
English IV 

                                                                                         Snapshot Speech Assignment 

You will work with a partner (your choice- choose wisely) to complete this assignment.  The Snapshot speeches are short speeches (3 

minutes in length) regarding an issue/topic/event/person that is considered unethical.   You and your partner will have two days in the lab 

to research and create your presentation, however, if two days is not enough, you will have to complete the assignment outside of class.  

You will need to collaborate outside of school, either through Office 365, email, phone, or meeting in order to complete the requirements. 

Requirements 

3-4 MINUTE SPEECH: You need to present a three-four minute speech on your topic and arguing why the topic is unethical.  Your 

speech must be well prepared, within the said time-frame, articulate, accurate, argumentative, and cohesive.  You and your partner need to 

utilize public speaking presence, such as eye contact, posture, rate, volume, etc. You do not need to memorize; you are permitted the use of 

note-cards.  However, note cards are the only item you can have with you while presenting.   

 

VISUAL AID: Your visual aid is two PowerPoint slides: the first slide is a title slide (names, course and period, topic); the second slide 

has no words.  So, this is one image.  You can create a collage of images or simply use a solitary image; this is up to you and your partner.  

The image will be projected while you are delivering your speech.  The PowerPoint must be appropriate.  You must email your 

PowerPoint slide to your teacher by _____________________.  If your slide is in any way inappropriate, you will not be able to show it to 

the class, and you will not receive credit for this portion of the assignment.   

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY: You and your partner must submit an Annotated Bibliography, MLA format, with two reputable 

sources. (so, 1 each) You are not permitted to use blogs, and you should be wary of websites.  Stick to educational websites, databases, 

and news sources.  Please see the sample Annotated Bibliography in the PEHS Student Shared Drive.  Abstracts should be between 100-

200 words. Abstracts are not simply summaries; they are short explanations regarding how the source will be used in your speech. Entries 

are in alphabetical order, according to the MLA citation.  Utilize Purdue Owl website in order to be sure your MLA citations are accurate.  

You should also have a proper MLA heading and title.  An annotated bib has a full heading, titled Annotated Bibliography, has MLA 

source citation, and then the abstract.You should also have a proper MLA heading and title.  An annotated bib has a full heading, titled 

Annotated Bibliography, has MLA source citation, and then the abstract.  

Topics to choose from are as follows. No two groups will be completing the same topic.  

 

1. Offensive Music in the Operating Room. 

2. Should a Prisoner Be Placed on the Organ Transplant Waiting 

List? 

3. Drug Testing in Adolescents  

4. Limits of Youth Sports Training  

5. Teen Pregnancy and Confidentiality  

6. Evaluating the Risks and Benefits of Participation in High-

School Football  

7. Confidential Mental Health Treatment for Adolescents 

8. Withholding Information from an Adolescent  

9. Coping with a Child's Conduct Disorder  

10. An Adolescent with an Eating Disorder  

11. Should Children be asked to be Bone Marrow Donors for 

Siblings? 

12. Can a Minor Refuse Assent for Emergency Care? 

13. Youth Violence: Effective Screening and Prevention  

14. "I'm Sorry but You Can't Leave": Patients, Physicians, and 

Quarantine 

15. Monitoring Blogs: A New Dilemma for Psychiatrists 

16. Spare the Rod and Save the Child 

 

Rubric - This should be given to your teacher on the day of your speech 

Speech/Presentation      _____/15 

 Partnership follows speech requirements: 

 presentation skills, time, note-cards, and readiness 

 Informative, concise, and accurate information 

Visual Aid:        _____/5 

 Aid follows requirements: 

 slides, appropriate, accurate, direct correlation to topic 

Annotated Bibliography: 

 Follows MLA format and requirements (2 reputable sources) _____/15 

 Abstracts are clear and concise 

 Accurate MLA Citation         Total_____/35 Class-work Points 

Comments:  


