
NARRATIVE ELEMENTS: 
 

Directions: While reading the short story, fill in each category with what you believe 
fits from the narrative. (What do you think is the conflict, setting, theme of the 
story). Use the information provided about each category to help you answer these 
questions.  
 
Narrative Terms: 
 
Plot: What happens throughout the story. Events that occur from beginning to end. 
The conflict drives the plot (Problem in the story). The issue can be “Man v. Man”, 
“Man v. Self”, or “Man v. Nature/Society”. 
 
Setting: When and where a story takes place. (Time of day, location, date, historical 
period, weather conditions, anything the author gives you). 
 
Characters: Protagonist (the character whose actions are the basis of the plot), 
Antagonist (character who opposes the protagonist). Characters can be dynamic 
(Complex, changes or learns something throughout the story), or static (A character 
that doesn't change throughout the story and does not have many qualities that are 
noticeable.) 
 
Atmosphere: Mood that is created in the story. DIFFERENT THAN TONE. Mood is 
how you as the reader is feeling about what’s happening in the story.  
 
Theme: The central/main concept that the author focuses the story around. (Love, 
importance of family, statement on human nature). 
 
Point of View: Method of narration. 1st Person: Uses “I”. 3rd Person: Uses “He, She, 
They”. 3rd Person Omniscient: Uses he, she, but also knows everything about every 
character, and can tell the reader what anyone is thinking or doing at any moment.   
 
Literary Devices: Creative ways an author writes in order to make the story more 
interesting, unique, or artistic. Some of these devices: Metaphor, simile, flashback, 
foreshadowing, imagery, symbolism, humor.  

 
Questions: 

 
1. What kind of conflict is presented in this story? 
 
2. What is the setting of the novel? (Provide as much information as you can) 
 
3. Who is the protagonist? Antagonist? 



 
4. What do you feel the atmosphere of the story is? Provide an example from the text 
that explains why you feel that way. 
 
5. What is the overall theme of the text? 
 
6. What method of narration does the author use when writing? 
 
7. Give one example of a literary device in this story. Explain how your example 
matches up with your chosen device. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


