, and felt nothing without feeling it. It looked from every star, it 

smiled in every calm, breathed in every wind, and moved in every storm. 

Excerpt from Narrative of the Life of a Slave by Frederick Douglass 

16.     What is the overall tone of this excerpt? 

a.       Reserved 

b.      Angry 

c.       Introspective 

d.      Hopeful 

    

 17.          What plan did Frederick adopt to learn how to read now that Mrs. Hugh was no longer teaching him? 

a.       He befriended white boys & gave them bread for lessons in reading  

b.      Self-taught through books he secured from running errands 

c.       Attended formal schooling which was acceptable in a Christian community 

d.      To be taught by his slaveholder 



 

18.      How is Frederick Douglass’s plan to read ironic? 

a.       Because he was light skinned he was able to be educated 

b.      Slaves had freedoms, one of which was the choice to learn to read 

c.       White people were to hate blacks & white people were supposed to have food 

d.       Most white people could not read during this time period 

 

19.       What did Frederick learn from the book, The Columbian Orator? 

a.       That people fought against slavery 

b.      White people respected slaves  

c.       Slavery was the road to freedom 

d.      That black people had greater power than their slaveholders 

  

20.       How does Master Auld’s prediction about Frederick and learning come true? 

a.       White people could be manipulated 

b.      Reading better prepared him for his condition 

c.       Slavery was his destiny 

d.      Learning more caused Frederick to want freedom more and more  

 

21.       What is the author’s purpose to be communicated to his audience? 

a.       People are not able to overcome their condition 

b.      Education is a great tool but also a great torment 

c.       Slavery was important to American history 

d.      Not all white people were insensitive to the needs of the black man 

 

22.       What primary appeal as defined by Aristotle best captures this excerpt? 

a.       Ethos 

b.      Pathos  

c.       Logos 

 

23.       In the following quote, what appeal is being shown?  “ I saw nothing without seeing it, I heard nothing without hearing 

it, and felt nothing without feeling it. It looked from every star, it smiled in every calm, breathed in every wind, and moved 

in every storm. 

a.       Logos 

b.      Pathos 

c.       Ethos 

d.      Logos & Ethos 

 

24.        Is the speaker, Frederick Douglas, a credible speaker on the subject of slavery? 

a.       Yes, he lived through it and is telling his story 

b.      No, his viewpoints are biased based on his own experiences 

c.       Yes, he was educated on the system of slavery  

 

 

25.   Why did Frederick envy his “fellow-slaves for their stupidity”? 

a.       He equated himself with the white man 

b.      His education opened his eyes to the injustices of slavery 

c.       He did not get along with other slaves 

d.      He pitied them for their apathetic attitudes in relation to their condition. 

 

PASSAGE #2 



“Legalize and Regulate Sports Betting” 

 N.B.A. Commissioner Adam Silver: Allow Gambling on Pro Games 

 November 13, 2014 

Betting on professional sports is currently illegal in most of the United States outside of Nevada. I believe we  

need a different approach. For more than two decades, the National Basketball Association has opposed the expansion of legal sports 

betting, as have the other major professional sports leagues in the United States. In 1992, the leagues supported the passage by 

Congress of the Professional and Amateur Sports Protection Act, or Paspa, which generally prohibits states from authorizing sports 

betting. 

But despite legal restrictions, sports betting is widespread. It is a thriving underground business that operates free from 

regulation or oversight. Because there are few legal options available, those who wish to bet resort to illicit bookmaking operations 

and shady offshore websites. There is no solid data on the volume of illegal sports betting activity in the United States, but some 

estimate that nearly $400 billion is illegally wagered on sports each year. Times have changed since Paspa was enacted. Gambling has 

increasingly become a popular and accepted form of entertainment in the United States. Most states offer lotteries. Over half of them 

have legal casinos. Three have approved some form of Internet gambling, with others poised to follow. 

There is an obvious appetite among sports fans for a safe and legal way to wager on professional sporting events. Mainstream 

media outlets regularly publish sports betting lines and point spreads. Voters in New Jersey overwhelmingly voiced their support for 

legal sports betting in a 2011 referendum. Governor Chris Christie of New Jersey recently signed a bill authorizing sports betting at 

local casinos and horse racetracks, a law the N.B.A. and other leagues have opposed – and federal court has blocked – because it 

violates Paspa. Outside of the United States, sports betting and other forms of gambling are popular, widely legal and subject to 

regulation. In England, for example, a sports bet can be placed on a smartphone, at a stadium kiosk or even using a television remote 

control. 

In light of these domestic and global trends, the laws on sports betting should be changed. Congress should adopt a federal 

framework that allows states to authorize betting on professional sports, subject to strict regulatory requirements and technological 

safeguards. These requirements would include: mandatory monitoring and reporting of unusual betting-line movements; a licensing 

protocol to ensure betting operators are legitimate; minimum-age verification measures; geo-blocking technology to ensure betting is 

available only where it is legal; mechanisms to identify and exclude people with gambling problems; and education about responsible 

gaming. Without a comprehensive federal solution, state measures such as New Jersey’s recent initiative will be both unlawful and 

bad public policy. 

Let me be clear: Any new approach must ensure the integrity of the game. One of my most important responsibilities as 

commissioner of the N.B.A. is to protect the integrity of professional basketball and preserve public confidence in the league and our 

sport. I oppose any course of action that would compromise those objectives.  

But I believe that sports betting should be brought out of the underground and into the sunlight where it can be appropriately 

monitored and regulated.   *Adam Silver is the commissioner of the National Basketball Association 

 

26.     Why does Silver include information about other countries that allow betting on sports? 

a.    to offer support of how other countries successful integrated betting in sports and that the United States should enact laws and 

legislation that would allow betting to be appropriately integrated in sports 

b.    to show that other countries are discouraged from traveling to the United States because the U.S. does not allow betting, which can 

affect peoples’ livelihoods 

c.   to show that while the United States is a leader in other areas of interest and entertainment and if the U.S. does not partake in betting, 

then they are showing weakness 

d.      to demonstrate that the United States should follow other countries in regards to betting, because otherwise the United States will 

seem inadequate and behind 

  

27.     What is Silver’s main argument/purpose? 

a.   to demonstrate how all people are prone to gambling and will find a way to gamble, regardless of laws preventing it 

b.   to reveal his outrage with other countries’ advancements ahead of the United States, a country that others idealize 

c.  to show that he supports legalizing gambling as long as laws and regulations are put into place to secure the honor and  

  truthfulness of sports 

d.      to represent his insecurities about legalizing gambling as it can lead to illegal bets and the ruination of the sanctity of the  

       sport 

  

28.    By referencing other countries that allow betting on sports, what appeal is Silver utilizing in his argument? 

a.       Ethos because he provides evidence of how he is knowledgeable in sports 

b.      Pathos because he wants the audience to feel sympathy for those who want to bet legally in the United States but who    



         can’t because of laws in place 

c.       Logos because he shows how other countries have successfully implemented legal gambling 

  

29.    One of the paragraphs states that, “These requirements would include: mandatory monitoring and reporting of unusual betting-

line movements; a licensing protocol to ensure betting operators are legitimate; minimum-age verification measures; geo-blocking 

technology to ensure betting is available only where it is legal; mechanisms to identify and exclude people with gambling 

problems; and education about responsible gaming.”  Using the context of the passage, what does the word legitimate mean?  

a.       appropriate and authentic 

b.      weak and new 

c.       fresh and uplifting 

d.      dangerous and unregulated 

  

30.    When Silver ends with, “But I believe that sports betting should be brought out of the underground and into the sunlight where it 

can be appropriately monitored and regulated.” What tone does he say this in? 

a.       Reasonable 

b.      Angry 

c.       Uplifting 

d.      Informative 

  

31.    Why does the author use “Let me be clear” in the second-to-last body paragraph? 

a.       To intimidate the reader into thinking the same way he does 

b.      To make sure there is no misunderstanding about his intentions 

c.       To clarify that he does not fully support legalization of sports betting 

d.      To argue that his opinions are justified and should be followed  

 

32.    Why is it so important to note that the author, Adam Silver, is the N.B.A. commissioner? 

a.       It appeals to pathos since the writer of the article writes so strongly about the sport (basketball) that he loves so much that it 

incites passion and other emotional responses from the reader. Because Adam Silver loves basketball so much, then we should love 

basketball. 

b.      It appeals to ethos because it establishes Adam Silver as a credible source arguing that gambling should be allowed in sports. If 

Adam Silver believes it should be legal, then we should think it should be legal. 

c.       It appeals to logos because it gives facts and statistics about Adam Silver being in charge of the N.B.A. and therefore, logically 

we should follow what he believes about issues in regards to basketball.  Since Adam Silver believes in the N.B.A. moving forward 

with other countries, we should think it’s logical to move forward with other countries in betting. 

  

33.    According to Silver even though it’s illegal, sports betting is still occurring. What can you infer is a reason for this? 

a.       Stricter laws need to be put into place to restrict athletes from betting on their own sports games 

b.      People will continue to break the laws to partake in events and activities that they can financially gain from 

c.       Separate states like New Jersey are allowing betting if the state’s government deems it is alright 

d.      Athletes are eager to financially benefit more than just their salary and have friends and family bet in other countries on their 

games 

  

34.    Why might professional sports oppose sports betting? 

a.       because they don’t want people to spend more money on gambling instead of on sports tickets 

b.      because they are worried that fans will become hostile towards the sports teams if they lose money on them 

c.       because it might negatively affect the players, coaches, fans, and sports through human behavior 

d.      because it might welcome the legalization of other illegal activities and negatively impact United States society 

  

35.   What is a suggestion that Silver has for integrating legal sports betting into the United States? 

a.       Allowing individual states to have control over whether or not betting is legal in that individual state 

b.      Assigning more law enforcement sports officials to monitor the integrity of the players and coaches 

c.       Commissioning extra sports workers to monitor the sports teams for illegal habits and behaviors 

d.      Hiring motivational speakers to give lectures on appropriate behaviours within sports betting to coaches and teams 

 



PASSAGE #3 

"Biometric Surveillance Means Someone is Always Watching" (Abridged)-Kyle Chayka; April 17, 2014 

 

From 2008 to 2010, as Edward Snowden has revealed, the National Security Agency (NSA) collaborated with the British Government 

Communications Headquarters to seize the webcam footage of over 1.8 million Yahoo users.  

 

The agencies were analyzing images they downloaded from webcams and scanning them for known terrorists who might be using the 

service to communicate, matching faces from the footage to suspects with the help of a new technology called face recognition.  

 

The outcome was pure chaos, with innocent people being caught in the surveillance trap. In fact, in attempting to find faces, the 

Pentagon's Optic Nerve program recorded webcam sex by its unknowing targets—up to 11 percent of the material the program 

collected was "undesirable nudity" that employees were warned not to access, according to documents. And that's just the beginning 

of what face recognition technology might mean for us in the digital era. 

  

Over the past decade, face recognition has become a fast-growing commercial industry, moving from its governmental origins—

programs like Optic Nerve—into everyday life. The technology is being pitched as an effective tool for securely confirming identities, 

with the financial backing of a new Washington lobbying firm, the Secure Identity & Biometrics Association (SIBA). 

  

To some, face recognition sounds nonthreatening, even convenient. Wander into a retail store and be greeted with personalized 

product suggestions—the store's network has a record of what you bought last time. Facebook already uses face recognition to 

recommend which friends to tag in your photos. 

  

But the technology has a dark side. The U.S. government is in the process of building the world's largest collection of face recognition 

data, with the goal of identifying every person in the country. Today's laws don't protect Americans from having their webcams 

scanned for facial data. 

  

Not That Perfect 

Face recognition systems have two components: an algorithm and a database. The algorithm is a computer program that takes an 

image of a face and deconstructs it into a series of landmarks and proportional patterns—the distance between eye centers, for 

example. This process of turning unique biological characteristics into measurable data is known as biometrics. 

  

Together, the facial data points create a "face-print" that, like a fingerprint, is unique to each individual. Face recognition technology 

makes that metaphor literal. "We can extrapolate [gather] enough data from the eye and nose region, from ear to ear, to build a 

demographic profile," including an individual's age range, gender and ethnicity, says Kevin Haskins, a business development manager 

at the face recognition company Cognitec. 

  

Face-prints are collected into databases, and a computer program compares a new image or piece of footage with the database for 

matches. Cognitec boasts a match accuracy rate of 98.75 percent, an increase of over 20 percent over the past decade. Facebook 

recently achieved 97.25 percent accuracy after acquiring biometrics company Face.com in 2012. 

  

So far, the technology has its limits. "The naïve [innocent] layman thinks face recognition is out there and can catch you anytime, 

anywhere, and your identity is not anonymous anymore," says Paul Schuepp, the co-founder of Animetrics, a decade-old face 

recognition company based in New Hampshire. How face recognition is already being used hints at just how pervasive [widespread] it 

could become. The Seattle police department is already applying the technology to identify suspects on video footage. 

  

The most [futuristic] example might be NameTag, a startup that launched in February promising to embed face recognition in 

wearable computers like Google Glass. The software would allow you to look across a crowded bar and identify the anonymous cutie 

you are scoping out. The controversial company also brags that its product can identify sex offenders on sight. 

  

As the scale of face recognition grows, there's a chance it could take its place in the technological landscape as seamlessly as the 

iPhone.  

  

Inescapable Security Net 



By licensing their technology to everyone from military defense contractors to Internet start-ups, companies like Cognitec and 

Animetrics are churning a global biometrics industry that will grow to $20 billion by 2020, according to Janice Kephart, the founder 

of SIBA. With funding from a coalition [partnership] of face recognition businesses, SIBA launched in February 2014 to "educate 

folks about the reality of biometrics, bridging the gap between Washington and the industry," says Kephart, who previously worked as 

a counsel to the 9/11 Commission. America is falling way behind the rest of the world." 

  

Kephart believes biometric technology could have prevented the 9/11 attacks (which she says "caused a surge" in the biometrics 

industry) and Edward Snowden's NSA leaks. She emphasizes the technology's protective capabilities rather than its potential for 

surveillance. "Consumers will begin to see that biometrics delivers privacy and security at the same time," she says. 

  

It's this pairing of seeming opposites that makes face recognition so difficult to grapple [deal] with. An error in the face recognition 

system could cause the ultimate in identity theft, with a Miley Cyrus look-alike dining on Miley's dime or a hacker giving your digital 

passport (and citizenship) to a stranger. 

  

Some in government express concern over the potential for abuse. U.S. Senator Al Franken, D-Minn., has become a leading figure in 

the debate, noting in 2013 that face recognition "has profound implications for privacy"—namely, that there won't be any. In a 

February 2014 letter to NameTag, he urged the company to delay its product "until best practices for facial recognition technology are 

established." 

  

Franken's suggestion points out the biggest problem with face recognition's future. Legal boundaries for the technology have not been 

set; we know that public face recognition data is being collected, but we don't know how it is being accessed or used.  

Contrary to Kephart's assertions, the federal government has been quite busy with biometrics. This summer, the FBI is focusing on 

face recognition with the fourth step of its Next Generation Identification (NGI) program, a $1.2 billion initiative launched in 2008 to 

build the world's largest biometric database. By 2013, the database held 73 million fingerprints, 5.7 million palm prints, 8.1 million 

mug shots and 8,500 iris scans. Interfaces [boundaries] to access the system are being provided free of charge to local law 

enforcement authorities. 

  

Jennifer Lynch, staff attorney for the privacy-focused Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF), notes there were at least 14 million 

photographs in the NGI face recognition database as of 2012. What's more, the NGI database makes no distinction between criminal 

biometrics and those collected for civil service jobs. By 2015, the FBI estimates that NGI will include 46 million criminal face images 

and 4.3 million civil face images. The statistics hint at the sheer scale of the face recognition infrastructure under construction—in one 

year, over 20 million Americans could be put into the system. 

  

Documents also show that Michigan, Florida, Kansas, South Carolina, South Dakota, Hawaii and Maryland likely have already 

incorporated their criminal mug-shot databases into the system and that 11 more states are in discussions to work with NGI, including 

New York. 

  

In a world where any camera could be used to grab a face-print, it's impossible to know where your identity will end up. To assert 

control, we must determine if we have a right to our own faces. 

Warrantless Collection 

Some legal precedents suggest that we do have [some] control over personal biometric data. The 1969 Supreme Court case Davis v. 

Mississippi determined that using fingerprints (a form of biometrics) obtained without a warrant or probable cause for arrest cannot be 

used in court. Likewise, "the warrantless collection and use of face-prints by law enforcement is unlikely to overcome the hurdle of 

the Fourth Amendment," Kirill Levashov writes in The Columbia Science and Technology Law Review. (The collection of biometrics 

from individuals who have been legally arrested is protected under cases like 2013's Maryland v. King.) 

  

Yet despite cases like Davis v. Mississippi, noncriminal biometric information is already being included in criminal investigations, 

according to Lynch. "Law enforcement agencies are already using Department of Motor Vehicles databases," she says. "We know that 

law enforcement agencies including the FBI are searching those databases for criminal purposes"—meaning that any time citizens 

have their photo taken in a governmental capacity, whether it's a background check or a driver's license, their faces are liable to be 

analyzed by NGI. 

  



In the private sector, efforts are being made to ensure face recognition isn't abused, but standards are similarly vague. A 2012 Federal 

Trade Commission report recommends that companies should obtain "affirmative express consent before collecting or using biometric 

data from facial images." Facebook collects face-prints by default, but users can opt out of having their face-prints collected. 

  

"There should be laws to prevent misuse of biometric data by the government and by private companies.”  

Impossible to Be Anonymous 

What would a world look like with comprehensive [widespread] biometric surveillance? "If cameras connected to databases can do 

face recognition, it will become impossible to be anonymous in society," Lynch says. It's the ultimate fulfillment of Big Brother 

paranoia. 

  

A mistaken face-print algorithm could mark the wrong people as criminals and force them to escape the [danger] of their own image. 

  

If biometric surveillance is allowed to proliferate [expand] unchecked, the only option left is to protect yourself from it. If cameras can 

tell a person's identity, background and whereabouts, what's to stop the algorithms from making the same mistakes as governmental 

authorities, giving racist or sexist biases a machine-driven excuse?  

 

36.  What is the purpose of this article? 

a. To emphasize that biometric surveillance has limitations 

b. To illustrate how the NSA (National Security Agency) is making efforts to protect private citizens from biometric surveillance abuse  

c. To inform private citizens of the power and pitfalls of biometric surveillance 

d. To warn private citizens that the government is using biometric surveillance to monitor them. 

  

37. What is the tone of this article? 

            a. Accusing 

            b. Regretful 

            c. Ridiculing 

            d. Concerned 

  

38.  Which quotation best demonstrates the tone of this piece? 

a.       “We know that public face recognition data is being collected, but we don't know how it is being accessed or used.” 

b.      “And that's just the beginning of what face recognition technology might mean for us in the digital era.” 

c.       “Together, the facial data points create a "face-print" that, like a fingerprint, is unique to each individual.” 

d.      “Interfaces [boundaries] to access the system are being provided free of charge to local law enforcement authorities.” 

  

39.  It can reasonably be inferred from the passage that … 

a.       Biometric surveillance has significant flaws requiring tighter regulations. 

b.      Biometric surveillance’s benefits outweigh its drawbacks. 

c.       A and B  

d.      Neither A nor B 

  

40.  The article states "’If cameras connected to databases can do face recognition, it will become impossible to be anonymous 

in society,’ Lynch says. It's the ultimate fulfillment of Big Brother paranoia.” The author is implying that 

a.       Privacy will only be available to those who can afford to protect themselves. 

b.      Criminals will be much easier to track and prosecute. 

c.       The government will soon require surveillance equipment in all public places. 

d.      People will be filled with constant suspicion and fear of everyone and everything. 

  

41.   The following quotes are an example of which argumentative appeal?  

·      “biometric technology could have prevented the 9/11 attacks” 

·      “A mistaken face-print algorithm could mark the wrong people as criminals” 

·      “the only option left is to protect yourself from it” 

a.       Ethos 

b.      Pathos 

c.       Logos 



  

42.  In paragraph 7, the author states that the computer “takes an image of a face and deconstructs it into a series of landmarks 

and proportional patterns…”  Based on the context of this paragraph, to what does the term landmark refer? 

a.       Replica of historically significant location 

b.      Grid pattern of vertical and horizontal lines 

c.       Distinctive facial characteristics 

d.      Computerized image of an individual’s DNA map 

  

43.  When Janice Kephart, founder of Secure Identity & Biometrics Association (SIBA) says, “Consumers will begin to see that 

biometrics delivers privacy and security at the same time," she is attempting to achieve which of the following? 

a.       Persuade individuals to invest in her Washington based lobbying firm 

b.      Emphasize the benefits of this new technology   

c.       Encourage law enforcement to embrace biometrics 

d.      Prevent possible abusive situations 

  

44.   According to the article, which of the following presents the biggest challenge for the future of face recognition 

technology? 

a.       “it is impossible to know where your identity will end up” 

b.      “fingerprints without a warrant cannot be used in court” 

c.       “Facebook collects face-prints by default, but users can opt out of having their face-prints collected.” 

d.      “Legal boundaries for the technology have not been set;” 

  

45.  The last paragraph of the article states:  “If biometric surveillance is allowed to proliferate [expand] unchecked, the only 

option left is to protect yourself from it. If cameras can tell a person's identity, background and whereabouts, what's to stop the 

algorithms from making the same mistakes as governmental authorities, giving racist or sexist biases a machine-driven excuse?”  

The author is suggesting that 

a.       Face recognition systems have the potential to encourage certain forms of discrimination. 

b.      Face recognition systems could fail, allowing criminals to infiltrate society. 

c.       Face recognition systems could encourage a rise in terrorist activity in the U.S. 

d.      Face recognition systems could make theft identity and easier crime to commit. 

 

PASSAGE #4 

 “Meeting the Challenge of Senate Bill 16”Meeting the Challenge of Senate Bill 16Posted by Liz Chaplin for Illinois, 

Community Contributor By Community Contributor Liz Chaplin for Illinois 

Our local school districts face a serious threat from Illinois Senate Bill 16, which would slash an estimated $480 million in 

state aid from 474 school districts, including those in Downers Grove, Naperville and Lisle. Preliminary estimates suggest that 

Community High School District 99 along with its five associated sender districts would see a reduction in state funding of just under 

$11 million dollars per year. Naperville CUSD 203 could lose over $9 million dollars per year.  

            On the other hand, SB16 increases state aid by an estimated $480 million to the other 466 Illinois school districts, essentially 

reshuffling the deck on school funding. SB16 does not restore any of the millions of dollars in state aid that have been cut in recent 

years, cuts that have totaled over $600 million dollars in recent years. 

 "SB16 in its current form is totally and entirely unacceptable," said Liz Chaplin, Democratic candidate for the Illinois House of 

Representatives in the 81st District. "Every school within the 81st District will experience a devastating reduction in general state aid 

funding if SB16 is enacted into law."  

            While SB16 is an unacceptable solution to our state's school funding problem, the status quo also is unacceptable. "Illinois is 

not providing adequate, equitable, transparent, and accountable distribution of state aid to every school district in the state," Chaplin 

said. "When it comes to government spending, we must be relentless in holding down costs. That effort can never stop," Chaplin 

continued. "But when we are talking about our schools and our children's future, at some point we should be willing to acknowledge 

that we also have a revenue problem." 

             The recommended budget presented to General Assembly in June proposed sufficient funding to increase aid to those districts 

that "win" under SB16 while avoiding the devastating cuts our local districts now face. Unfortunately, 81st District Rep. Ron Sandack 



of Downers Grove voted against the recommended budget. Had that budget passed, our local schools wouldn't be facing the threat of 

SB16 today.  

            Chaplin believes the best long-term solution is for the state to fully fund education for all Illinois school districts. She agrees 

with Community School District 99, which issued a statement contrasting SB16 with a similar Massachusetts bill which provided $1 

billion in new money to smooth the transition to their new formula. "We believe the solution is not to take from some to give to others, 

but rather for the State of Illinois to fully fund education, rather than ranking 50th in the nation in education funding," according to the 

District 99 statement. 

             Liz Chaplin believes increasing education funding in Illinois will allow us to preserve our strong local schools without 

denying adequate and equitable school funding to the children of Kankakee, Waukegan, Urbana and many other communities. She has 

the courage to acknowledge that "yes, we must be relentless in holding down costs but we also need to accept that public education in 

Illinois does have a revenue problem."  

            Residents of the 81st District deserve a state representative who is courageous enough to increase education funding in Illinois 

while being mindful of containing costs. Liz Chaplin is that candidate.  

 

46.  What is the purpose of this article? 

 a. To increase support for Senate Bill 16 

 b. To bring attention to increased government funding to suburban school districts 

 c. To demonstrate how Liz Chaplin, a candidate for election to the Illinois General Assembly, is a staunch opponent of Senate Bill 16 

 d. To highlight that Illinois is ahead of the curve in formulating educational policy. 

  

47. What is the overall idea of this article? 

            a. Senate Bill 16 will adversely impact schools in suburban Illinois. 

            b. Senate Bill 16 will adversely impact schools south of I-80. 

            c. Senate Bill 16 will increase funding to all schools in Illinois. 

            d. The Naperville School District could lose $9 million in funding. 

  

48. What is the tone of this article? 

            a. Amused 

            b. Nostalgic 

            c. Remorseful 

            d. Concerned 

  

49.  Which quotation best demonstrates the tone of this piece? 

a. "Every school within the 81st District will experience a devastating reduction in general state aid funding if SB16 is enacted into law."  

b. "Illinois is not providing adequate, equitable, transparent, and accountable distribution of state aid to every school district in the state." 

c. “Our local school districts face a serious threat from Illinois Senate Bill 16, which would slash an estimated $480 million in state aid from   

       474 school districts, including those in Downers Grove, Naperville and Lisle.” 

d. All of the above 

  

50.  How might audiences attack the credibility of this article? 

            a. It’s not from a reputable news outlet. 

            b. There is obvious bias. 

            c. It would be difficult to substantiate the figures in this article. 

            d. It does not acknowledge the counterargument. 

  

51. What argumentative appeal does the author use to establish their argument? 

            a. Ethos 

            b. Logos 

            c. Pathos 

  

52.  Which of the following quotations is an example of logos? 

a. “Our local school districts face a serious threat from Illinois Senate Bill 16, which would slash an estimated $480 million in state aid from 

474 school districts… On the other hand, SB16 increases state aid by an estimated $480 million to the other 466 Illinois school districts, 

essentially reshuffling the deck on school funding.” 

b. "But when we are talking about our schools and our children's future, at some point we should be willing to acknowledge that we also 

have a revenue problem." 



 c. “Residents of the 81st District deserve a state representative who is courageous enough to increase education funding in Illinois while 

being mindful of containing costs.” 

 d. None of the above 

  

53.  Which of the following quotations is an example of pathos? 

a. “Our local school districts face a serious threat from Illinois Senate Bill 16, which would slash an estimated $480 million in state aid from 

474 school districts… On the other hand, SB16 increases state aid by an estimated $480 million to the other 466 Illinois school districts, 

essentially reshuffling the deck on school funding.” 

b. "But when we are talking about our schools and our children's future, at some point we should be willing to acknowledge that we also 

have a revenue problem." 

c. “Residents of the 81st District deserve a state representative who is courageous enough to increase education funding in Illinois while 

being mindful of containing costs.” 

d. None of the above 

  

54.  What is the counterargument for this piece? 

a. There is nothing wrong with educational funding in Illinois. 

b. The status quo is unacceptable. Something must be done to help all schools in Illinois receive proper funding to prepare students for future 

endeavors. 

c. Illinois ranks in the top 10% of states that fund public education. 

d. Schools south of I-80 deserve a little extra help. 

  

55.  How does the author refute the counterargument? 

            a. The property tax in the suburban areas is low and needs to be supplemented by additional state aid. 

            b. Senate Bill 16 will take quite some time to go into effect, so we shouldn’t worry about it quite yet. 

            c. The best long-term solution is for the state to fully fund education for all Illinois school districts. 

            d. Only Liz Chaplin has the necessary skill set to solve this problem. 

 

 

 

Passage #5 
Alfred Morris on offensive rap music: ‘It’s a lot of nonsense’ 

By Sarah Kogod June 12, 2013 

There were some parts of my conversation with Alfred Morris that didn’t make it into yesterday’s story, mostly for the sake of brevity. One 

of those things was a chat about music. 

“A lot of people just hear music, but they don’t really listen,” he said, while flipping through songs on his phone. “They hear the beats and 

stuff, but they don’t listen to the words. If you listen to the words, they say some crazy stuff. I’m not going to listen to that. A lot of times 

they’re just bragging anyway, like, ‘I got this girl, that girl.’ Or this much money they dropped on a car. It’s a lot of nonsense.” 

The Redskins running back listed Coldplay and The Fray as his favorite bands, said he enjoys old school Barry White and Marvin Gaye, and 

listens to contemporary Christian music most often. He also said there is very little rap on his playlists. 

“They listen to it all the time in the locker room,” he said. “I don’t knock it. They’ve got some nice beats and stuff, but some stuff I’m like, 

really? They’re gonna say that? I hate when they use the ‘B word’ towards women. Like Rick Ross in that one song, talking about putting 

something in a girl’s drink and taking her home. That’s not cool.” 

He’s talking about Ross’s controversial tune “U.O.E.N.O.” I think we can all agree that no, that isn’t cool. 

I think the problem isn’t rap, just guys like Rick Ross. I’m partial to Talib Kweli, but I’m sure you readers can suggest some more conscious 

artists for Morris to download. 

56. What is Alfred Morris’ attitude towards rap music? 

a. Irrational. 

b. Critical  

c. Approving 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/dc-sports-bog/wp/2013/05/30/rgiiis-playlist-for-redskins-ota-sessions/
http://www.theroot.com/buzz/reebok-drops-rick-ross-over-date-rape-lyrics


d. Grave. 

 

57. In the first paragraph, Sarah Kogad says, “There were some parts of my conversation with Alfred Morris that didn’t make it 

into yesterday’s story, mostly for the sake of brevity.” In context, the word “brevity” is best interpreted to mean 

 a. perfection 

 b. looking stylish 

 c. keeping a work concise or brief 

 d. ignorance 

 

 

Passage #6 

An Excerpt from “The Social Significance of Rap & Hip-Hop Culture,” Becky Blanchard 

Poverty & Prejudice: Media and Race 

Though not new themes, many of the aspects of rap that have been pointed out by politicians as "objectionable"--violence, misogyny, and 

homophobia in the lyrics and lifestyles of some rappers--may be seen as a function of rap's commodification. While rappers struggle to "keep 

it real"--a term which reminds those inside hip-hop to be true to their roots--some admit that many rappers do as their record labels wish--

simply, they write lyrics that sell. In an audience which has become increasingly ethnically and economically diverse, business-minded 

rappers have been pressured to take on the limited roles that have proven profitable for young, African-American male artists--that of the 

"pimp", the "gansta", and the "playa." According to African-American musician Michael Franti, "In order to be real, we don’t all have to be 

the same. Through the commercialization of today's music, there is a lot of pressure for young black men to conform to very specific roles."  

The commodification of rap has allowed large paychecks and platinum records to erase the historical, social, and economic contexts, out of 

which rap has emerged, from public consciousness. According to Davey D, "The business of music has bastardized rap." From its roots as 

resistance against slavery to its connection to the reggae movement in Jamaica to the appearance of rappers as modern-day griots, rap has 

traditionally been the music of the subjugated African-American working class. While it is important to celebrate hip-hop culture today as 

inclusive of vastly diverse ethnic and economic groups, it is equally important to recognize and preserve the function that rap has served for 

its original community. In order to understand the themes and forms of rap music, it is important to follow the history of African-Americans 

from their beginnings in West Africa, to their enslavement throughout the early history of the United States, to their struggles against racial 

prejudice and segregation after Emancipation, to the continuing battles against de facto economic segregation and reclamation of cultural 

identity of many African-Americans today. 

58. What is Becky Blanchard’s attitude towards rap music? 

a. Irrational  

b. Optimistic   

c. Respectful 

d. Agitated  

 

59. By highlighting the historical roots of rap music and its modern manifestation, Blanchard makes the argument that  

a. Rap music used to be much better. 

b. Rap music is no longer culturally significant.  

c. Rap music is meant to represent only the modern black community. 

d. Rap music is a complex and ever-changing genre. 

 

60. What is similar about the subject matter of Kogod and Blanchard’s articles? 

a. They both talk about how rap has changed over the decades.  

b. They both talk about the struggle of the black community. 

c. They both talk about the limited roles/topics portrayed in modern rap. 

d. They both talk about how other music is superior to rap. 

 

61. What would be the best description of how Kogod and Blanchard’s language differs? 

a. Kogod uses informal language while Blanchard’s language is more formal. 

b. Kogod uses unprofessional language while Blanchard’s language is more appropriate. 

c. Kogod uses childish language while Blanchard’s language is more like that of an adult’s. 

d. Kogod uses serious language while Blanchard’s language is more playful. 

 

62. What is different about the purpose of the two articles? 

a. Kogod’s article is meant to inform and Blanchard’s article is meant to entertain.   

b. Kogod’s article is meant to entertain and Blanchard’s article is meant to persuade.   

c. Kogod’s article is meant to caution and Blanchard’s article is meant to reassure.   

d. Kogod’s article is meant to persuade and Blanchard’s article is meant to educate.   

 

63. Why does Kogod challenge her readers to “suggest some more conscious artists for Morris to download”? 



a. She wants her readers to send e-mails to Alfred Morris. 

b. She wants to look impartial on the subject of offensive rap. 

c. She wants to convince Alfred Morris to like rap. 

d. She likes people sharing music. 

 

64. Why does Blanchard quote the musician Michael Franti? 

a. She wants to quote a friend 

b. He was the only person that would talk to her. 

c. She likes Franti’s music. 

d. She wants to cite a source in the rap industry. 

 

65. Questions 8 and 9 both discuss devices the corresponding authors use to affect their reader. What effect are both authors 

trying to achieve? 

a. They both want to entertain their reader.  

b. They both want to convince their reader of their point. 

c. They both want to establish credibility with their reader. 

d. They both want to impress their reader. 

 

66. Which argument was more effective/persuasive and why? 

a. Kogod because she uses language to which her audience can relate. 

b. Blanchard because she cites relevant evidence. 

c. Kogod because she cites a credible source. 

d. Blanchard because she uses a more formal tone.  

 

 

  

 


