
Why do artists make self-
portraits?

 

 
Andy Warhol, Self-
Portrait, 1986 

  

 
Rembrandt van 
Rijn, Self-

Portrait, 1659 

 

 
Frida Kahlo, Self-

Portrait Dedicated 

to Leon Trotsky, 

1937 

  

 
Pablo Picasso, 
Self-Portrait, 

1901/1902  

 



See what you can discover about these famous artists 

and yourself as you look carefully at their self-

portraits. 

You'll make your own self-portraits using mirrors/ 

photographs and do some journal writing to start you 

on some self-exploration.



Vincent Van Gogh

SELF PORTRAITS

Van Gogh did not have 

money to pay models to 

pose for portraits nor did he 

have many people 

commissioning him to do 

portraits, so Van Gogh 

painted his own portrait.



EXPRESSIVE

BRUSH STROKES





Frida Kahlo

Self Portraits

From 1926 until 

her death, the 

Mexican painter 

Frida Kahlo 

created striking, 

often shocking, 

images that 

reflected her 

turbulent life.







Since the Renaissance, artists 

have used self-portraits to 

answer the basic question, 

Who am I?



You will be using a mirror(photo?) and graphite pencil 
(maybe another medium as well) to draw your self-

portrait. 

OBJECTIVE:

- Create a self-portrait that realistically portrays your 
physical appearance with graphite pencil but also reveals 
something about your personality

How to Achieve this Objective:

- Before creating your drawing, think about WHAT you will 
be adding to your drawing to show us part of your 
personality. You can use a facial expression, clothing, a 
color or drawing(s) in the background to give us insight 
about who you are









Which of these traits would you like to 
portray in your self-portrait?

HOW will you do it? 
(color, background, clothing, facial 

expression)

Make a List of your qualities

Personality Emotional



You may choose the size of your 
drawing

- 9 x 12

- 11 x 14

- 16 x 20

- This project is due May 14th



 Locations of Facial Features
 The "eye" line is in the middle of the face. (Your eyes aren't way up on 

your forehead, so resist the temptation to put them there.)

 Five "eyes" make up the width of a typical human face. Obviously, people 
only have two eyes. The "five eyes" just helps determine the width of the 
face.

 The "nose" line is found in the middle of the "eye" line and the bottom of 
the chin. When it comes to facial proportion, most noses will end at this 
line.

 However, there are exceptions to every rule. Some people have really 
long noses and some have really short ones.

 The corners of the inside of the eyes generally line up with the edges of 
the nose.

 The "mouth" line is in the middle of the "nose" line and the bottom of the 
chin. This line represents where the top lip meets the bottom lip.

 The pupils of the eyes generally line up with the corners of the mouth.

 The ears are usually found between the "eye" line and the "nose" line.

 When drawing faces, use these standards to help you get your facial 
proportions correct. Remember, you must look and study your 
subject. While these standards apply to most of us, they do not apply to 
all of us.





Now let’s review Facial 
Proportions

 http://thevirtualinstructor.com/facialpropo
rtions.html

 VIDEO

http://thevirtualinstructor.com/facialproportions.html


“HOW TO DRAW A FACE”
PROPORTIONAL SKETCHES



































SHADING STEPS
- Using Pencil











































 Send your selfie/photo to

etonon@psd202.org


