
Station 2: Reading Comprehension & Analysis Practice – “Make Good Art” by Neil Gaiman excerpt  

 

I never really expected to find myself giving advice to people graduating from an establishment of higher 

education.  I never graduated from any such establishment. I never even started at one. I escaped from 

school as soon as I could, when the prospect of four more years of enforced learning before I'd become 

the writer I wanted to be was stifling. 

Looking back, I've had a remarkable ride. I'm not sure I can call it a career, because a career implies that I 

had some kind of career plan, and I never did. The nearest thing I had was a list I made when I was 15 of 

everything I wanted to do: to write an adult novel, a children's book, a comic, a movie, record an 

audiobook, write an episode of Doctor Who... and so on. I didn't have a career. I just did the next thing on 

the list. 

So I thought I'd tell you everything I wish I'd known starting out, and a few things that, looking back on 

it, I suppose that I did know. And that I would also give you the best piece of advice I'd ever got, which I 

completely failed to follow. 

First of all: When you start out on a career in the arts you have no idea what you are doing. 

This is great. People who know what they are doing know the rules, and know what is possible and 

impossible. You do not. And you should not. The rules on what is possible and impossible in the arts 

were made by people who had not tested the bounds of the possible by going beyond them. And you can. 

If you don't know it's impossible it's easier to do. And because nobody's done it before, they haven't made 

up rules to stop anyone doing that again, yet. 

Secondly, If you have an idea of what you want to make, what you were put here to do, then just go and 

do that. 

And that's much harder than it sounds and, sometimes in the end, so much easier than you might imagine. 

Because normally, there are things you have to do before you can get to the place you want to be. I 

wanted to write comics and novels and stories and films, so I became a journalist, because journalists are 

allowed to ask questions, and to simply go and find out how the world works, and besides, to do those 

things I needed to write and to write well, and I was being paid to learn how to write 

economically,  crisply, sometimes under adverse conditions, and on time. 

Sometimes the way to do what you hope to do will be clear cut, and sometimes  it will be almost 

impossible to decide whether or not you are doing the correct thing, because you'll have to balance your 

goals and hopes with feeding yourself, paying debts, finding work, settling for what you can get. 

Something that worked for me was imagining that where I wanted to be – an author, primarily of fiction, 

making good books, making good comics and supporting myself through my words – was a mountain. A 

distant mountain. My goal. 

And I knew that as long as I kept walking towards the mountain I would be all right. And when I truly 

was not sure what to do, I could stop, and think about whether it was taking me towards or away from the 

mountain. I said no to editorial jobs on magazines, proper jobs that would have paid proper money 

because I knew that, attractive though they were, for me they would have been walking away from the 



mountain. And if those job offers had come along earlier I might have taken them, because they still 

would have been closer to the mountain than I was at the time. 

I learned to write by writing. I tended to do anything as long as it felt like an adventure, and to stop when 

it felt like work, which meant that life did not feel like work. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS ARE ON THE BACK 

ANSWER THESE ON A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER – ONE PIECE OF PAPER PER GROUP 

1. The purpose of Gaiman’s speech is to: 

a. Convince people that they should go to college 

b. Talk about the dangers of a college education 

c. Reinforce the idea that people should do what they love and not be discouraged 

by confusion 

d. Persuade his audience to pursue a career in the arts 

 

2. Gaiman’s purpose in using second person pronouns is  

a. To directly address a specific audience member 

b. To help his audience see that his topic applies to them 

c. To reinforce his own personal beliefs 

d. To make sure his message reaches only a small group of people  

 

3. The metaphor in paragraphs 10-12 

a. Show that people should always set goals in order to drive them to pursue their 

passions 

b. Establish a light-hearted mood 

c. Relate college to mountain climbing 

d. Help argue that goals are not achievable 

 

4. According to Gaiman, people have to often balance their goals and hopes with all of the 

following EXCEPT 

a. Feeding yourself 

b. Finding work 

c. Relationships  

d. Settling with what you can get  

 



5. Gaiman’s speech is titled “Make Good Art” – he does not mention art specifically in the 

final paragraph of this excerpt. How does this paragraph still support his topic? 

a. “Good Art” can only be made by someone who views creating as an adventure 

rather than work 

b. “Good Art” only comes as the result of hard work and studying 

c. “Good Art” is not always writing 

d. “Good Art” can only be made once someone has tried writing 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------- 

 

Station 2 KEY 

1- C – (The answer cannot be A or B because he begins the speech by saying he did not go to college but he 

never cautions against this; He never says directly that students should only pursue a career in the arts; the 

best answer is C because he begins by stating that he never really had a plan (confusion) and leads into 

points such as “if you have an idea of what you want to make, what you were put here to do, then just go 

and do that”) 

2- B (Second person pronoun = “you”; The best answer is B because he is trying to make this topic accessible 

to the college graduates he is addressing – since this speech is designed for graduates, it would not make 

sense for him to single out a specific audience member or only a small group of people; Similarly, using 

“you” often does the opposite of letter C – if he was reinforcing his own beliefs, he would be using “I”) 

3-  A (“Something that worked for me was imagining that where I wanted to be …was a mountain. A distant 

mountain. My goal”) 

4-  C (Paragraph 9 – “…because you’ll have to balance your goals and hopes with feeding yourself, paying 

debts, finding work, settling for what you can get”- no mention of relationships) 

5- A (Final paragraph – “I tended to do anything as long as it felt like an adventure, and to stop when it felt 

like work, which meant that life did not feel like work” – if his overall purpose is to talk about doing what 

you love, this is how he is applying it to “good art”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Station 6 – Argument Analysis Practice 

An excerpt from “Staying in School: A Proposal for Raising High School Graduation Rates” by Derek 
Messacar and Phillip Oreopoulos – National Review; June 28, 1999 

By making school attendance compulsory until age 18 and adding targeted support programs, states can 
better help students avoid regret.  

High-school dropouts fare substantially worse than their peers on a wide variety of long-term outcomes. 

On average, a dropout earns less money, is more likely to be in jail, is less healthy, is less likely to be 

married, and is unhappier than a high-school graduate. Yet dropout rates in the United States have 

remained mostly unchanged, at roughly 30%, during the past three decades. This problem 

disproportionately affects low-income and minority students. Nearly half of these individuals do not 
graduate with their class.  

A growing body of research, however, suggests ways to improve high-school graduation rates and close 

the achievement gap. A key element is for all states to increase their minimum school-leaving age to 18. 

Many studies have found that this intervention significantly improves several long-term outcomes. More 

effort is also needed to keep students engaged in school, even at an early age. If states invest in effective 

support programs, they can further increase graduation rates and reduce future costs of enforcing 

compulsory-schooling policies. All of these interventions should be implemented with the goal of 

strengthening the nation's primary education system to promote college attendance and improve career 
outcomes among youth.  

High-school dropouts face daunting challenges. Skills and educational attainment are increasingly 

important in today's economy, and individuals with the least education are faring particularly badly. 

Among recent dropouts, 16% are unemployed and 32% live below the poverty line. Dropouts with jobs 

earn an average of only $12.75 per hour, with the most common jobs found in the construction, food 

services, and landscaping industries. Labor-market outcomes remain bleak throughout life. Dropouts aged 

50 earn an average of $16.50 an hour and are most commonly employed in construction, food services, 
and truck transportation.  

Dropouts face worse social outcomes as well. For example, 33% of recent female dropouts have given 

birth as a teenager, 13% of male and female dropouts are separated or divorced, 32% report being 

unhealthy, and 22% report being unhappy, according to data from the 2005-2010 waves of the General 
Social Survey, which is considered a reliable indicator of societal trends.  

Several studies also link a region's proportion of dropouts to its overall prosperity. Individuals earn higher 

wages if they work in regions with fewer dropouts, irrespective of their own level of educational 

attainment. Crime rates are lower, and civic participation is higher. For these reasons, the high-school 

dropout rate is sometimes used as a quality measure of schools and an appraisal of the skill level of the 
future national workforce.  

With so much hardship associated with leaving high school before graduating, why do so many students 

decide to do it? Of course, there is no single explanation: Conflicts at home, urgent financial difficulties, 

and unexpected pregnancies are only a few examples. Some dropouts say they are too poorly prepared to 

complete. A majority of these individuals say they are unmotivated or uninspired to go to class. Dropouts 

are truant more often, experience more academic troubles, and record more failing grades throughout all 

levels of schooling than do their peers who graduate. Dropouts are more likely to be from households 

where parents are less active in promoting and helping with school. By the time students decide to leave, 



they often feel there is disconnect or lack of support between themselves, their parents, and their teachers. 

The act of dropping out, therefore, must be understood not as a single event but an outcome that begins 

with school disengagement, often long before the dropout finally decides to stop coming to class.  

Many studies have found that youth are particularly predisposed to impulsive behavior, especially in 

situations involving immediate costs relative to long-term benefits. Similar forces seem to be at play for 

many students in their decisions to drop out of school. In hindsight, adults who dropped out almost 

universally express regret. In one study, 74% admitted that they would have stayed in school if they could 

make the same decision again. So although the reasons students disengage from school are important to 

understand and address, the basic fact remains that students miss out on long-term payoffs from doing so.  

***ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ON A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER; 

ASK YOUR TEACHER FOR THE KEY WHEN YOU ARE DONE 

1. What is the authors’ argument (claim) in this piece? 

a. “By making school attendance compulsory until age 18 and adding targeted support 

programs, states can better help students avoid regret” 

b. “Many studies have found that youth are particularly predisposed to impulsive behavior” 

c. “Dropouts are more likely to be from households where parents are less active in 

promoting and helping with school” 

d. “Dropouts face worse social outcomes as well” 

 

2. All of the following establish the credibility (ethos) of the source EXCEPT 

a. That it has been published in an accredited publication 

b. The use of statistics and facts 

c. That research is cited in the article 

d. The people quoted represent diverse points of view 

 

3. Which of the following reflects an attempt to establish the argument by logically appealing (using 

logos) to the audience? 

a. “With so much hardship associated with leaving high school before graduating, why do 

so many students decided to do it?” 

b. “A majority of these individuals say they are unmotivated or uninspired to go to class” 

c. “Individuals earn higher wages if they work in regions with fewer dropouts…Crime rates 

are lower, and civic participation is higher. For these reasons, the high school droupout 

rate is sometimes used as a quality measure of schools and an appraisal of the skill level 

of the future national workforce” 

d. “High School dropouts face daunting challenges” 

 

4. In PARAGRAPH 7, which rhetorical strategies are used to support the argument? 

a. The paragraph uses rhetorical question and counterclaims 

b. The paragraph includes facts and parallelism. 

c. The paragraph includes personal experiences and exaggeration. 

d. The paragraph includes counterclaims and imagery 

 

5. The article focuses on facts about how large of a problem attendance and dropout rates has 

become. What effect do these facts have on the reader? 

a. The reader infers that this piece lacks bias 



b. The reader infers that the piece is biased toward mandatory attendance/high school 

graduation 

c. The reader infers that the piece is biased against high school graduation 

d. The reader infers that the piece has an agenda to make dropping out mandatory for all 

schools 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

STATION 6 KEY 

1- A – this quotation most clearly states the overall stance the author is taking on the topic of 

attendance – School needs to be mandatory and support needs to be added to combat dropout 

rates 

2- D – most of the research cited in this article supports the author’s claim rather than opposes it; 

although statistics and facts are usually associated with logos, they can also make someone 

gain credibility!! 

3- C- Although logos is usually associated with statistics, this answer is simply using step by step 

logic and still logos. None of the answers take the audience through step by step reasoning.   

4- A- the paragraph begins with a rhetorical question & then states reasons someone may drop out 

(counterclaim) 

5- B – by giving statistics and showing dropout rates as a problem, this leads the audience to see the 

bad sides to dropping out and favoring mandatory attendance & high school graduation 

requirements instead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Station 9 – Identifying and Evaluating Argument  

 

OPINION: Should Celebrities be Considered Role Models?        By Lauren Wheeler, 8/27/2013 

(Celebritycafe.com) 

Celebrities are entertainers, not role models.  

There has been a significant amount of outcry from the public about celebrities recently. Miley danced 

provocatively! Taylor dropped the F-bomb! Bieber peed in a mop bucket. How could these people do 

that? They’re role models! 

At TheCelebrityCafe.com, we’ve had a few op/eds covering the individual situations. We discussed 

Taylor Swift’s use of the F-word. We defended Miley Cyrus’ recent behavior. We even talked about 

Kanye West and his recklessness. While these are the individual writers' opinions, there is a major 

question that we, as a society, need to agree on. Should celebrities be role models? 

I understand that being in the limelight is kind of like being Superman. You can use your fame for good 

or for evil. But, being a celebrity does not make you a superhero. (Unless you play a superhero in a 

movie, then you are exempt from this op/ed.)  

Celebrities are meant to entertain us- through singing or acting. Though I’m not a celebrity myself, I am 

pretty sure that they don’t get into the job to “make a difference.” Making a difference is just something 

they could do on top of that- not required or expected. 

Would it be great if all celebrities use their fame to live perfect lives and influence others to be great? 

Yes. However, it isn’t their job to be role models. Sure, their jobs put them in the public eye and they 

should use every chance to help the world but people aren’t perfect. 

If we are going to make one celebrity a role model, shouldn’t that standard fall to all of them? Is it fair to 

condemn Miley Cyrus for ‘twerking’ at the VMAs when Lady Gaga danced half-naked at the same 

awards show? And can we name one celebrity “role model” who hasn’t made a mistake? 

Personally, my favorite celebrity is Vanessa Hudgens and I watch her movies and am generally interested 

in reading about her in magazines. Hudgens did have that little nude picture scandal. But that scandal 

didn’t make me want to get naked and take some pictures. She’s not my role model. No matter how great 

I think Hudgens is, I don’t expect her to do more than make movies and date really hot guys.  

The difference between celebrity mistakes and our own is that, when I make a mistake, it isn’t a headline. 

Now, I’m not defending celebrity mistakes. They know that they are under a microscope and should 

realize that their mistakes are a big deal. And when someone who is looked up to does something bad, I 

think that is an unfortunate situation- but they shouldn’t be smeared by the public and the media just 

because they did something bad. 

I also understand that children choose their own “role model.” Maybe a little girl looks up to Justin 

Bieber, is it Bieber’s job to live perfectly so the youth of the world will as well? Last time I checked, 

Bieber signed up to sing and not be a cultural example. Justin Bieber is 19 and he should not be 

responsible for shaping all of his fans.  

I understand why people would choose a celebrity as a role model. They are successful, famous and 

(mostly) talented. They are on TV and people want to be famous as well. Those are qualities that are 

perfect to look up to. However, celebrities aren’t there to help. Role models should be in the community -

- nurses, firefighters, parents, people who actually do help should be the role models.  

And, beyond that, if a person finds a celebrity as a negative role model- turn it off. Don’t listen and don’t 

watch. If we expect celebrities to be role models and they do something we deem “unacceptable,” then 

cut it off. Or maybe take the situation as an opportunity to show what not to do. 

http://thecelebritycafe.com/columnists/Lauren+Wheeler
http://thecelebritycafe.com/feature/2013/08/taylor-swift-drops-f-bomb-camera-vmas-and
http://thecelebritycafe.com/feature/2013/08/defense-miley-cyrus
http://thecelebritycafe.com/feature/2013/08/opinion-mtv-should-ban-kanye-west-vmas
http://thecelebritycafe.com/feature/high-school-musical-star-gets-undressed


No matter what we say, celebrities are always going to be labeled as role models and that isn’t their fault. 

It’s ours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

***ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ON A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER; 

ASK YOUR TEACHER FOR THE KEY WHEN YOU ARE DONE 

1. Which of the following facts potentially supports Wheeler’s credibility (ethos) as a source?  

a. She writes for TheCelebrityCafe.com 

b. She defends celebrity actions.  

c. She loves Vanessa Hudgens.  

d. She makes her own mistakes.  

 

2. What is Wheeler’s argument (claim) in this piece?  

a. Wheeler argues that the celebrities should be role models because they are in the public’s 

eye.  

b. Wheeler argues that the celebrities should use their fame to influence others to help 

society.   

c. Wheeler argues that the celebrities should not be viewed as role models and it is the 

public’s fault for viewing them as such.  

d. Wheeler argues that the celebrities should not be viewed as role models because they all 

make bad decisions.  

 

3. Which of the following descriptions contradicts the argument Wheeler appears to be making?  

a. “Sure, their jobs put them in the public eye and they should use every chance to help the 

world but people aren’t perfect.” 

b. “No matter how great I think Hudgens is, I don’t expect her to do more than make movies 

and date really hot guys.” 

 c. “I understand why people would choose a celebrity as a role model. They are successful, 

famous and (mostly) talented. They are on TV and people want to be famous as well.” 

d. “And, beyond that, if a person finds a celebrity as a negative role model- turn it off. Don’t 

listen and don’t watch.” 

 

4. In paragraph 6, Wheeler uses which of the following to help further her argument?  

a. Wheeler uses imagery.  

b. Wheeler uses metaphors.  

c. Wheeler uses repetition. 

d. Wheeler uses rhetorical questions.   

 

5. In the last sentence of her argument, Wheeler uses pathos in by including which of the following 

details?  

a. She wants people to view celebrities seriously.  

b. She places the blame on us rather than the celebrities.  

c. She finds celebrities unappealing.  



d. She is frustrated with how celebrities label themselves.  

 

 

 

STATION 9 KEY 

1- A – She is a writer for TheCelebrityCafe.com and discusses what types of writing the website 

does.  

2- C – She believes that celebrities cannot control who view them as role models; therefore, it is not 

their fault for being in the spotlight.  

3- C- She is recognizing the counterclaim to her argument.  

4- D- She is utilizing questions throughout that paragraph to help establish her argument.  

5- B- She has sympathy for celebrities by recognizing that we are the ones who have labeled them as 

such.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Part 1: Tone, Purpose, and Argument Analysis 

Directions: Read the speech below, and answer the multiple choice questions that follow. As you read, annotate the 

text for: claim, counterclaim, ethos, pathos, and logos.  

Press Conference for the Conclusion of Weisbaden for UNICEF- Audrey Hepburn, 12 December, 1991 

1. These are devastatingly hard times for our world.  

 

2. Africa is suffering from mass malnutrition. 40 million Africans are now displaced by civil conflict - most of them 

are children.  

Millions of Cambodians and Kurds are barely surviving in countless camps - again...most of them are children. 

Eastern Europe, Russia, Yugoslavia are facing a winter of despair and as always it will be children who will suffer 

the most and bear the scars the longest. 

 

3. In spite of a worldwide recession the people of Wiesbaden have opened up their hearts and given priority to the most 

vulnerable and fragile; our children. I am overwhelmed by the extraordinary effort of love you have made. This 

Wiesbaden initiative is unique - never before has an entire city raised funds for a whole year for children in need.  

 

4.    You, Mr. Mayor have been the driving force behind this splendid action. On behalf of UNICEF I express my deepest 

gratitude to you, the father of this City, and to every single citizen who has worked so hard and given so generously 

and lovingly to alleviate the suffering of so many children.  

 

5.    I dearly hope that your shining example will be followed by many other cities all over the world. 

 

6.    We have, for centuries, lived in ignorance and indifference to much of the suffering around us - this is no longer 

possible. Thanks to you, the media the world can no longer ignore its poor nor its political prisoners, its starving and 

dying, its wars, violence and injustice. The media has become a lifeline to a world in need.  

 

7.    Thank you for being here today, and for once again showing your willingness to be a voice for those children who 

are unable to speak for themselves. 

 

8.    Every year, for more than a decade -the "report" has called the attention of people everywhere, to the desperate 

plight of the most neglected most vulnerable and innocent among us, our children. In this report you will read of 

children suffering from malnutrition, excruciating poverty, disease, illiteracy, and the effects of over-population.  

9.    I have seen many of these children, and believe me it is heartbreaking. Yet I am sustained by the knowledge that to 

all of this there is a solution... As Mr. Grant will shortly tell you the 1990s could be a decade of real progress.  

10.  Those children that have stricken me with despair are the ones who are the victims of war and civil conflict - and I 

quote from the "report": 

11.  In the last decade, more than 1 1/2 million children have been killed in wars. More than 4 million have been 

physically disabled - limbs amputated, brains damaged, eyesight and hearing lost - through bombing, landmines, 

firearms, torture. Five million children are in refugee camps, because of war; a further 12 million have lost their 

homes.  

12.  The time has now come for a worldwide public to cry out against this war on children, against those who use the 

weapons and those who supply them. If wars must be fought, then, at the very least, children should be protected 

from their worst effects.   

13.  We do not have the power to stop a war ... but we do have the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which has now 

been ratified by 100 countries - and it specifically demands ... " all feasible measures to ensure protection and care 

of children who are affected by armed conflict." We can and must create a safety net for children - zones of peace 



and protection. We ask that periods of tranquility and special relief corridors be observed for the benefit of 

children... where war and violence are still taking place. 

14.  Last year, at the World Summit for Children, which was attended by 72 heads of State - a promise was made, that 

children should have first call on societies' concern - in good times and in bad - in war, as in peace - in times of 

recession, as in times of affluence. A man who is dedicating his life to keeping this promise is our Executive 

Director; a man who has been the driving force and inspiration behind the adoption of the Convention on the Rights 

of the Child - the World Summit for Children - and the achievement, this year, of Universal Child Immunization for 

80% of children in the developing world - the miracle of this decade. He travels constantly to the 4 corners of the 

earth - wherever there is a child in need. Mr. James Grant. 

Questions:   

1. Which of the following best establishes Audrey Hepburn’s credibility to speak on this topic? 

a. Her social standing as an actress.   c. She is a good will ambassador 

b. She is from Burma.    d. She has witnessed the effects of malnutrition and 

war. 

 

2. What claim is Audrey Hepburn making concerning children of poor nations? 

a. She is calling for all children in impoverished nations to be adopted.  

b. To hope that others keep the struggles of these children in their thoughts and prayers. 

c. That there is a need for medical care for all of these children. 

d. In spite of the heartbreaking problems occurring throughout the world, there is a solution. 

 

3. All of the following statements state the claim EXCEPT 

a. “The time has now come for a worldwide public to cry out against this war on children, against those who use the 

weapons and those who supply them. If wars must be fought, then, at the very least, children should be protected 

from their worst effects.” (paragraph 12) 

b. “We do not have the power to stop a war ... but we do have the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which has 

now been ratified by 100 countries - and it specifically demands ... "all feasible measures to ensure protection and 

care of children who are affected by armed conflict." (paragraph 13.) 

c. “…and believe me it is heartbreaking. Yet I am sustained by the knowledge that to all of this there is a solution.” 

(paragraph 9)  

d. “Africa is suffering from mass malnutrition. 40 million Africans are now displaced by civil conflict - most of 

them are children.” (paragraph 2) 

 

4. What strategies does Hepburn use in an attempt to convince her audience? 

a. Establishing credibility in paragraph 3.   c. Scientific facts in paragraph 8. 

b. Staggering statistics in paragraph 11.   d. All of the above 

 

5. In which of the following paragraph does Audrey Hepburn acknowledge a counterclaim to her argument? 

a. Paragraph 13      c. Paragraph 6  

b. Paragraph 3      d. There is no counterclaim. 

 

6. “If wars must be fought, then, at the very least, children should be protected from their worst effects.” (paragraph 

12). 

The above example is included to:  

a. Provide a logical perspective.    c. Address a counterclaim 

b. Introduce a new problem to the audience.   d. Establish her credibility as a speaker. 

 

7. Which of the following paragraphs express Audrey Hepburn’s view on the severity of the problem? 

a. Paragraph 2     c. Paragraph 9 

b. Paragraph 7     d. Paragraph 11 

 



8. The audience should be skeptical of paragraph 8, “Every year, for more than a decade -the "report" has called the 

attention of people everywhere, to the desperate plight of the most neglected most vulnerable and innocent among 

us, our children,” because: 

a. There is intense emotional diction 

b. These lines include facts from a non-credible source. 

c. These lines rely on her celebrity status for support. 

d. These lines focus on unimportant details. 

 

9. Audrey Hepburn focuses on the effects of war and malnutrition on children. How does this focus help to 

communicate her message effectively? 

a. Her experience with these children is necessary to make her argument. 

b. These references establish her credibility as a speaker. 

c. These emotional appeals help her audience sympathize with her cause. 

d. These references address her worries about the success of her organization. 

 

10. This speech contains all of the following EXCEPT: 

a. Personal experience    c. Emotional support 

b. Statistical support    d. Victim Testimony 

 

 

Directions: Read Jimmy Valvanno’s acceptance speech at the 1993 ESPY Awards.  Valvanno was awarded 

the inaugural Arthur Ashe Courage and Humanitarian Award.  

1. I can’t tell you what an honor it is, to even be mentioned in the same breath with Arthur Ashe. This is something I 

certainly will treasure forever. But, as it was said on the tape, and I also don’t have one of those things going with 

the cue cards, so I’m going to speak longer than anybody else has spoken tonight. That’s the way it goes. Time is 

very precious to me. I don’t know how much I have left and I have some things that I would like to say. Hopefully, 

at the end, I will have said something that will be important to other people too. 

 

2. But, I can’t help it. Now I’m fighting cancer, everybody knows that. People ask me all the time about how you go 

through your life and how’s your day, and nothing is changed for me. As Dick said, I’m a very emotional and 

passionate man. I can’t help it. That’s being the son of Rocco and Angelina Valvano. It comes with the territory. We 

hug, we kiss, we love. When people say to me how do you get through life or each day, it’s the same thing. To me, 

there are three things we all should do every day. We should do this every day of our lives. Number one is laugh. 

You should laugh every day. Number two is think. You should spend some time in thought. Number three is, you 

should have your emotions moved to tears, could be happiness or joy. But think about it. If you laugh, you think, 

and you cry, that’s a full day. That’s a heck of a day. You do that seven days a week, you’re going to 

have something special. 

 

3. I rode on the plane up today with Mike Krzyzewski, my good friend and wonderful coach. People don’t realize he’s 

ten times a better person than he is a coach, and we know he’s a great coach. He’s meant a lot to me in these last five 

or six months with my battle. But when I look at Mike, I think, we competed against each other as players. I coached 

against him for fifteen years, and I always have to think about what’s important in life to me are these three things. 

Where you started, where you are and where you’re going to be. Those are the three things that I try to do every day. 

When I think about getting up and giving a speech, I can’t help it. I have to remember the first speech I ever gave. 

 

4. I was coaching at Rutgers University, that was my first job, oh that’s wonderful (reaction to applause), and I was the 

freshman coach. That’s when freshmen played on freshman teams, and I was so fired up about my first job. I see 

Lou Holtz here. Coach Holtz, who doesn’t like the very first job you had? The very first time you stood in the locker 

room to give a pep talk. That’s a special place, the locker room, for a coach to give a talk. So my idol as a coach was 

Vince Lombardi, and I read this book called “Commitment To Excellence” by Vince Lombardi. And in the book, 

Lombardi talked about the first time he spoke before his Green Bay Packers team in the locker room, and they were 

perennial losers. I’m reading this and Lombardi said he was thinking should it be a long talk, or a short talk? But he 

wanted it to be emotional, so it would be brief. So here’s what I did. Normally you  get in the locker room, I don’t 



know, twenty-five minutes, a half hour before the team takes the field, you do your little x and o’s, and then you 

give the great Knute Rockne talk. We all do. Speech number eight-four. You pull them right out, you get ready. You 

get your squad ready. Well, this is the first one I ever gave and I read this thing. Lombardi, what he said was he 

didn’t go in, he waited. His team wondering, where is he? Where is this great coach? He’s not there.  

 

5. Ten minutes he’s still not there. Three minutes before they could take the field Lombardi comes in, bangs the door 

open, and I think you all remember what great presence he had, great presence. He walked in and he walked back 

and forth, like this, just walked, staring at the players. He said, “All eyes on me.” I’m reading this in this book. I’m 

getting this picture of Lombardi before his first game and he said “Gentlemen, we will be successful this year, if you 

can focus on three things, and three things only. Your family, your religion and the Green Bay Packers.” They 

knocked the walls down and the rest was history.  

 

6. I said, that’s beautiful. I’m going to do that. Your family, your religion and Rutgers basketball. That’s it. I had it. 

Listen, I’m twenty-one years old. The kids I’m coaching are nineteen, and I’m going to be the greatest coach in the 

world, the next Lombardi. I’m practicing outside of the locker room and the managers tell me you got to go in. Not 

yet, not yet, family, religion, Rutgers Basketball. All eyes on me. I got it, I got it. Then finally he said, three minutes, 

I said fine. True story. I go to knock the doors open just like Lombardi. Boom! They don’t open. I almost broke my 

arm. Now I was down, the players were looking. Help the coach out, help him out. Now I did like Lombardi, I 

walked back and forth, and I was going like that with my arm getting the feeling back in it. Finally I said, 

“Gentlemen, all eyes on me.” These kids wanted to play, they’re nineteen. “Let’s go,” I said. “Gentlemen, we’ll be 

successful this year if you can focus on three things, and three things only. Your family, your religion and the Green 

Bay Packers,” I told them. I did that. I remember that. I remember where I came from.  

 

7. It’s so important to know where you are. I know where I am right now. How do you go from where you are to where 

you want to be? I think you have to have an enthusiasm for life. You have to have a dream, a goal. You have to be 

willing to work for it.  

 

8. I talked about my family, my family is so important. People think I have courage. The courage in my family are my 

wife Pam, my three daughters, here, Nicole, Jamie, LeeAnn, my mom, who’s right here too. That screen is flashing 

up there thirty seconds like I care about that screen right now, huh? I got tumors all over my body. I’m worried 

about some guy in the back going thirty seconds?  

 

9. I just got one last thing, I urge all of you, all of you, to enjoy your life, the precious moments you have. To spend 

each day with some laughter and some thought, to get your emotions going. To be enthusiastic every day and as 

Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “Nothing great could be accomplished without enthusiasm,” to keep your dreams alive 

in spite of problems whatever you have. The ability to be able to work hard for your dreams to come true, to become 

a reality. 

 

10. Now I look at where I am now and I know what I want to do. What I would like to be able to do is spend whatever 

time I have left and to give, and maybe, some hope to others. Arthur Ashe Foundation is a wonderful thing, and 

AIDS, the amount of money pouring in for AIDS is not enough, but is significant. But if I told you it’s ten times the 

amount that goes in for cancer research. I also told you that five hundred thousand people will die this year of 

cancer. I also tell you that one in every four will be afflicted with this disease, and yet somehow, we seem to have 

put it in a little bit of the background. I want to bring it back on the front table. We need your help. I need your help. 

We need money for research. It may not save my life. It may save my children’s lives. It may save someone you 

love. And ESPN has been so kind to support me in this endeavor and allow me to announce tonight, that 

with ESPN’s support, which means what? Their money and their dollars and they’re helping me-we are starting the 

Jimmy V Foundation for Cancer Research. And its motto is “Don’t give up, don’t ever give up.” That’s what I’m 

going to try to do every minute that I have left. I will thank God for the day and the moment I have. If you see me, 

smile and give me a hug. That’s important to me too. But try if you can to support, whether it’s AIDS or the cancer 

foundation, so that someone else might survive, might prosper and might actually be cured of this dreaded disease. I 

can’t thank ESPN enough for allowing this to happen. I’m going to work as hard as I can for cancer research and 

hopefully, maybe, we’ll have some cures and some breakthroughs. I’d like to think, I’m going to fight my brains out 

to be back here again next year for the Arthur Ashe recipient. I want to give it next year!   

 



11. I know, I gotta go, I gotta go, and I got one last thing and I said it before, and I want to say it again. Cancer can take 

away all my physical abilities. It cannot touch my mind, it cannot touch my heart and it cannot touch my soul. And 

those three things are going to carry on forever.  I thank you and God bless you all. 

Questions:  

11. The purpose of Valvano’s speech from paragraphs 1-9 is to 

a. Convince people to live their lives with passion, emotion, and enthusiasm. 

b. Inform people about cancer. 

c. Reinforce his belief that he was the greatest coach of all time.  

d. Persuade his audience to vote him in the Hall of Fame.  

 

12. Valvano’s purpose in using first person pronouns is to 

a. to directly address a specific audience member. 

b. to help his audience see that his topic applies to them.  

c. to emphasize his own intimate beliefs. 

d. to make sure his message reaches only a small group of people.  

 

13. Valvano’s purpose in using second person pronouns is to  

a. to directly address a specific audience member. 

b. to help his audience see that his topic applies to them.  

c. to emphasize his own intimate beliefs. 

d. to make sure his message reaches only a small group of people.  

 

14. In his speech, Valvano suggest people live their lives every day in which of the following ways? 

a. to laugh, think, and cry.     c. to think, cry, and love. 

b. to love, laugh, and dance.    d. to stop, listen, and move.  

 

15. In paragraph 9, the speaker quotes Emerson to support his point that despite the problems we may have we 

need  

a. to express our emotions through team efforts. 

b. to write poetry to express our emotions. 

c. to spend each day with some tears and strife.  

d. to live our lives enthusiastically and work towards our dreams. 

 

 

16. The purpose of paragraphs 5 & 6 is to establish  

a. a reflective and depressing tone.    c. a tragic and sarcastic tone.  

b. an anxious and lighthearted tone.   d. a whimsical and gloomy tone. 

 

17. In paragraph 6, which device does Valvano include to create this tone?  

a. mostly long romantic sentences with multiple commas. 

b. mostly short and choppy sentences some with exclamation points. 

c. mostly formal language with some foreign word choices.  

d. mostly olfactory imagery with some symbolic word choices.  

 

18. Beginning in paragraph 10, the subject of the speech shifts from  

a. the speaker’s life as a basketball coach to his family history.  

b. the speaker’s family history to his life as basketball coach. 

c. the speaker’s personal history and values to his plans and desires for the future. 

d. the speaker’s personal history to his love for his family. 

 

19. According to Valvano, it’s important to know where you are because  

a. you need to know where you are in order to remain where you are.  

b. you need to know where you are in order to find your way home.  

c. you need to know where you are in order to win the game of life.  

d. you need to know where you are in order to go to where you want to be. 



 

20. How does the author’s purpose in paragraph 10 shift?  

a. originally he encourages his audience to convince people to live their lives with passion, and then he 

shifts to encouraging people to donate money for research.  

b. originally he encourages his audience to become involved and passionate about sports, and then he shifts 

to asking people to donate money to the Arthur Ashe Fund. 

c. originally he begs his audience to listen to his story about his family and his life lessons, and then he 

shifts to asking people to listen to their parents. 

d. originally he entertains his audience with a story from his past, and then he shifts to informing the 

audience about the details of his type of cancer and how it works exactly.  

 

 

Part 2: Argument Analysis 

 
Dress for Success: Public School Uniforms       By TAMAR LEWIN  

Published: September 25, 

1997 

1. From tiny southern towns to the nation's largest cities, public school uniforms have become so common this year 

that in many areas, they are no longer the exception, but the rule.  

 

2. In Miami, 196 of the 328 public schools require uniforms this year, more than twice as many as last year. In 

Cleveland, two-thirds of the public schools have adopted uniforms. In Chicago, four out of five schools now have 

uniforms, as do more than half the schools in Boston. And in New York, where only 10 percent of the schools had 

uniforms last year, Philip Russo, a spokesman for the Board of Education, said he expected, conservatively, that 25 

percent would have uniforms by the end of the year.  

 

3. ''I don't know exact numbers, but more than half the urban school districts in the country have some uniform policy, 

it's increased this year and I suspect it'll continue to increase, since there seem to be some benefits and no serious 

drawbacks,'' said Mike Casserly, executive director of the Council of the Great City Schools, a Washington group 

that represents the nation's largest urban school districts.  

 

4. While the whole concept of public school uniforms would probably have aroused strong opposition 10 or 20 years 

ago, from those seeing it as a stifling of students' self-expression, an attempt to infringe on their individuality, some 

see it as a sign of the times that few such complaints are being heard.  

 

5. ''Throughout society, there is popular support for any measure that sounds like it supports greater law and order, 

even if there's no evidence that it actually has any effect,'' said Nadine Strossen, president of the American Civil 

Liberties Union. ''I don't think politicians really believe in school uniforms, but they do it to get kudos, to be seen as 

taking action without costing the taxpayers money. And while we do get some complaints, lots of people shrug their 

shoulders, thinking it may not do any good, but it won't do much harm, either.''  

 

6. In Zion, Ill., 50 miles north of Chicago, Jerri-Lynn Williams, the principal of Shiloh Park Elementary School, says 

she loves driving in each morning and seeing the children gathering, more of them each week, in the red-white-and-

blue uniforms she introduced this school year.  

 

7. ''They look so nice and neat and crisp,'' Ms. Williams said. ''It's probably only about 40 percent of them wearing the 

uniforms so far, but it's growing. We're going to do a tally soon, and if there's the parent support I think there is, I'd 

love to make it mandatory next year.''  

 

8. These days, uniforms are less likely to be a matter of plaid pleats and white dress shirts than, as at Shiloh Park, 

persuading students to wear navy pants or skirts and red, white or blue tops.  

 

9. At most schools, uniforms are voluntary. In Boston, for example, of 125 schools, 58 have voluntary uniforms and 18 

have mandatory uniform policies.  

 



10. While a smattering of public schools had uniforms starting in the 1980's, the practice did not become widespread 

until 1994, when Long Beach, Calif., adopted a districtwide mandatory rule on uniforms for all elementary and 

middle-school students. Its much-publicized report the following year said school crime had decreased 36 percent.  

 

11. Last year, after President Clinton's State of the Union address included a pitch for school uniforms, the United States 

Department of Education sent every district in the nation a pamphlet on the subject, beginning with a section titled 

''School Uniforms: Where They Are and Why They Work.''  

 

12. School administrators in many cities say that parents, teachers and students alike are surprisingly enthusiastic about 

uniforms.  

 

13. ''Everywhere I've gone, it's been received with great excitement,'' said Mr. Russo in New York. ''Even kids who 

initially don't like the idea say they feel they're being treated with more respect. It really breeds a lot of unity and 

self-esteem, and it makes it cheaper for parents to clothe their kids for school.''  

 

14. Legally, said Ms. Strossen of the A.C.L.U., school-uniform policies have been vulnerable to challenge only when 

they do not make provision for free uniforms for those who cannot afford them, or when they fail to include a 

provision allowing parents to opt their children out.  

 

15. ''We've won some of those cases, quite recently, in California and Florida,'' she said. ''But once you have an opt-out 

provision, and it's enforced, it takes away the coercion, and there's not much of a legal leg to stand on.''  

 

16. As a practical matter, many parents favor school uniforms, finding that they make it both easier, and cheaper, to 

outfit their children each day.  

 

17. In their effort to eliminate fashion competition, some districts not only dictate colors, but forbid clothing with visible 

labels or logos.  

 

18. ''The whole point is to have the children to be equal, not to divide the haves and have nots,'' said Dr. Joe Haynes, the 

superintendent of schools in Greenville, Miss., who this year expanded his district's policy to cover all students and 

ban all labels. ''Some principals said labels might signify things, and we wanted to avoid any possibility of gang 

problems, of some group of kids deciding to buy the same brand, and thinking the little thing on their shirt 

represents something.''  

 

19. Responding to the no-label pressure, and to students' strong attachment to brand names, a Georgia apparel company, 

Duck Head, created a line of school clothes with discreet logos on flaps that can be tucked away in a pocket during 

class.  

 

20. At Shiloh Park, as at many other schools, students get a day off from uniforms every Friday. And like students 

elsewhere, Ms. Williams's younger students have taken to the uniforms more happily than the older ones.  

 

21. In some classrooms, teachers, too, are wearing the uniforms.  

 

22.  'We have one class where everybody shows up in uniform, and I think it's because the teacher does too, and she's 

someone who has incredible rapport with the parents and kids,'' Ms. Williams said.  

 

23. While most school systems, like New York City's, allow individual schools to determine their own dress code, a few 

require uniforms districtwide.  

 

24. But even where the school district has made no move toward uniforms -- and where the issue is more one of image 

than concern about costs, crime, or gang colors -- some parents start their own campaigns for uniforms.  

 

25. ''We see a lot of private school kids around here, and we liked the look,'' said Vicki Burns, a parent who helped get 

uniforms this year at Palmer Elementary School, outside Houston. ''The district hasn't been interested, but we saw 

the need, and we just decided to go ahead and check into it. The principal at our school had the kids vote on it in 

their mock election, and they voted it down. But then there was a parent vote, and it got overwhelming support.''  



 

26. A parents committee chose red, white or blue polo shirts, with navy or khaki bottoms, with a logo. The uniforms are 

available either through a local store or at the catalogue company Lands' End, which started a uniform department in 

time for this year's school opening.  

27. ''We're getting 40 to 50 percent of the kids in uniform on a given day,'' said Ms. Burns, who pays her 10-year-old 

twins, Martin and Meghan, an extra $1 a week in allowance to wear the uniform. ''I can see it's growing, so it's pretty 

clearly a success.''  

 

28. Meghan likes the uniforms, but her brother does not. ''I think it's easier than deciding what you're going to wear each 

day,'' she said. ''But some of the boys don't like tucking in their shirts.''  

 

Read the article "Dress for Success: Public School Uniforms," then answer the following questions. 

 

21. Which of the following lines best states the argument (claim) in this article? 

a. "These days, uniforms are less likely to be a matter of plaid pleats and white dress shirts than, 

as at Shiloh Park, persuading students to wear navy pants or skirts and red, white or blue tops." 

(paragraph 8) 

b. "In their effort to eliminate fashion competition, some districts not only dictate colors, but 

forbid clothing with visible labels or logos." (paragraph 17) 

c. “While the whole concept of public school uniforms would probably have aroused strong 

opposition 10 or 20 years ago, from those seeing it as a stifling of students' self-expression, an 

attempt to infringe on their individuality, some see it as a sign of the times that few such 

complaints are being heard.." (paragraph 4) 

d. "[S]chool-uniform policies have been vulnerable to challenge only when they do not make 

provision for free uniforms for those who cannot afford them, or when they fail to include a 

provision allowing parents to opt their children out." (paragraph 14)    

 

22. All of the following establish the credibility (ethos) of this source EXCEPT 

a. The people quoted represent diverse points of view. 

b. That is published by a recognizable newspaper. 

c. That school administrators are cited in the article. 

d. The use of statistics and facts.   

 

23. Which of the following reflects an attempt to establish the argument by logically appealing (logos) to the 

audience? 

a. "In some classrooms, teachers, too, are wearing the uniforms." (paragraph 21)  

b. "From tiny southern towns to the nation's largest cities, public school uniforms have become 

so common this year that in many areas, they are no longer the exception, but the rule." 

(paragraph 1) 

c. [M]any parents favor school uniforms, finding that they make it both easier, and cheaper, to 

outfit their children each day. (paragraph 16) 

d. "The tale begins 20 years ago, when putting 2 tablespoons of tomato paste on a slice of pizza 

allowed the slice to count as a vegetable in the federally funded school lunch program." 

(paragraph 3) 

 

24. In paragraph 6, what rhetorical strategies are used to support the argument? 

a. The paragraph includes rhetorical questions and sympathetic word choices. 

b. The paragraph includes facts and parallelism. 

c. The paragraph includes personal experiences and exaggeration. 

d. The paragraph includes counter-claims and imagery. 

 

25. The article focuses on facts about how popular school uniforms have become. What effect do these facts 

have on the reader? 

a. The reader infers that the piece lacks bias. 

b. The reader infers that the piece is biased toward school uniforms. 



c. The reader infers that the piece is biased against school uniforms. 

d. The reader infers that the piece has an agenda to made school uniforms mandatory in all 

schools. 

 

The Return of School Uniforms 

School Violence, 2000  

 

1.    In the following selection, Jessica Portner describes the mandatory-uniform policy adopted by the Long Beach, 

California, school district in 1994. Since the policy went into effect, Portner notes, the number of assaults, fights, 

and suspensions in the school district has dropped dramatically. Uniforms reduce undesirable behavior because they 

put students in the right frame of mind to learn, writes Portner. Uniforms also make intruders easier to identify and 

reduce student violence associated with the wearing of gang colors, she points out. Though some students and 

parents have complained of the added expense and the monotony of the uniform policy, Portner explains that most 

have embraced school uniforms as a positive measure to increase school safety. She also reports that other school 

districts across the United States are implementing or considering similar policies. Portner is an assistant editor for 

Teacher Magazine. 

2.    Linda Moore has been feeling especially proud lately. 

3.    And she has President Clinton to thank. 

4.    In his State of the Union Address in 1996, Mr. Clinton praised student uniforms as a way to promote safety and 

discipline in public schools. Ms. Moore, the principal of Will Rogers Middle School, felt a particular satisfaction in 

the endorsement. 

5.    "Everybody is looking for answers, and here is a district that is doing something that is working," she said. Since 

1994, the 83,000-student Long Beach system has required its elementary and middle school students to dress in 

uniform fashion. It was the first public school district in the nation to do so. 

6.    Mr. Clinton may have had this Southern California school system in mind when, in his speech, he challenged public 

schools to mandate uniforms "if it meant that teenagers [would] stop killing each other over designer jackets." 

7.    Since the mandatory-uniform policy was launched in 56 elementary and 14 middle schools here in fall 1994, 

violence and discipline problems have decreased dramatically, a survey by the district shows. 

8.    From the year before uniforms were required, 1993-94, to 1995, assault and battery cases in grades K-8 have 

dropped 34 percent. Physical fights between students have dropped by 51 percent, and there were 32 percent fewer 

suspensions. 

9.    Though each school in the district can choose its own uniform, most Long Beach students are required to wear black 

or blue pants, skirts, or shorts with white shirts. Nearly 60,000 K-8 students are affected by the policy. 

10.   Parents have the option of excusing their children from the requirement. But, so far, only 500 parents have filled out 

petitions to exempt their children, according to Dick Van DerLaan, a spokesman for the district. 

11.  In addition to Long Beach, a few other districts in California and across the country are testing the benefits of 

requiring students to come to school in color-specific, and sometimes style-specific, clothing. 
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12.  The Oakland, California, schools began a similar uniform policy in September 1995. And a small number of other 

districts—including Dade County, Florida; Seattle; and Charleston, South Carolina—allow schools to decide for 

themselves whether to require uniforms. 

13.   But Long Beach appears to be the first school system to have documented measurable success in improving student 

behavior. 

14.  Since students at Rogers Middle School started wearing black bottoms, white tops, and red jackets or sweaters, 

fights have declined by 40 percent, and academic performance has improved, school officials said. 

15.  Uniforms are an effective method of reducing unwanted behavior, she said, because the more formal clothing puts 

students in the right mind-set to learn.                                                                                                                                                      

Dressing for Success 

16. "It's about dressing for success," said Ms. Moore, who said she wears the school uniform as a gesture of solidarity 

with her students. She has a selection of bright red blazers in her home closet. 

17.  Not one parent at Rogers Middle School has opted out of the plan in 1996, and a quick look around campus at the 

unbroken stream of red, white, and black shows that students are largely compliant. But there are some exceptions. 

18.  In February 1996, as Ms. Moore darted down the hall between classes, the former basketball coach was scanning the 

crowds. 

19. "Tuck in that shirt," she called out to one disheveled teenager who was slouching against a locker. She looked 

disparagingly at another whose sweatshirt was clearly purple, not red. 

20.  In addition to choosing uniform colors, each of the district's schools is allowed to chose the fabric and style of dress. 

One elementary school requires its pupils to wear ties, and a few others prefer plaid, but most stick with blue or 

black and white. 

21. "This isn't a private, prep school, with a coat-of-arms and saddle shoes look," Mr. Van DerLaan said. "It's a little 

more California casual." 

Generation Gap 

22.   A catalyst for adopting uniforms in Long Beach was parents' fears over students being attacked for inadvertently 

wearing a wrong color scarf or hat that might provoke rivalry among local gangs. 

23.  The district adopted a dress code more than a decade ago that prohibits gang-related attire, as well as caps, bandanas, 

baggy pants, and electronic pagers. But many felt the district had to take a more drastic approach. 

24.  When Judy Jacobs had two children attending Rogers Middle School, she was among the organizers of the effort to 

bring uniforms to that school. She now has a child in a district elementary school and has remained enthusiastic 

about uniforms. "There are so few boundaries for kids these days, with the drug use and violence, so if we can give 

them some limits, that's good," she said. 
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25.  The uniformity tends to bolster safety because it makes it easier to spot people who may not belong on campus, 

school leaders say. 

26.  Many who teach in areas where gangs are prevalent argue that students are safer walking to school when dressed in 

uniform. 

27.  "If gang members see one of our students in uniform, they'll leave them alone," as if they belong to a different 

clique, said Wilma Ferguson, who has been a gym teacher at Franklin Middle School here for 14 years. 

28.  But a large portion of the district's students aren't as upbeat as parents and teachers appear to be. And the older they 

get, the less they seem to like it—which may not bode well for talk in the district of expanding the uniform 

requirement to high schools. 

29.  "It's like we're all in jail," said Hector Gonzalez, a 7th grader at Rogers. 

30.  "It's totally bogus," said Gan Luong, an 8th grader at Franklin. "If you wear decent clothes, you shouldn't have to 

wear uniforms." 

31.  Alicia Nunez, also an 8th grader at Franklin, complained that the regimented attire stifles her creativity. "You come 

to school to get your education, not for them to tell you how to dress," the 14-year-old said as she strode across 

campus wearing a chocolate-brown T-shirt and jeans. 

Legal Challenge 

32.  The U.S. Supreme Court hasn't directly addressed the question of whether public schools can impose dress 

requirements on their students. Lower courts, however, have generally upheld school dress codes. 

33.  In the fall of 1995, in one of the first legal tests of a mandatory-uniform policy, an Arizona state judge upheld a 

Phoenix middle school's policy, even though it does not give students the right to opt out of the requirement. 

34.  Most public schools and districts offer a parent or guardian the opportunity to excuse a child from wearing a 

uniform. And most do not impose harsh penalties on students who are supposed to wear uniforms but don't. 

35.  "Schools generally feel they need to exercise latitude when they put their foot down," said Gary Marx, a spokesman 

for the American Association of School Administrators in Arlington, Virginia. 

36.  The American Civil Liberties Union of Southern California, on behalf of a group of low-income families, filed a 

lawsuit in state court in October 1995 against the Long Beach Unified School District, claiming that the district's 

uniform policy is a financial burden on poor families. The ACLU also claimed that the district has violated state law 

by neglecting to adequately inform parents about their right to exempt their children from the program. 

37.  The law signed in 1994 by California Governor Pete Wilson to allow state public schools to require uniforms also 

says that parents must have a way to opt out of such requirements. 

38.  The ACLU lawyers say many parents can't afford the cost of school uniforms. About 66 percent of the district's 

elementary and middle school students qualify for free or reduced-price lunches. [In a February 1996 settlement, the 

plaintiffs agreed that the district had the right to require school uniforms, provided there is adequate notice, uniform 

assistance for disadvantaged pupils, and an exemption procedure.] 

http://ic.galegroup.com/ic/ovic/ViewpointsDetailsPage/ViewpointsDetailsWindow?failOverType=&query=&prodId=OVIC&windowstate=normal&contentModules=&display-query=&mode=view&displayGroupName=Viewpoints&dviSelectedPage=&limiter=&u=plai4443&currPage=&source=&disableHighlighting=&displayGroups=&sortBy=&zid=&search_within_results=&p=OVIC&action=e&catId=&activityType=&scanId=&documentId=GALE%7CEJ3010082216
http://ic.galegroup.com/ic/ovic/ViewpointsDetailsPage/ViewpointsDetailsWindow?failOverType=&query=&prodId=OVIC&windowstate=normal&contentModules=&display-query=&mode=view&displayGroupName=Viewpoints&dviSelectedPage=&limiter=&u=plai4443&currPage=&source=&disableHighlighting=&displayGroups=&sortBy=&zid=&search_within_results=&p=OVIC&action=e&catId=&activityType=&scanId=&documentId=GALE%7CEJ3010082216


39.   Hope Carradine, who dresses three of her five children in uniforms, said she had to ask other family members to 

help pay for them. "I shop thrift and buy in bulk, and you can't do that with uniforms," she said. 

Other Strategies 

40.  But district officials say that parents can buy the essential items—a white shirt and a pair of pants—for $25 from 

several area stores. In addition, many schools sell sweatshirts or shorts for $6 each. Many local charities also provide 

free uniforms, backpacks, and shoes to needy students. 

41.  And if parents find the costs too burdensome, Mr. Van DerLaan, the district spokesman, said, they can always opt 

out. A flier explaining this right was sent to parents nine months before any uniform policies became effective, he 

said. 

42.  Despite their commitment to the school-uniform policy, Long Beach officials don't view it as a panacea for 

discipline problems. 

43.  Other efforts, such as stepped-up parent involvement and additional conflict-resolution classes also have contributed 

to the more peaceful climate on campuses, school leaders here say. 

44.  The district is continuing to evaluate the benefits of uniforms to determine whether 1995's improved numbers for 

behavior were more than a blip on the screen. 

45.  And while some Long Beach students complain that the regulation dress is monotonous and dampens their personal 

style, many also see a positive side. 

46.  "The good thing is people judge you on your inner characteristics rather than what you wear," said Nick Duran, an 

8th grader and the student-body president at Rogers Middle School. Plus, he said, it's easier to choose what to put on 

in the morning. 
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Read “The Return of School Uniforms” by Jessica Portner, and answer the questions that follow.  

 

26. Which of the following facts calls into question Portner’s credibility (ethos) as a source? 

a. The author does not have an introduction, so the audience may not be able to trust the source.  

b. The author published the source in 2000, but the data was collected in 1994, making the 

information too outdated.   

c. Outside sources are cited, meaning her own findings are not sufficient. 

d. There is no reason to question the author’s credibility. 

 

27. What is Portner’s argument (claim) in this piece? 

a. School uniforms are becoming more prominent and have many benefits.  

b. There are ways of getting around school uniforms.  

c. School uniforms are a hassle regarding obtaining and maintaining. 

d. School uniforms promote success.  

 

 



 

28. How does Portner primarily support her argument? 

a. The majority of her argument is supported by emotional appeals. 

b. The majority of her argument is supported by repeating words and phrases. 

c. The majority of her argument is supported by using logic and common sense. 

d. The majority of her argument is supported by citing outside sources that helps credibility. 

 

29. Which of the following descriptions does not support Portner’s argument? 

a. “Parents have the option of excusing their children from the requirement” (paragraph 10). 

b. “A catalyst for adopting uniforms in Long Beach was parents’ fears over students being attacked 

for inadvertently wearing a wrong color scarf or hat that might provoke rivalry among local 

gangs” (paragraph 22). 

c. “But a large portion of the district’s parents aren’t as upbeat as parents and teachers appear to be… 

‘It’s like we’re all in jail’” (paragraph 28).  

d. “Other efforts, such as stepped-up parent involvement and additional conflict-resolution classes 

also have contributed to the more peaceful climate on campuses, school leaders here say” 

(paragraph 43).  

 

30. To further support her claim, Portner uses what rhetorical devices in paragraphs 22-31 (Generation Gap)? 

a. Portner uses multiple testimonies when explaining the benefits of uniforms.  

b. Portner uses logic when explaining the benefits of uniforms.  

c. Portner uses outside sources to gain multiple perspectives on the topic.  

d. Portner uses parallel structure to emphasize the importance of uniforms.  

 

31. In paragraph 44, Portner uses the phrase “blip on the screen” to describe the benefits of uniforms. What 

does this phrase choice suggest about her possible bias? 

a. She sees the topic as a severe one and thinks it deserves more attention.  

b. It is simply that—a blip on the screen that is unimportant. 

c. She sees the topic as a problem, but it does not need much attention. 

d. She sees the topic as something that currently does not have attention but needs it. 

 

32. The final quote of the article (paragraph 46) uses which of the following to help further her argument? 

a. Portner uses an outside source to strengthen the argument’s credibility and to gain other opinions.  

b. Portner uses witness testimony to strengthen the argument. 

c. Portner uses verbal irony to ease the tension caused by the topic. 

d. Portner uses logic to further her argument.  

 

33. After reviewing the article, a student researches the author and finds out that Portner is part of an 

organization that travels around to school districts that promote school uniforms. What does that 

information suggest about Portner’s article? 

a. Portner is likely to show evidence for both sides of the argument because she has to be fair and has 

to inform the audience. 

b. Portner is likely to be prepared to refute arguments that do not support uniforms because she is 

passionate and well-informed about the topic.  

c. Portner is likely to neglect the idea that uniforms may not be beneficial.   

d. Portner is likely to state her opinion without extra support from her side of the argument and 

without evidence to refute the opposition.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Part 3: Grammar 

After each sentence, select the option which best describes that sentence. The first option will always be that the 

sentence is fine. Other options will not only define the structural flaw but suggest a way of fixing it. Choose the 

option with the best remedy. 

Fragments and Run-ons  

34. Although she had often ran in marathons and completed many races.  

a. There is nothing wrong with the structure of this sentence. 

b. Fragment: put a comma after races and finish the sentence. 

c. Run-on: put a comma after marathons. 

d. Run-on:  put a semicolon after marathons. 

 

35. Suzy is excited for Christmas this year, she is ready to hang out with family and friends during the 

holidays.  

a. There is nothing wrong with the structure of this sentence. 

b. Fragment: put a comma after holidays and finish the sentence. 

c. Run-on: change the comma to a period and start a new sentence. 

d. Run-on: change the comma to a semicolon and add the word and 

 

36.  Clark Kent spends a lot of time saving people from danger as Superman, however, he also tries to stay 

informed about his current job as a reporter for the Daily Planet.  

a. There is nothing wrong with the structure of this sentence. 

b. Fragment: although this is a long sentence, it’s missing part of a verb. 

c. Run-on: remove the verb from the second independent clause. 

d. Run-on: change the comma after Superman to a semicolon.  

Select the option which best describes the proper subject verb agreement for each sentence. 

  Subject Verb Agreement 

37. The windows in my house is mostly new.  

a. The verb is agrees with the subject windows. 

b. The verb is agrees with the subject new. 

c. The verb needs to be changed to are to agree with the subject new. 

d. The verb needs to be changed to are to agree with subject windows. 

 

38. Neither my friends nor Johnny have the books for class.  

a. The verb have agrees with the subject friends. 

b. The verb have agrees with the subject Johnny. 



c. The verb needs to be changed to has to agree with the subject Johnny.  

d. The verb needs to be changed to has to agree with subject class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


