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Short Answer Questions: 

 

1. What is Wiesel’s claim in this speech? 

 
Answer: Wiesel’s claim is that people who are oppressed or persecuted need attention and assistance. 
 

2. What is Wiesel’s purpose in this speech?  

 

Answer: Wiesel’s purpose is to persuade the audience to take action and assist communities that may need it. 

 

3. What gives Wiesel the credibility (ethos) to speak on this topic? Provide an example of how you know.  

 

Answer: “I remember: it happened yesterday, or eternities ago. A young Jewish boy discovered the Kingdom of Night. I 

remember his bewilderment, I remember his anguish. It all happened so fast. The ghetto. The deportation. The sealed 

cattle car. The fiery altar upon which the history of our people and the future of mankind were meant to be sacrificed” 

 This quote demonstrates that Wiesel was a victim of cultural persecution and had witnessed it himself. Due to the fact 

that he has had a personal experience with this issue and has overcome it, his credibility has been established. 

 

4. Wiesel states that “There is so much injustice and suffering crying out for our attention: victims of hunger, of racism and political 

persecution — in Chile, for instance, or in Ethiopia — writers and poets, prisoners in so many lands governed by the Left and by the 

Right.” Political persecution is defined as “the persecution of an individual or group within a society for political reasons.”  

 

a. Explain why “political persecution” better serves to convey his tone toward the Holocaust. 

 
Answer: Political persecution better serves his tone for dual reasons. The first being that political persecution is the most relevant 
form of oppression being witnessed by society during this time, thus making the issue more relevant to the listener. Also, it was 
political persecution that had oppressed Wiesel, as the German government persecuted the Jews through and for political power 
and leverage. 
 
5. Wiesel uses multiple instances of pathos to support his claim.  

a. Quote and cite an example of his use of pathos. 

 

Answer: “As long as one child is hungry, our life will be filled with anguish and shame. What all these victims need above all is 

to know that they are not alone; that we are not forgetting them, that when their voices are stifled we shall lend them ours, 

that while their freedom depends on ours, the quality of our freedom depends on theirs” (Wiesel 2). 

 

b. Explain how this use of pathos helps to support his claim. 

 

Answer: This use of pathos supports Wiesel’s claim by demonstrating that without action, people will continue to 

suffer. When Wiesel states “their freedom depends on ours”, he is expressing that in order for all people to be 

free, the individuals that are not free must be supported by those who are. 

 

6. Wiesel uses multiple instances of logos to support his claim.  

a. Quote and cite an example of his use of logos. 

 
Answer: “There is so much to be done, there is so much that can be done. One person — a Raoul Wallenberg, an Albert 

Schweitzer, Martin Luther King, Jr. — one person of integrity, can make a difference, a difference of life and death” (Wiesel 

2).  
 
 

b. Explain how this use of logos helps to support his claim. 

 

Answer: Wiesel’s use of logos in this instance helps support his claim by providing relevant historical examples of individuals 

who stood up for their cause and made a difference. By using historical figures to generate reasoning, Wiesel is able to appeal 

to the audience’s logos in a successful manner. 
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7. In paragraph 13, Wiesel uses a variety of short sentences. Explain how this sentence structure combines both logos and pathos to 

help establish Wiesel’s claim. 

 

 

Answer:  

In paragraph 13, Wiesel is able to combine both logos and pathos by asking rhetorical questions and then providing answers 

to them. 

He is able to alternate his appeals quickly by asking short questions and making short statements. By using this strategy, 

Wiesel is able to address a relevant issue, as well as demonstrate that there is still work to be done in regards to making sure 

that all cultures are free.  

 

 

 

8. In paragraph 14:  

a. Identify a rhetorical device (ethos, pathos, or logos) Wiesel uses. 

 

Answer: Pathos 

 

 

b. Provide and cite an example of it. 

 

Answer: “When human lives are endangered, when human dignity is in jeopardy, national borders and sensitivities become 

irrelevant. Wherever men and women are persecuted because of their race, religion, or political views, that place must — at 

that moment — become the center of the universe” (Wiesel 2).  

 

 

 

c. Explain how that device uses ethos, pathos, or logos to support his overall claim. 

 

 

Answer: Wiesel uses pathos in this quote in order to appeal to the audience’s shared humanity. By establishing emotional 

diction with terms like “human dignity” and “human lives are endangered”, Wiesel is able to focus the audience on his claim, 

which is to help people or communities that are in need. 

 

 

 


