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Street Law Semester Study Guide 

1. Where do laws come from? 

Federal, state, local, administrative agencies, etc. 

2. What do civil and criminal courts have in common? 

Find facts, hear testimony, consider evidence, etc. 

3. Jury selection involves: 

Voir dire, preemptory challenges, and removal for cause of non-qualified candidates 

4. Define peremptory challenge (note: these cannot be used on the basis of race):  

Can get rid of a juror (each side has a limited amount) 

5. Define removal for cause: 

Can get rid of a juror for a specific reason (racial bias, relation to victim or defendant, etc.); striking a 

juror without stating a reason 

6. Define negligence and provide an example: 

When someone fails to use adequate care in a situation, ex. Texting while driving and getting into a car 

crash 

7. One of the main goals of our legal system is to protect basic _______ _______ (hint – all people 

have these) HUMAN RIGHTS 

8. What is solicitation?  

Trying to have someone commit a crime on your behalf, ex. Hiring a hitman to kill someone 

9. Define principal:  

Main perpetrator of a crime 

10. Define accomplice:  

Helps principal commit a crime 

11. Define accessory before the fact:  

Assists with set up for a crime 

12. Define accessory after the fact: 

Assists after crime has taken place  

13. What are some examples of noncriminal homicide?  



Self-defense, killing a soldier in a war, etc.; negligent homicide 

14. What are some examples of crimes against property?  

Larceny, vandalism, burglary, unauthorized use of motor vecicle 

15. What is an example of larceny?  

Shoplifting a jacket 

16. Define arson:  

Willful / malicious burning of someone’s property 

17. Define embezzlement:  

Taking money that was entrusted to you (I ask for donations for charity and then pocket the money 

instead); working a register and stealing money 

18. The Fifth amendment provides the defendant with:  

The right to a fair trial, right to not self-incriminate 

19. BEFORE a suspect is questioned by law enforcement, they must be read their… Miranda Rights 

20. Statements made by a defendant in custody before he or she has been given the Miranda rights 

are only admissible if…. They are repeated after being given their Miranda Rights 

21. Why might a judge consider a motion to change venues for a trial? If the community is hostile (ex. 

can’t find fair jurors because everyone knows the mayor and is biased) 

22. What is personal recognizance? When someone can be trusted in the judge’s opinion to return to their 

court in between the alleged crime and the trial because they have ties to the community 

23. What is due process? It basically means fairness, your rights are observed, etc. (jury trial in public, 

ability to confront witnesses, informed of rights and charges) 

24. Most criminal charges are resolved by a method known as (hint: not a trial) … Plea Bargains 

25. Define subpoena: A court order REQUIRING a witness to come testify in court 

26. If someone is granted immunity for testimony and they admit a role in a crime that has not yet 

been solved, can the prosecution charge them with a crime? NO 

27. What are the three purposes of criminal sentencing? Retribution, Rehabilitation, and Deterrence 

28. What is a mandatory minimum sentencing law (Hint: do these give judges more or less freedom to 

decide punishments?) It means that a judge has to give X # of years for a crime no matter the 

circumstances. It takes away judicial discretion. 

29. What is parole? When a prisoner is released from prison (but still in the Dept. of Corrections) to finish 

the remainder of their sentence outside of a jail cell, very restrictive, mixed results 



30. What is the current trending attitude towards current juvenile offenders? Hold them accountable 

for their crimes and maintain the safety of their community 

31. What is a status offender? If an action is considered a crime because of something such as your age, 

for example, a 14 year old buying cigarettes is illegal but a 30 year old doing the same thing is not 

32. For what reasons can a judge try a juvenile as an adult? The seriousness of the crime, age of the 

defendant, chances for rehabilitation, etc. 

33. What are plaintiffs in civil court looking for? Compensation / $ 

34. The burden of proof in a civil court is: preponderance of evidence 

35. Define adversary system: court system used in the United States 

36. Define motion: a request 

37. Define jury: fact finders, listen to testimony and decide fate of defendant 

38. Define acquaintance rape: sexual assault by someone who is known to the victim 

39. Define felony murder: any death that occurs within the context of a felony would be considered felony 

murder, it is considered equal to 1st degree murder 

40. Define first-degree murder: premeditated killing done with malice 

41. Define involuntary manslaughter: killing with no intent to kill, reckless behavior resulting in a death 

42. Define shoplifting: taking property from a store w/out paying 

43. Define forgery: falsely writing or altering a document with the intent to defraud 

44. Define alibi: defense used to say defendant did not commit the crime 

45. Define guilty but mentally ill (insanity defense): defendant would be sent to a mental hospital instead 

of prison, reason for committing crime was due to a mental illness 

46. Define duress: defense used to argue that defendant was threatened or coerced into committing a crime 

47. Define affidavit: sworn statement of facts 

48. Define exclusionary rule: illegally obtained evidence CANNOT be used in court 

49. What has to happen before a suspect can be interrogated (questioned)? Given their Miranda rights 

50. Define bail: $ used to secure release of a defendant prior to a trial 

51. Define indictment: being formally charged with a crime 

52. Define felony arraignment: hearing where defendant enters in their guilty or not guilty plea to a judge 

53. Define grand jury: group of people who decide if there is enough evidence to charge someone with a 

crime 



54. Define self-incrimination: 5th amendment protects you from testifying against yourself in a criminal 

trial 

55. Define immunity: you cannot be prosecuted for testimony as a witness if given immunity, even if you 

had a role in a crime 

56. Define jury nullification: up to the jury to disregard the law and decide the case in the interest of 

justice 

57. Define right to a speedy trial: cannot be held indefinitely without being given a trial 

58. Define restitution: $ or compensation that defendant must give to victim 

59. Define fine: $ given to government in response to broken law 

60. Define mitigating: means “less severe,” so any circumstances that makes a crime less bad than it would 

normally be considered  

61. Define probation: like parole but BEFORE any jail time is served instead of after; supervised release 

62. Define premiums: insurance payments 

63. Define class action: lawsuit brought on by one or a few people on behalf of a larger group 

64. Define contingency: payment method in which plaintiff’s attorney is paid from the damages awarded 

65. Computer crime: unauthorized acquisition of classified government information using a computer 

66. Entrapment: commits crime, but claims persuasion from Law Enforcement Officer 

67. Miranda: defendant in a case who argued he did not know his rights before confessing 

 


