
Annotated Bibliography 
 

What is an annotated bibliography? 
An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles, and other documents. Each 

citation is followed by the annotation, which includes a brief (usually about 150 words) summary 

of the work and a descriptive and evaluative paragraph (another 150 words). Each annotation 

should be approximately a half page in length, single spaced. The purpose of the annotation is to 

inform the reader of the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the sources being used. 

 

What do I include? 
Offer a brief summary of what the source says about your topic. What general assertions are 

being made regarding your topic? After a brief summary, it would be appropriate to assess this 

source and offer some criticism of it. Does it seem like a reliable and current source? Why? Is 

the research biased or objective? Are the facts well documented? Who is the author? Is she 

qualified in this subject? Is this source scholarly, informal, some of both?  After summarizing 

and assessing, you can now reflect on this source. How does it fit into your research? Is this a 

helpful resource? Is it too general/specific? How do you plan on using this source to prove your 

side of the debate? You may also compare/contrast the source with others within your 

bibliography in terms of the content or its validity to your topic. 

 
**Information from The Owl at Purdue and Cornell University** 

 

 

Paper Format: 
 Name block (left corner, double spaced) 

 Header with the last name and page numbering in the upper right hand corner 

 Centered title 

 Correct MLA style citation for each source (double spaced, hanging indent)  

 Single-spaced text  

 Times New Roman, 12 Font 

 

Refer to the examples on the reverse of this paper. 
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Teacher’s Name  
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Date 

Annotated Bibliography 

Topic: Put it here 

Parmesan, Camill, and Hector Galbraith. “Executive Summary.” Observed Impacts of Global 

Climate Change in the U.S. Pew Center on Global Climate Change, Nov. 2004. Web. 17. 

Jan. 2007. 

This report summarizes recent scientific findings that document the impact changes in the 

climate have had on the distribution of plants and animals in the United States and on how they 

interact with their communities. For example, it explains how a shift has taken place in the 

blooming period for plants and the breeding period for animals caused by global warming. 

Because of changes in their geographic range, species may interact differently, possibly resulting 

in population declines. The report stresses that such shifts can harm the world’s biodiversity. 

Plants and animals that are rare now face extinction. The annual cycle of carbon dioxide levels in 

the atmosphere has also changed, largely due to the lengthening of the growing season, affecting 

basic ecosystem.  

 

Written in 2007, this formal report was slightly more helpful than the other sources because its 

information is based on observations made specifically in the United States. The information 

appears reliable as it is based on scientific evidence as opposed to general assertions that may not 

be backed up by research. This essay will be helpful for my topic because it focuses on how 

plants and animals are currently affected, such as their shifting communities and how they are 

clashing. I could use this to explain human changes by providing evidence of what is happening 

to other species. This source will not be as helpful in explaining the climate’s effects on human 

biological function in particular, but it will provide some framework. For example, I could 

explain how the plants that help convert carbon dioxide into oxygen are being harmed and relate 

that to how the humans will suffer the consequences.   
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