
Annotated Bibliography Requirements 

- Includes a relevant, creative title capitalized, spelled, & centered correctly (no bold, italics, underline, etc.) 

- Written entirely in Times New Roman 12 point black font & double spaced 

- Includes at least 2 sources (all sources to be used in snapshot speech are present) 

- Sources are listed alphabetically (by author last name) 

- Uses hanging indent (left aligned, no numbering, bullet points, etc.) 

- Citations follow MLA format (see the student shared drive, Purdue Owl, or Easy Bib for more help) 

- Each annotation entry is written in paragraph form (100 – 200 words in length):  

o Brief summary of source: What are the main arguments? What is the point of this book or article? What 

topics are covered? If someone asked what this article/book is about, what would you say? Paraphrase; do 

not include direct quotes.  

o Evaluation of source: Is it a useful, credible source? How does it compare with other sources in your 

bibliography? Is the information reliable/accurate? Is this source biased or objective? What is the 

goal/purpose of this source author/publisher? Remember the CRAAP method (See below)  

o Discussion of the source’s role in research: How does the source fit into your research? Was this source 

helpful to you? How does it help you shape your argument? How can you use this source in your research 

project? Has it changed how you think about your topic? Remember, you need to present background info 

about, causes of, life/times during, impacts of, and effectiveness of your revolution. All of your ideas 

need to be supported by evidence (research). 
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Stem Cell Research: An Annotated Bibliography 

Holland, Suzanne. The Human Embryonic Stem Cell Debate: Science, Ethics, and Public Policy. Boston:   

          MIT Press, 2001. Print. 

          This is the annotation of the above source, which is formatted according to MLA 2009 (7th ed.)        

          guidelines for the bibliographic information listed above. If one were really writing an annotation for    

          this source, one would offer a brief summary of what this book says about stem cell research. After a  

          brief summary, it would be appropriate to assess this source and offer some criticisms of it. Does it  

          seem like a reliable and current source? Why? Is the research biased or objective? Are the facts well  

         documented? Who is the author? Is she qualified in this subject? Is this source scholarly, popular, some  

         of both? After summarizing and assessing, you can now reflect on this source. How does it fit into your  

         research? Is this a helpful resource? Too scholarly? Not scholarly enough? Too general/specific? Since  

         "stem cell research" is a very broad topic, has this source helped you to narrow your topic? 

 



How to:  
Have a hanging indent (second line of each citation is indented)  

1. Type your citation  

2. Highlight the full citation, right click, & select “paragraph”  

 
3. In the paragraph menu, in the indentation section, go to the dropdown list under “special” & select “hanging”. 

Click “OK”.  

 



Insert Page Numbers & Last name:  
1. Go to “Insert” at the top of the screen & select “Page Number”  

 
2. Now select “Top of Page” from the first drop down menu & “Plain Number 3” from the second drop down menu  
 

 



 
3. Now your cursor will be next to the page number you just inserted; Type your last name then click “Close header 

and footer”  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Evaluation Criteria (CRAAP Credibility Check) 
From California State University,Chico 

Currency: The timeliness of the information. 

 When was the information published or posted? 

 Has the information been revised or updated? 

 Does your topic require current information, or will older sources work as well? 

 Are the links functional? 

Relevance: The importance of the information for your needs. 

 Does the information relate to your topic or answer your question? 

 Who is the intended audience? 

 Is the information at an appropriate level (i.e. not too elementary or advanced for your needs)? 

 Have you looked at a variety of sources before determining this is one you will use? 

 Would you be comfortable citing this source in your research paper? 

Authority: The source of the information. 

 Who is the author/publisher/source/sponsor? 

 What are the author's credentials or organizational affiliations? 

 Is the author qualified to write on the topic? 

 Is there contact information, such as a publisher or email address? 

 Does the URL reveal anything about the author or source? 

 examples: .com .edu .gov .org .net 

Accuracy: The reliability, truthfulness and correctness of the content. 

 Where does the information come from? 

 Is the information supported by evidence? 

 Has the information been reviewed or refereed? 

 Can you verify any of the information in another source or from personal knowledge? 

 Does the language or tone seem unbiased and free of emotion? 

 Are there spelling, grammar or typographical errors? 

Purpose: The reason the information exists. 

 What is the purpose of the information? Is it to inform, teach, sell, entertain or persuade? 

 Do the authors/sponsors make their intentions or purpose clear? 

 Is the information fact, opinion or propaganda? 

 Does the point of view appear objective and impartial? 

 Are there political, ideological, cultural, religious, institutional or personal biases? 


