
LIMITATION OF ENTREES 

 

Each school is allowed the following maximum entry per genre: 

 

Poetry (one poem per entry) - 25 

Short Fiction - 15 

Dramatic Scene - 15 

Personal Narrative- 15 

Personal Essay - 15 

Critical Essay- 15 

Descriptive Sketch- 25 (open to all grades) 

GUIDELINES FOR WRITING AND JUDGING 

 

DESCRIPTIVE SKETCH 

 

This category is defined as a verbal creation of a person, place, or object.  Plot development and conflict resolution 

are not permitted.  Minimum dialogue is permitted only to enhance description of person, place, or object.  This 

category is not to be constructed as a short story.  These manuscripts are pure description.  Only freshmen and 

sophomore students may enter this category. Twenty-five (25) submissions. 

 

PERSONAL NARRATIVE 

 

This is a story of a real personal experience with emphasis on how that experience had an effect on the writer.  

This genre should incorporate real characters, real places, and actual events.  However, the writer must substitute 

names of people and locations to avoid identifying his own school.  Narrative elements such as dialogue and 

description may be incorporated.  Only freshmen and sophomore students may enter this category.  Fifteen (15) 

submissions. 

 

POETRY 

 

Poetry can be very structured or examples of free verse.  Twenty-five (25) submissions. 

 

SHORT FICTION 

 

This category includes any short fictional story.  Fifteen (15) submissions. 

 

DRAMA 

 

Description of an entry in this category is a short scene or sketch written for stage performance containing a list of 

characters, description of setting, stage directions and dialogue between two or more characters.  All entries should 

include character development, conflict, and resolution.  The form may be humorous or serious.  There cannot be 

any scene changes, although unit settings may be used.  Time lapses may be included if they are incorporated using 

logical dramatic conventions.  The floor plan of the setting, sketches of the scenery, costume description and 

information on special lighting and sound effects may be included, but they are not required.  Radio plays, 

television plays, and film scripts are not eligible for this category.  Fifteen (15) submissions 

 

No more than three manuscripts can be submitted from one student.  Length, within reason, in any genre is not an 

issue.  Individual teachers and schools are responsible for eliminating manuscripts that do not follow these 

guidelines.  Naturally, each school should make a responsible attempt to ascertain that all material is original and 

each entry is authored by a single student. 

 


