
 

MLA Format (20 points) 

1. Proper in-text parenthetical citations of all paraphrased ideas and direct quotes 
2. MLA heading, running header, Times New Roman, 12 point font 
3. Works Cited page in proper format (double spaced, hanging indents, alpha order) 
4. Complete and accurate citations listed on the Works Cited Page (At least 3 sources) 
5. All sources cited in the paper are listed on the Works Cited and vice versa 

Intro Paragraph (10 Points) 

1. Introduction is engaging and well-developed 
2. Appropriate background 
3. Thesis clearly and concisely states the paper’s position and is thought provoking 

Support & Elaboration (30 Points) 
1. Thoughtful supporting detail sentences that develop each main idea. 
2. Strong outside research supports the thesis. 
3. Thorough analysis is apparent. 
4. Informative body paragraphs on various subtopics of the overall topic 
5. Clear opposition refuted thoroughly 
6. Balance of paraphrased information and direct quotations 
7. Elaboration connects the ideas and clarifies information 

Organization (10 Points) 
1. Balanced use of support from a variety of sources 
2. Writer demonstrates logical and subtle sequencing of ideas through well-developed paragraphs 
3. Detailed body paragraphs all connect to the thesis; focus 
4. Synthesized information from a variety of sources 
5. Appropriate, complex transitions between body paragraphs 
6. Appropriate transitions between ideas within body paragraphs 
7. Organization of body paragraphs and details is logical and effective 
8. Clear, suitable topic sentences and concluding sentences 

Conclusion (10 Points) 
1. Essay comes to a satisfying conclusion with a call to action 
2. Restatement of thesis ideas (not word-for-word) 
3. Extension of thought & ends with clincher 

Mechanics & Grammar (10 Points) 

1. Free from spelling, capitalization, or punctuation errors 
2. Proper sentence structure (no run-ons, comma splices, or fragments) 
3. Free from subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement errors 
4. All capitalization, punctuation, and spelling are accurate 
5. Conventional errors do not distract the reader 

Sentence Fluency and Language (10 Points) 

1. Sophisticated, formal word choice (no contractions, personal pronouns, or weak words) 
2. 3rd person point of view throughout 
3. Complex and clear sentence structure; not choppy or rambling 
4. Lead-ins to direct quotations help ideas flow smoothly 


