
Unit II: Constitution & Federalism 



The Constitution…

Body of fundamental laws that sets 

out the basic principles and 

structures of a government



Historical context

1st Constitution=Articles of Confederation

Met in Philadelphia in 1787 to write a new 

version

Wanted to form a stronger government

Antifederalists-wanted Bill of Rights (basic 

rights and freedoms)

Madison=‘Father”



Plans-Review

Virginia-bicameral based on population

New Jersey-unicameral legislature based 

on equality

Connecticut-Senate (equality), House 

(population)

3/5 Compromise-slaves would be counted 

as a percentage for representation and 

taxation



Outcome A Review

 Framers-drafted Constitution in 1787

 Federalists-favored ratification of 

Constitution

Anti-Federalists-supported states’ rights and 

opposed Constitution

Republic-type of government where 

officials are held responsible by elections



Chapter 3: The Basic  Structure

Preamble: Explains the 

need for the Constitution. Six 
goals are specified here.

Articles: Provides the 

outline for the 3 branches 

of government and state & 

federal powers. Main body.

Amendments: Includes 

the Bill of Rights and 17 

other “changes”



Preamble

“We the People of the United States, in 

Order to form a more perfect Union, 

establish Justice, insure domestic 

Tranquility, provide for the common 

defense, promote the general Welfare, and 

secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves 

and our Posterity, do ordain and establish 

this Constitution for the United States of 

America.”



The Seven Articles 
Article I: The Legislature

Article II: The Executive

Article III: The Judiciary

Article IV: Relations Among States

Article V: Amending the Constitution 

Article VI: Supremacy of the National 
Government

Article VII: Ratification 



Oldest Living Constitution 
The U.S. Constitution 

is the oldest written 

national constitution in 

the world

All 50 states and dozens 

of countries have used 

the Constitution as the 

model for their own 

governments 



6 Principles of the Constitution
The Founding fathers

created a brand new 

system of Government.

They used 6 main 

ideas as the building 

blocks of their new 

government. 



6 Principles of the Constitution:

Popular Sovereignty 
“We the people of the United 

States… establish this 
Constitution for the United States 
of America” 

popular sovereignty –The people 
are the only source of political 
power

 Republic: System of 
government in which public 
policies are made by officials 
who are selected by the 
voters and held accountable 
through periodic elections. 
Constitution requires every 
state to have a republican 
form of gov.



6 Principles of the Constitution:

Federalism  

Framers wanted each level 
(national, state, local) of 
government to work together  

Federalism – The division of 
power between central and 
local government

EX: Amendment process-both 
the nat’l and state 
governments participate



6 Principles of the Constitution:

Separation of Powers  

Founding fathers were 

concerned that too 

much power might fall 

into the hands of a 

single group or person.

Separation of Powers -

Power is divided among 
three independent and 
coequal branches of the 
national government



6 Principles of the Constitution:

Checks and Balances  
Each branch of the national government is subject to a 

number of restraints by the others

Ex: If Senate rejects a treaty, it’s a check on Executive 
branch.

If Congress raises the number of SC justices, it’s a check 
on the judicial branch.



6 Principles of the Constitution:

Judicial Review 

Judicial Review – the 

power of the courts to 

Determine the 
constitutionality of 
actions by the 
Congress and 
President

Marbury v. Madison



6 Principles of the Constitution:

Limited Government 

Limited government –

The government may do 
only those things it has 
been given the right to 
do

Everyone, citizens and 

powerful leaders alike, 

must obey the law.  



Section 2: The Three Branches



Can you imagine working for a company that has 

535 employees and has the following statistics?

- 29 have been accused of spousal abuse

- 7 have been arrested for fraud

- 19 have been accused of writing bad checks

- 3 have done prison time for assault



- 117 have directly or indirectly bankrupted at least 2 

businesses

- 71 cannot get a credit card due to bad credit

- 14 have been arrested on drug related charges

- 8 have been arrested for shoplifting

- 21 are currently defendants in lawsuits

- 84 have been arrested for drunk driving



Can you guess which organization this 

is?



The Legislative Branch 

Congress is the main 

body of the Legislative 

branch of our federal 

government

The Powers granted to 

Congress are expressed 

in Article I, Section 8

Bicameral-Two houses

Must have quorum (51%) of members 
present to conduct business

Must meet once/year

Speaker of the House Paul Ryan



The House of Representatives 

435 members: each state is given its 
share according to population 

Term: 2 years (unlimited)

Salary: $192,000

Qualifications: 25 years old, 7 year 
citizen of U.S., resident of the 
district where elected

Leader: Speaker of the House – Paul 
Ryan



House Duties 
Create, debate, and pass 

bills it hopes will 
become law 

All tax (revenue) bills must 
begin in House

Sole power of 
Impeachment: 

- to bring charges 
against any member of 
the judicial or executive 
branch

House Chambers



The Senate 
100 members: Two from each 

state

Term: 6 years (unlimited)

Salary: $192,000

Qualifications: 30 years old, 9 
year citizen of U.S., resident of 
the state where elected

Leaders: Vice President*, 
President Pro Tempore



Senate Duties 

Andrew 
Johnson

Bill 
Clinton

Richard 
Nixon

Create, debate, and pass bills 
it hopes will become law

Approve treaties made by 
President 

Approve Presidential 
appointments

Act as jury in cases of 
impeachment. Decides 
verditcs.



Senate Odds and Ends 

The Vice President is President of the 

Senate.

The Minority and Majority Leaders are in 

charge of each party in Congress

1/3 of members are elected every 2 

years



Harry Reid
D-Nevada

Mitch McConnell
R- Kentucky



Whips 

Majority and Minority 

whips are essentially 

the Leaders’ assistant.  

They are the 2nd most 

influential Senators in 

their party.



Powers Denied 

Congress  

Cannot tax any good traded from 
state to state

Cannot accept a title of nobility 
from a foreign country

Cannot pass a law that makes 
something illegal after its 
committed 

- (Expost facto laws)



Rules and Privileges of Congress

May expel/punish its own 
members by a 2/3 Vote

Congressional Record –each 
house must keep a journal of its 
proceedings

Cannot be “questioned” for things 
said in Session

Cannot be arrested when going 
to or coming from session



Powers of Congress 

The 18 specific powers given to Congress 
can be classified into 3 groups: Money, 
Defense, Miscellaneous

1. Money

- Raise, borrow, and coin money

- Sets the value of money punishes 
counterfeiters 

- Regulate trade with other    nations and 
between the states



Powers of Congress 

2. Defense

- Power to raise and support 
the armed forces

- Power to declare war and 
send troops to trouble spots



Powers of Congress 

3. Miscellaneous

- Congress governs Washington 
D.C.

- Regulates immigration

- Power to establish and 
regulate the post office

- Issues copyrights and patents  



How a Bill Becomes a Law  

Lawmaking is a complex 
process that can take years 

Bill: A proposal submitted to 
a legislative body for 
possible enactment as a 
law 

All three branches are involved

The vast majority of bills DO NOT 
become Laws

Most of the work is done in 
committees 



Review of the Steps: 

1. Bill is introduced in either chamber

2. Bill goes to committee for action

3. Bill goes to floor for action

4. Bill goes to conference committee

5. Both chambers vote on the bill

6. Send bill to the President 



How a Bill Becomes a Law 

• First must be introduced

• In the House, it gets placed into a 
box on the clerk’s desk

• In the Senate, the Senator must be 
called on and recognized to 
introduce it



How a Bill Becomes a Law 

• Gets referred to the appropriate committee. Most of 
work is done here.

• Most die here from inaction

• Committee can hold hearings

• Committee decides to “kill” or send to the floor



Congressional Committees 

House Committees: Senate Committees:

Agriculture Armed Services

Banking/Financial services   Transportation 

Budget Housing/Urban affairs

Education Environment

National Security Small Business

Veterans Affairs Foreign Relations

Science Energy/Resources 



How a Bill Becomes a Law
• Lawmakers almost always agree with 

committee.

• Lawmakers can add amendments or riders

• Vote is taken, majority (quorum) decides



How a Bill Becomes a Law
• House and Senate 

must both approve 
same bill

• If different (different 
amendments were 
added), Joint 
Committee works out 
compromises

• Both houses approve 
new version



How a Bill Becomes a Law

 Nearly all members of 
Congress belong to 
one of the two major 
political parties

 Members of Congress 
usually vote along 
party lines - Why?



Influencing Congress 

Congress feels pressure from 4 
sources:

1. Constituents – voters feel 
their rep’s work for them 
and should be held 
accountable for their votes   



Influencing Congress 
2. Presidents –

Presidents work hard 
to persuade 
lawmakers to 
support laws they 
want passed and 
give or withhold 
political favors to win 
lawmakers’ support.     



Influencing Congress 

3. Lobby –special 
interest group that 
pressures lawmakers 
to support their 
various interests

- labor, business 
groups, education 
and environmental 
groups, minorities 

NRA, AARP, AIPAC  



Influencing Congress 

4. Political Action Committees –
PAC’s are political fund-
raising organizations that 
give funds to support 
lawmakers who favor their 
position

National Association of 
Realtors, National Education 
Association 



How a Bill Becomes a Law 

• Goes to President – 3 
choices:

• Sign bill – make it a law

• Veto bill – goes back to 
Congress

• Don’t do anything – after 10 
days automatically becomes 
a law

President O.K.’s Bill

President Rejects Bill



How  Bill Becomes a Law  

 If President vetoes the 
bill, the veto can be 
overturned by 2/3 
vote in each house 

 Very uncommon –
why?

 110 total in over 220 
years 

 Andrew Johnson had 
the most vetoes 
overturned w/15



How a Bill Becomes a Law 

Some controversial laws may end up 
facing scrutiny from the nine 
Justices of the Supreme Court.

Judicial Review – power to examine 
the laws and actions passed by the 
3 levels of government 

 Constitutional or Unconstitutional 

Supreme Court



The Executive Branch 

The Executive Branch is 

discussed in Article II.

The  President and Vice 

are the only national 

officers of the 

Government elected by 

votes of the entire U.S.

Modern Presidents have 

become very powerful

Ronal
d 
Reaga
n

Roosevelt was elected 4 times!



Could I Be president?



• Thirty‐year old from New Jersey 

who has been a Senator for 
four‐years already.



• Seventy‐six year old former House 

of Representatives member.



• Thirty‐seven year old Governor of 

California who was a famous actor 

after moving from his birth country of 

Austria.



• Thirty‐five year old business 

woman from North Carolina.



• Forty‐nine year old military general 

stationed in Iraq for the past four years and 

who was born on a U.S. military base in 

Germany after WWII.



Presidential requirements 

 3 basic requirements:

 • At least 35 years of age

 • Native‐born United States citizen

 • Resident of the United States for at least 14 

years



Presidential tidbits 

 Can serve up to 2 terms (1 term=4 years)

 Maximum number of years: 10

 Appoints vacancies (ex: VP, Supreme Court)

 State of the union-presidential address to congress

 Most important role: execute laws of the nation

 Term ends at noon on January 20th



• What is your opinion of these 

requirements? Do you agree that the 

age and citizenship stipulations are 

good ones? Why or why not?



• What other requirements do you 

think a President should meet? 



Requirements v. Preferences



7 roles of the president 

 Head of state-Represents nation at ceremonial functions

 In this role, the President is a symbolic leader of our country. He performs 

many ceremonial duties. As chief of state, the President:

 - entertains foreign leaders with formal dinners

 - promotes worthy causes (such as posing with the March of Dimes poster 

child)

 - recognizes citizens who have made outstanding contributions to their 

community or nation

 - bestows medals on military heroes

 - throws out the first pitch at baseball games

 - hosts the White House Easter Egg Roll



 CHIEF EXECUTIVE-Leads 2 million employees in government

 Under the Constitution, the President is the Chief Executive of the 
United States. In this role, the President actually runs our 
government. He makes sure that laws are enforced, appoints 
important officials, grants reprieves and pardons, issues Executive 
Orders, and coordinates the efforts of over 150 departments and 
agencies. Some of the people who help him carry out these 
duties are his Cabinet (13 department heads) and the White 
House Executive Office Staff.



 COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: directs foreign policy and oversees 

affairs with other nations

 The President is head of all the military forces. He is responsible for 

raising, training, supervising, and deploying all the defense 

forces. He reviews the troops and often awards service medals. 

The President meets with military officers, as well as civilian 

national security advisors.



 CHIEF DIPLOMAT-meets with leaders of foreign countries, 

represents USA at global level

 The President is the leader, initiator, and guide of our foreign 

policy. He consults with leaders of foreign countries, performs 

ceremonial duties with foreign leaders and makes decisions for 

our country affecting our foreign affairs. Some duties are:

 - appoints the Ambassador to the United Nations who speaks for 

the United States

 -negotiates treaties or agreements with other countries

 -travels to other countries around the world where his words 

reflect

 the United States' position and ideas on foreign affairs



 Chief legislator-proposes laws to congress

 He recommends laws while advising and guiding the Congress in 
its lawmaking activities. Each year in January as legislative 
leader, the President gives his State of the Union Address to a 
joint session of Congress. This speech evaluates the country's 
domestic and foreign position and suggests what the President 
would like to accomplish in the next year. Even after legislation (a 
bill which passes both houses of Congress), the bill does not 
become law until the President signs it.



 Party leader-helps raise funds for candidates and plan campaign 

strategy

 The President is the leader of his own political party as long as he 

is President. The party helps to keep him informed on the needs 

of the nation and the reactions of the citizens to his programs. 

Because he is the leader of his party, the President frequently 

campaigns for or endorses other candidates from his own party 

who are running for office.



 Economic planner-promotes high employment, business 

development, and the budget

 The President makes plans to make sure the federal

government’s budget is as profitable as possible. These plans can 

include creating jobs or asking Congress to raise or lower federal 

taxes.



 • Of all the president’s roles, which do you think is most 

important? Which do you think is least important? 

Explain.

 • If you were president, which of these roles do you 

think you would most enjoy?

 • What characteristics does a president need to fill all of 

these roles effectively? Explain.



Roles of the president-Check 

for understanding



 1. Egypt and Israel continue to fight and bring even more 

instability to the Middle East. You are very concerned about this 

situation and would like to rejuvenate the peace process in the 

Middle East. What power do you have in this situation, and what 

role grants you this power?

 Chief Executive, Chief Diplomat, Commander in Chief, Legislative 

Leader, Head of State, Economic Leader, and Party Leader.



 2. You have been following the career of a woman by the name of 
Ruth Bader Ginsberg. Ginsberg was a professor at Rutgers University 
School of Law, Newark School of Law and Columbia Law School, a 
litigator for the ACLU, and a federal judge on the US of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia Circuit. You feel that she is very fair and even 
tempered, and you would like to give her a job. Where might she fit? 
In what way might you be able to get her a federal job and what 
specific power allows you to do this?

 Chief Executive, Chief Diplomat, Commander in Chief, Legislative 
Leader, Head of State, Economic Leader, and Party Leader.



 3. A bill has been sent to you by Congress that involves making 

flag burning illegal. You disagree with this bill and absolutely do 

not want such a law passed. What can you do to act on your 

displeasure, and what role enables you to do it?

 Chief Executive, Chief Diplomat, Commander in Chief, Legislative 

Leader, Head of State, Economic Leader, and Party Leader.



 4. You are a Republican president, and a fellow Republican is 

running for Governor of North Carolina. You would really like to 

help her win the office. What can you do to assist, and what 

gives you this power?

 Chief Executive, Chief Diplomat, Commander in Chief, Legislative 

Leader, Head of State, Economic Leader, and Party Leader.



 5. It is nearing the end of the year, and you have some concerns 
about the nation’s economy. Constituents are looking to you to get 
our country back on track economically. You feel you need to spend 
some time examining and reevaluating the finances of the federal 
government. After you have a sense of the current financial state of 
America, what do you need to do to ensure there is a financial 
guideline to follow for next year? What role does this type of 
responsibility fall under?

 Chief Executive, Chief Diplomat, Commander in Chief, Legislative 
Leader, Head of State, Economic Leader, and Party Leader.



 6. The Marquis de Lafayette, a foreign visitor from France, is 

scheduled to arrive at the White House today. What should you 

plan for his visit? What specific power does this fall under?

 Chief Executive, Chief Diplomat, Commander in Chief, Legislative 

Leader, Head of State, Economic Leader, and Party Leader.



 7. You have been given reconnaissance imagery revealing 

Soviet nuclear missile installations in Cuba. You feel these nuclear 

weapons pose an incredible danger. What can you do, and 

what gives you this power?

 Chief Executive, Chief Diplomat, Commander in Chief, Legislative 

Leader, Head of State, Economic Leader, and Party Leader.



 8. It is about that time when you need to address Congress and 

outline your agenda for the year. You also need this information 

broadcast to the people. What annual tradition will you follow to 

deliver this information, and what role gives you this power?

 Chief Executive, Chief Diplomat, Commander in Chief, Legislative 

Leader, Head of State, Economic Leader, and Party Leader.



 9. It is December, and Washington, DC is buzzing with holiday 

spirit. You want to make sure the White House sticks with tradition 

and embraces this season. What should you make sure to mark 

on your calendar this December?

 Chief Executive, Chief Diplomat, Commander in Chief, Legislative 

Leader, Head of State, Economic Leader, and Party Leader.



 10. You are passionate about a new health care program that you 
have developed, which contains several laws that you want 
Congress to pass. Since only members of Congress have the power 
to introduce bills for consideration, what can you do to advocate for 
your health care legislation? What role gives you the ability to do 
this?

 Chief Executive, Chief Diplomat, Commander in Chief, Legislative 
Leader, Head of State, Economic Leader, and Party Leader.



Help wanted…

 Write a classified ad for the “Help Wanted” section of 

the newspaper. Your ad should be written as if it is 

seeking a new President of the United States of 

America. Your ad must show your understanding of 

the role of the President by containing:

Requirements and previous experience preferred 

for the position

What the position will entail (duties, roles, and 

responsibilities)

Compensation

 Creativity





The President



Vice President

-Acts as president if needed

-President of the Senate



Speaker of the House



President pro tempore of the Senate



Secretary of State

Deals with foreign nations



Secretary of Tresuary
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Secretary of Defense



Attorney General
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Secretary of the Interior



Secretary of Agriculture



Secretary of Commerce

This just in…

I’M 
PRESIDENT!



Secretary of Labor



Secretary of Health and 

Human Services



Secretary of Housing and Urban Development



Secretary of Transportation



Secretary of Energy

Excellent



Secretary of Education



Secretary of Veteran Affairs



Secretary of Homeland 

Security



Electoral College

-Institution that elects the president

-If no candidate gets the majority of electoral votes 

(270), the House of Representatives votes

-Number of electors per state: representatives + senators 

(2)

-Appointed by state legislatures

-California has the largest number

-Illinois has 20



The Judicial Branch 
Discussed in Art. III

U.S. has two levels of courts, 
federal and state – each in 
charge of certain type of 
cases

Judicial Branch has increased its 
role and influence since 1787

Supreme law of the land, final 
decision. Highest court. 

Chief justice presides over 
impeachment trials. This is a 
check on legislative and 
executive branches.

Serve for life terms; nominated by 
the President. 9 members



Shared Power and Conflict

Congress has the power to limit judiciary power 
but has been reluctant to use it

Supreme Court must depend on the president and 
the executive branch to carry out its decisions.   



Article 5:  Amending the 

Constitution 

The framers wanted to make sure the 
Constitution could change with the 
times

But they did not want  change to the 
most basic structures and rules of 
government



Article 5: Amending the  Constitution 

1. Introduction – a 2/3 vote of each house or 2/3 
of each state “convention” 

2. Ratification – ¾ of the states’ legislature or 
“convention”

-There have been 27 amendments in over 220 
years

-Congress proposes, states ratify

-Only Congress/National Convention can 
propose



Bill of Rights

First 10 Amendments to 
the Constitution are 
called the Bill of 
Rights. Basic rights + 
freedoms

The passage of these 

10 ‘changes’ was one 

of the first acts of the 

new government.



Amendment 1: Freedoms of 

Expression

Citizens have 5 basic 

rights protected by the 

Constitution

1. Religion

2. Press

3. Speech

4. Petition

5. Assembly 



AMENDMENT I

Congress shall make no law 

respecting an establishment of 

religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 

thereof; or abridging the freedom of 

speech, or of the press; or the right of 

the people peaceably to assemble, 

and to petition the Government for a 

redress of grievances.  



Freedom of Religion

 “Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion or prohibiting the free 

exercise there of”

 Two clauses:

Establishment clause

Free Exercise clause



Establishment and free exercise clause 

often conflict with each other 

 In schools, the 
religion issue is most 
prevalent  

 If a student raises his 
hand and says 
“teacher, can we 
say an opening 
prayer before this 
test” 

 If the teacher says: 

 “Yes”, It looks like 

establishment of 

religion

 “No”, It is deigning a 

student free 

exercise.



Establishment Clause Government 

cannot promote religion



Establishment clause-

Government

Cans Cannot
 Teach about 

religions in school

 Allow voluntary 
prayer in many 
examples

 Transport students to 
a religious school

 Read Bible for 
culture or literacy 
content

 Set a state religion 

 Government cannot 

order a prayer

 Teach religious 

doctrine in the 

school

 Pay seminary 

teachers

 Teach creationism



Free exercise of religion



Free Exercise—The person

Can Cannot

 Choose whatever 

religion

 Lead a prayer in 

most examples

 Ask questions 

about religions 

 Worship who ever 

you want

 Break the law and 

claim it is religious 

belief

 Raise children 

without education

 Deprave children 

of basic needs



Freedom of speech

 “Congress shall make no laws . . .  abridging the 

freedom of speech”



Free speech– The individual can:

 Say any political belief

 Protest (without getting out of control)

 Say things about someone that are true

 Burn the flag

 Say racist and hate slogans

 Free speech means someone might say something 

you disagree with



Free speech—limits on the 

person

 Threaten to blow up airplanes, schools or the 

president

 Sexual harassment

 Create too much social chaos

 Extremely crude language in a public form

 Disrespectful, vulgar language in schools

 Hate crimes



Freedom of the press

 Congress shall make no law  

. . . abridging . . . the 

freedom of the press.”



Freedom of the press-the press

Can Cannot

 Print any political 

position

 Make fun of people, 

especially politicians

 Expose wrongs by 

the government

 Say things you might 

not agree with

 Libel– intentionally 

injuring a person’s 

reputation by false 

facts

 Disclose defense-

security secrets

 Detail how to 

make a certain 

weapons



Freedom of Assembly

 Congress shall make no law . . . Abridging . . . The 

people to peaceably assemble”



Freedom of Assembly--

Individual

Can Cannot

 Protest 

 Parade (with a permit)

 Parade chanting hate 
slogans

 Gang members can 
congregate in public

 Protest by throwing 
rocks and breaking 
windows

 Hang out on private 
land against owners 
will—loitering

 Teen curfew



Petition the Government

 “Congress shall make no law . . . Abridging . . . the 

people. . . to petition the government for a redress 

of grievances”



Petition the government

 You may sue the government for wrongs

 You cannot be punished for exposing wrongs by 

the government

 The courts decide the wrongs



2nd Amendment—Right to bear 

arms

 “A well-regulated militia, being necessary to the 

security of a free state, the right of the people to 

bear arms shall not be infringed.”

 People have the right to own and use guns



What is the debate with the right 

to bear arms?

 How much can the 
government keep 
guns from criminals 
and youth?

 In order to keep 
guns away from 
criminals, does that 
limit the right of 
law abiding 
citizens?



Gun debate continued

 Thousands of people die 

every year because of 

guns 

 Thousands of crimes are 

prevented because of 

guns
Shoes representing gun deaths.



Amendment  2: Right to Bear 

Arms

People have the 

right to own 

and use guns.



Amendment 3: Quartering 

Troops

When the U.S. is 

at peace, soldiers 

cannot stay in a 

person’s home 

unless the person 

says it’s OK



Amendment 4: Search and Seizure 

People cannot be 

searched unless there is 

good reason.  The police 

must have a warrant to 

search a person or his 

property 

warrant – a permission 

slip written by a judge 

that gives the police the 

right to search



Amendment 4: Search and Seizure

Emerging Fourth 

Amendment Problems:

1. Drug Testing

2. Strip Searches

3. School Searches

4. Workplace Privacy

5. Racial/Ethnic Profiling 



Amendment 5: Rights of the 

Accused  You don’t have to 
testify against yourself 
in a court of law 
(“Take the 5th”),nor 
can you be tried twice 
for the same crime 
(Double Jeopardy)

You must have due 
process of law 
before you are 
convicted

 The government 
cannot take your 
land unless it pays.



Amendment 6: Right to a 

Speedy, Public Trial 

When a person is charged…

- Trial must happen ASAP

- Trial must be in the state 
where the crime was done

- Accused person must see 
their accusers 

- Accused person has the right 
to defend themselves or be 
assigned a lawyer free of 
charge



Amendment 7: Trial by Jury in 

Civil Cases 

When a person takes 

another person to 

court, either of them 

can ask for a trial 

with a jury 
“A jury of 

your peers”



Amendment 8: Limits of Fines and 

Punishment 

Bail will not be 

too high.  

Fines will not be 

too high.  

Torture is not 

allowed.  



Amendment 9: Unenumerated

Rights of People 

People have rights 

the Constitution 

does not list.  The 

government also 

has to protect  

these rights.

Natural Rights



Amendment 10: Reserved 

Powers

The Constitution 

lists the powers of 

the federal 

government.  Any 

power not listed 

belongs to the 

states or the 

people.



Amendments 11-27

Amendments 11 – 27 

were added from 1795 to 

1992

Amendments reflect 

the elastic quality of 

the Constitution

Amendments reinforce 

the ways the Constitution 

meets the changing needs 

of society 



Amendment 11: Lawsuits Against 

States - 1795

A state cannot be sued 

by a person, state or 

country in a federal 

court



Amendment 12: Election of 

Executives - 1804

This Amendment 

prevents a repeat of 

the Election of 1800 

It calls for the 

Electors to vote for 

both a President and 

Vice President 

together as a team



Amendment 13: Slavery 

Abolished – 1865

The 13th, 14th, and 15th

Amendments were 

passed following the 

Civil War

13th, Abolished slavery 

once and for all  



Amendment 14: Civil Rights – 1868

- Everyone born in U.S. 

is a citizen (except 

Native Americans)

- People born outside of 
U.S. can become 
citizens through 
naturalization

- 3/5th’s compromise null 
and void



Amendment 15: Right to Vote –

1870 

 MEN of any color can vote – if 
they are citizens 



Amendment 16: Income Tax -

1913

Congress can ask 

for and collect 

income tax (tax on 

the money as 

person earns)



Amendment 17: Direct Election of 

Senators - 1913

Before 1913, senators 

were elected by state 

legislatures

The 17th Amendment 

gave the right directly 

to the people of each 

state 



Amendment 18: Prohibition  - 1919

Social reformers pushed the 

government to add the 18th

Amendment 

Making and selling alcohol or 

alcoholic drinks was against the law 

Later repeled



Amendment 19:  Suffrage 

for Women – 1920 

 “The right of citizens of the 

United States to vote shall not 

be denied on account of sex.”



Amendment 20: “Lame Duck” 

SESSIONS - 1933

The President elect will 

begin the new term Jan. 

20th.  

Before this change, the 

new President would not

be inaugurated until 

mid-March.

The change reduce the 

‘lame duck’ effect 



Amendment 21: Repeal of  

Prohibition - 1933

Amendment 18 is 

repealed (removed).

Alcohol is legal again.



Amendment  22: Limit on 

Presidential  Terms – 1951

 No person can be elected to 

the office of the President 

more than twice

Franklin Roosevelt was elected 4 
times



Amendment 23: Voting in District of 

Columbia - 1961

3 electors were given 

to the nation’s capital

Before this change, 

residents of D.C. could 

not vote because it is 

not considered a state 



Amendment 24: Anti-Poll Tax -

1964

Communities 

would use poll 

taxes to keep 

people from voting

The 24th Amendment 

made this illegal 



Amendment 25: Presidential 

Disability & Succession 

If the President is removed 
from office, Resigns, or dies, 
the Vice becomes 
President.

Congress must approve the 
new President's choice for 
Vice.

*President must write a letter 
to the President Pro 
Tempore and the Speaker 
of the House if he can no 
longer serve.



Amendment 26: 18 to VOTE – 1971

Before the 26th

Amendment, people 

had to be at least 21 

years old to vote 



Amendment 27: Congressional Pay 

- 1992

Congress can make a 

law to raise its OWN 

Pay, however… 

the pay raise will take 

effect after the next 

election 



Chapter 4: The Federal System
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The Division of Powers 

Constitution divided government authority by giving the 
national government certain specific powers, reserving all 
other powers to the states or to the people. 
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Types of Power 
1.Reserved-Powers held by the states only. 

Congress does NOT have these.
EX: Licenses, education, sales tax, 

elections

2.Concurrent-Powers held by both the national 
and state gov’ts

EX: Tax, courts

3.Expressed-Powers specifically granted 
(written down) to the national gov’t by the 
Constitution

EX: Coin money (Congress)



4. Delegated-Those powers granted to the 
national gov’t by the Constitution

EX: Three branches

5. Implied-Powers that the national gov’t 
possesses that can be logically assumed from 
expressly stated powers

EX: Necessary and Proper Clause

6. Inherent-Powers that belong to the national 
gov’t because it is the gov’t. 

EX: Immigration



Elastic Clause

The authors realized 

that situations might 

come up not covered 

in the constitution –

examples?

Elastic Clause – Power 

to make all laws 

“Necessary and Proper”
Elastic



Government Powers

Federal Both State

-Regulate foreign and -Establish courts -Administer 
Interstate commerce elections

-Declare War -Enact and enforce -Establish
laws Local gov’ts



V.I.P.s

Dick Durbin-U.S. Senator from Illinois

Paul Ryan-Speaker of the House

 John Roberts-Chief Justice

Mike Pence-Vice President


