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 Outcome B Benchmark 2 Conspiracy Theory Presentation 
This project asks you to examine and evaluate one of the many 

conspiracy theories that have flourished in contemporary 

culture. Conspiracy theories are just that – theories, not 

statements of fact like scientific and social scientific theories 

that are subject to testing and revision. For this project we are 

drawing a line between factually established conspiracies, such 

as the Watergate cover-up, and unproven and improvable 

conspiracies, such as the Kennedy assassination and alien life 

forms and UFOs. Conspiracy theories influence not only how 

people see the world, but how they act in it. Even though 

conspiracy theories often involve ludicrous, sinister, or grossly 

exaggerated explanations of the course of human events, they 

often express serious underlying tensions, prejudices, and 

apprehensions on the part of those who perpetuate them.  

 
Outcomes   
Apply critical thinking skills in the analysis of conspiracy theories 

 Assess the validity of evidence used in support of 

conspiracy theories (evaluate ethos, logos, pathos; 

evaluate tone/language authors use) 

 Evaluate conspiracy arguments in terms of what logical 

arguments exist 

 Evaluate conspiracy theory arguments for fallacies and 

problems of logic 

 

Presentation Requirements 

 Source requirement:  six sources per conspiracy theory  

 Time requirement: minimum FOUR minutes- 5 minutes 

for a group of 2, minimum of SIX minutes for group of 3 

 Visual component requirement; Visuals are not large note 

cards to be read to the audience.  Only captions or titles are needed. TWELVE slides minimum.  

o Title page, thesis page, slides with evidence (visuals, main points about ideas to address from list below), 

works cited slide (one for entire group in MLA format) 

 Must type an individual outline/script with parenthetical citations.  Outlines must be submitted to turnitin.com.  Make 

sure you are NOT copying and pasting from research. 

Ideas to Address (all of these things must be covered; use this as a rough outline) 

 Overview of the conspiracy 

 Historical background/overview of the actual event that inspires the conspiracy 

 Key evidence supporting the conspiracy theory 

o Explain the most credible and compelling source/evidence (how is effective rhetoric used to support the claim 

in the sources that you have read? + How do the authors of your sources effectively use language/tone to 

persuade audience of their theory?) 

o Explain the craziest and lest credible source/evidence   

 

 Discuss the obvious flaws in the theory (arguments that show this theory is false) [how do authors use rhetoric to 

disprove the claims of conspiracy theorists or expose biases? Use specific evidence] 

 End with a determination:  do you think this theory is possibly true, or is it utter nonsense?  

 

Research and Source Quality 

Googling a topic or doing a Wikipedia search should never constitute an end result of your research. This is especially true 

given the need to read and evaluate evidence provided by conspiracy theorists. Regardless of the questionable nature of the 

topics, Wikipedia should never show up on your works cited.  

 

 
 Possible Conspiracy Theories  

 The JFK Assassination  

 9/11 Cover Up  

 Area 51 and the Aliens  

 Secret Societies Control the World (Illuminati, 

Skull & Bones, Freemasons, etc.)  

 The Moon Landings Were Faked  

 Bigfoot  

 Loch Ness Monster  

 MH370 Flight  

 Paul McCartney is Dead  

 The Reptilian Elite  

 Global Warming is a Hoax  

 Tupac is Alive  

 Elvis is Alive  

 PanAm Flight 103  

 MK-Ultra  

 GMO Conspiracy  

 John Lennon killed by the CIA  

 Shakespeare was not Shakespeare  

 Yuri Gagarin wasn’t the first person to enter 

space  

 Phantom Time Hypothesis  

 US Airforce Chemtrails  

 



Name: _________________________________________________ Class Period: __________________ 
 

Due Dates: 

Outline (turnitin.com):    Thursday, October 26th  

Visual Aid (turnitin.com):  Friday, October 27th @ 11:59PM 

Presentations:    Monday, October 30th-Wednesday, November 1st   

*Students will be graded for the actual speech on an individual basis.  

 

Textual Support (Approximately 15% of speech)       _____/25 
a. Incorporated Quotes and/or Paraphrasing from the credible sources (10 points) 

b. All quotes/paraphrases related to the topic (5 points) 

c. All quotes/paraphrases are used accurately 

d. Textual Supports-EMBED and CITE quotes, explain significance, clarify connection to topic sentence 

and thesis, analysis is thorough and not just summarizing the quote (10 points) 

**DON’T say, “This quote shows…” “My first quote says…”, “A quote I found…” “One of my quotes” 

 

Presentation/Speech           _____/30 

a. Visual Aid- Visual aid consists of at least 10 slides (thesis slide, overview slide, credible evidence slides 

– 1 per point ~ at least 2, craziest evidence slides – 1 per point ~at least 2, refutation slides – 1 per 

point/counterargument, evaluation slide~ at least 2, works cited slide) (10 points) 

b. Preparation-Speaker is obviously prepared and takes presentation seriously (2 points) 

c. Speaker uses ONLY notecards while presenting (2 points) 

d. Body Language-Maintains eye contact for majority of presentation (5 points) 

1. -Does NOT fidget throughout presentation 

e. Voice-Speaks clearly and at an appropriate volume  (4 points) 

f. Uses strong voice modulation (does not use monotone voice) (2 points) 

g. Vocabulary-All words are pronounced correctly (2 points) 

h. Pauses/Flow-Pauses are effective. No awkward pauses. No overuse/underuse dramatic pauses 

i. -Smooth flow and even pace (2 points) 

i. Avoids Fillers-Does not use “um, er, uh, like, you know” etc.  (1 point: -2 per filler overused) 

 

Organization            _____/10 

a. Introduction (identify the general topic and how it is relevant today) and Conclusion Statements (2 points 

each=4) 

b. Thesis Statement of the speech addresses the topic, sources, and effectiveness of both sources (2 points) 

c. Transitions and Topic Sentences are used throughout the speech to signify changes in topic (4 points) 

d. Proper leads-ins are used prior to quotes to introduce the context and speaker of the quote (See Textual 

Support) 

 

Analysis            _____/20 

a. Goes beyond summarizing what sources are saying: ANALYZES them (5 points)  

b. Proper Argumentative Terminology is used/analyzed (Word choice/Ethos/Pathos/Logos) to assess     

effectiveness of sources (5 points) 

c. Uses sources to support claim and/or address counterargument (5 points) 

d. Analysis is accurate and well thought through (beyond surface) (5 points) 

         

MLA Format            _____/15 
a. Works Cited Page – 6 sources (minimum): 2 per group member; for 3- 3 per partner  (12 points TOTAL) 

b. Proper format (Purdue OWL) (3 points)   

 

____________/100 

*Presentation and or outline is not submitted in a timely manner: -10% per day late 

 


